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Friday 20th January 2017 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Safeguarding policy - Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) awareness and procedures 
 

During our recent inset day the entire staff had training on the school’s Safeguarding policy as well as 
statutory input on the key issue of FGM. This letter is intended to raise awareness of these issues within the 

John Ball community as well as to assure you that the school continues to take its duties to safeguard and 

protect all children very seriously at all times.        
              

What is FGM?  
FGM includes any mutilation of a female’s genitals, including the partial or total removal of the external 

genitalia for so-called cultural or other non-medical reasons. FGM is medically unnecessary, extremely 
painful and has serious health consequences, both at the time when the mutilation is carried out and in later 

life. FGM is illegal and is a child protection / safeguarding issue. 

 
FGM can be practised at any age, however the majority of cases take place between the ages of 5 and 8 

years old. It is estimated that in the UK there are approximately 20,000 girls under the age of 15 at risk of 
FGM each year. In nearby Lambeth it is estimated that 8.3% of admissions to maternity wards have 

experienced FGM.  

 
It should also be remembered that FGM is not practised for any religious reasons and indeed it is known to 

pre-date the religions within which FGM is prevalent. 
 

Is FGM illegal? 

Yes. FGM is illegal in the UK. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, civil and criminal legislation on FGM is 
contained in the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (the act). The Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 was 

amended by sections 70-75 of the Serious Crime Act 2015. 
 

FGM is recognized internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls and women. It reflects deep-
rooted inequality between the sexes, and constitutes an extreme form of discrimination against women. It is 

nearly always carried out on minors and is a violation of the rights of children. The practice also violates a 

person's rights to health, security and physical integrity, the right to be free from torture and cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment, and the right to life when the procedure results in death. 

 
Where can I find out more information? 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) website has some very useful further information which you may like 

to read: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/ 
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And at: http://forwarduk.org.uk/key-issues/fgm/ 

 

You will also find more information about how we would deal with FGM in our school’s Safeguarding policy 
(page 10) on the school website: 

 
http://www.johnball.lewisham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/John-Ball-Primary-School-Safeguarding-

Policy-July-2016.pdf 
 

Why are we raising awareness? 

Professionals have a responsibility to ensure that individuals, families and communities know that FGM is 
illegal and that agencies are actively tackling FGM and supporting communities not to practise it. This 

knowledge alone may deter families from having FGM performed on their children, and safeguard girls and 
women from harm. This is the key reason for writing to you about this issue. 

 

Will we discuss this with the children? 
Not at this stage however you will be aware that we do discuss personal safety with children and will repeat 

our assemblies this term about the PANTS rule from the NSPCC. We are looking to include a lesson on FGM 
as part of the Year 6 SRE lessons in the summer term. We will inform parents more about this at the time. 

 
I trust you find this information helpful. If you would like to discuss the content of this letter further, or to 

discuss any other safeguarding matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
 

 

 
 

Michael Roach 
Head teacher 
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