
  
 

Thursday 4th June 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We understand that you may have not had the half term you were expecting but hope that you all had a 
break and are feeling refreshed and ready for the new term. 
 
As I have previously outlined, consideration of government guidance combined with the operational 
capability of the school has meant that we are unable to safely open for all the pupils in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 on June 1st.  Instead, we have expanded our offer to key workers and vulnerable families with 
up to 15 children returning to school in each year group. A key reason for this is that current guidance 
requires groups of 15 children with a single dedicated teacher with no mixing of staff and children between 
groups. This effectively doubles the staff requirement. 
  
A Governor Covid-19 working party meeting was set up in March. They meet regularly and review decisions 
made by John Ball’s Senior Leadership Team.  Following a meeting on Saturday, we wish to share tentative 
plans to further open the school to more pupils over the coming half term.   
  
Year 6 
Our desire has always been to ensure that Year 6 are able to return prior to secondary school 
transition. Our preference has been to ensure children return to their class teacher, however the current 
guidance of a maximum class of 15 prohibits this. 
 
Given that this is unlikely to change in the short-term we have decided that from June 22nd, we will invite all 
Year 6 children back in, in groups of 15, on a part time basis (Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday) 
even though they may not have their usual Year 6 teacher. 
  
If guidance is relaxed before 22nd June, we will adapt the plans above to ensure that Year 6 children return 
to their class teacher but this may still be on a part time basis. 
 
Parents of the Year 6 children that are currently in school will need to decide if their child stays in the Year 
6 pod and therefore continue to be here every day or if they join their class group and only attend for 2 
days per week.  We will not be able to move children between each group.  I will write separately to these 
parents so we can make arrangements for all the children.  
  
Reception and Year 1 
Reception and Year 1 learning is social, interactive, child-led and hands on. This makes it difficult to adhere 
to social distancing guidance.  Over the coming two weeks we will be reviewing how effectively social 
distancing is being maintained in class and what operational resources are required.  This will be reviewed 
by the leadership team and governor working party.  If we feel it is sustainable and safe, we may open a 
second class in each of this year groups on June 22nd. 
 
  
Year 2 – Year 5 
As there are no plans for wider opening of these year groups as yet, we can only continue provision for key 
workers and vulnerable families.  Currently this is one class of 15 children per year group.  As above, the 



     

leadership team and governor working party will be reviewing this provision and we may open a second 
class of 15 in each of these year groups from June 22nd if the operational capability allows. 
  
Nursery 
 
After evaluating the effectiveness of Reception and Year 1 social distancing in maintaining pupil and staff 
safety, we will consider whether the application of similar strategies to Nursery provision will allow us to 
open in any capacity before the summer holidays. 
 
We hope this gives you some clarity on how we hope to open up to more children as the lockdown eases.  
As ever we will continue to keep updated with the guidelines as they are released and keep you informed if 
we are able to open up further.  In the meantime, we hope you are enjoying our new enhanced online 
learning and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Jacqui Noakes 
 
Jacqui Noakes 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


