
 

 

  

  

 

Welcome to the first issue of School Star, a newspaper 

produced by year 4 and year 5 John Ball students for 

their peers. Inside, you will find an interview with former 

children’s laureate Anthony Browne, author of My Dad 

and Wally the Wimp, plus profiles of some John Ball 

teachers talking about their own school days. We've also 

taken photographs of the work being done in the infant 

playground and drawn our own fantasy playgrounds.  

We’re now looking for budding reporters for the second 

issue, which we will 

start working on next 

term. If you’re 

interested, in key stage 

2 and would like to 

attend a lunchtime 

class every Monday, 

speak to Miss Karpel or 

Mr Mitchell.  

Hope you enjoy this issue.  1 

Lorem Ipsum 

Dolor 
Pellentesque sed sem nec 

dui eleifend tristique. 
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nthony 

Browne 

Why do you write books for children 

and not for adults? 

What I want to make are picture books. 

Pictures and words together is what 

fascinates me. Children are the ideal 

audience because they’re creative 

themselves; they have fresh minds. The 

world is new to them. They are open to all 

sorts of possibilities.  

 

Why do you write about monkeys and 

gorillas? 

I don’t choose to write about monkeys and 

gorillas but they just come in to my books. 

Sometimes I make a book about people 

and they change into gorillas or 

chimpanzees. I am fascinated by them 

because they are so like us. I find that 

using apes, gorillas and chimpanzees 

makes them kind of universal. So with 

Anthony Browne, the former children’s laureate, on his love 

of apes and why all children are authors 
Willy, who’s a chimpanzee, nobody knows 

whether he’s English or South American or 

Korean. He could be from any nation.  

 

Who’s your favourite character in your 

books? 

Willy the chimpanzee. I’ve done seven books 

now and I keep going back to him, because I 

identify with him a little bit. I am a little bit 

like him.  

 

Do you have any tips for young authors 

and illustrators?  

If you want to be a writer, read a lot and write 

a lot. Don’t worry about whether it’s any good 

or not. The same with drawing. Don’t worry 

about what your dad or teachers are going to 

say about it. All children are artists and 

writers. But most of us as we grow older we 

stop doing it. We lose confidence.  

Ariunaa Alaszewski-Khargana (4F) 
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Neil Green, 29, grew up in Meysey Hampton, 

attending Meysey Hampton Primary School. “We 

lived in a small village with only 75 pupils. It was 

so small, years 1 and 2 shared a room, years 3 

and 4 shared a room, and even years 5 and 6 

shared a room!” Neil commented.  

 

His secondary school wasn't as small. He was one 

of the 500 pupils who went to Farmor’s School. 

“And, by the way, we didn't do any farming 

there!” At that time, Neil and his parents moved 

away to Fairford, which was very close to his 

school.  

 

After secondary he went to Bath. He lived there 

for more than six years, then moved to London.  

 

“What I really like about John Ball is that, out of 

all of the other schools I've been to, JB has a 

sense of community. I also really enjoy the 

celebration assemblies! But I don’t like getting up 

at 6.00 in the morning!” Zoe Campbell (5H) 
 

 

 

Year 4 teacher Mr Fowler 

(above) started school at 

the age of four. He had 

three best friends and 

together they chatted  

about everything - music, 

dancing and lots more 

stuff. Mr Fowler - whose 

real name is Theodore - 

loved his school. He loved 

that he had assembly every 

term and it was always 

singing. He also liked the 

fact that he didn’t have to 

wear a uniform.  

He wasn’t frightened when 

he started. He was always 

really naughty and cheeky; 

he sometimes got told off 

by his teacher. But he 

really loved his primary 

school days . 

Georgina Weigh (4F) 

 

 

 

Our teachers’ school days 
 

Mrs Windham is the office lady and lunch lady. 

She is very nice and caring; she is one of my 

favourite staff. One of the best parts of the day 

for her is being with us at lunchtime. Her 

favourite John Ball teacher is Mrs Crook. 

Belinda Gashi (4F) 



 

We took photos of the changes 

taking place in the school, right, 

and drew the playground of our 

dreams 

Photographs by: 

Edoardo Bognolo (4F) 

Dexter Sumner (4F) 

Non leo: 
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Learning Chinese 

with Emily Lam 

 

In Chinese school 

I learn how to 

combine different 

strokes to make a 

new word. For 

example, if you 

were going to 

write “sit” you 

would need to 

write the 

character for mud 

(土) and the 

character for two 

people (人). 

坐  = To sit 

Emily Lam (4F) 
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