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Friday 21st October 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Governing Body update October 2016 

As many of you may know the government continues to promote and give Governing Bodies the 
option to become an academy and move out of Local Authority (LA) control. Some of you may 
have heard that many primary schools in Greenwich and Lewisham are now thinking about if, how 
or when to convert to academy status or to become, or to join, what is known as a Multi-Academy 
Trust (MAT).  

Sara Williams, the Executive Director of Children and Young People in Lewisham, is encouraging 
schools to be well informed and to look for good practice across London. Meanwhile, the Mayor of 
Lewisham appointed an Education Commission led by Christine Gilbert, a former Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector of Schools, to help develop a longer- term vision for education in the Borough; this 
report came out in May and recommended that schools need to continue to work together in a 
range of partnerships and collaborations, including researching the options of Multi Academy 
Trusts. In response a number of schools in Lewisham have recently started to research Academy 
options. 

Here at John Ball we have never before had a need to consider moving away from LA control, 
however due to the rapidly changing economic climate, reductions in funding and the cutting of LA 
resources we feel that it would be prudent to research the options available to us.  Our Governors 
are keen that we are properly informed in the event that we need to move forward and make 
changes to how we operate.  What is most important to us as a Governing Body is that we make 
any decisions on the basis of what is best for children and their learning. As a result, we are 
researching all the options available to ensure that we have as many facts in front of us to decide 
what is best for our school community. 

If we are well informed we will be in a strong position to make the right decisions for our school 
and ensure John Ball continues to be an outstanding school at the centre of its community. 

Governors anticipate that our fact finding will continue until at least Easter 2017, but in the 
meantime wanted to keep you fully informed about both our response to the increase in the 
number of academy schools that we have seen around us, and Lewisham’s challenge for schools 
to continue to develop a longer term vision. 

If in the meantime you have any questions or concerns please do get in touch.  

Yours truly, 

 

Dame Erica Pienaar                               Michael Roach 
Chair of Governors                                Head teacher 
John Ball Primary School                     John Ball Primary School 
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