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8
th
 March 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you are probably aware, the school has recently changed from using Mymaths for homework. 
 
The new system is called Sumdog and allows children to collect coins by playing games. They can then 
spend the coins to decorate their ‘house’, motivating them to continue. Teachers will be using this to set 
homework, other than in Year 5 and 6, where they continue to use Hegarty for homework, and Sumdog is an 
optional extra. The program aims to improve number fluency, as if number skills are fluent, it allows for 
application in problem solving.  
 
There is a variety of games available, both competitive and individual. As children answer mathematical 
questions, they progress through the game. There is a wide range of areas covered and teachers can also 
choose particular areas for children to focus on. The algorithm within the games adjusts questions so that 
children are not given questions that are too difficult for them: however, when children first start playing, they 
may find them a little harder while the program adjusts. This does mean that if children get a lot of help, they 
will find the questions getting even harder.  
 
All questions are based on the child’s individual ability, so in the competitive games, two children from 
different year groups can compete. The winner is the person who answers their own questions the quickest, 
regardless of their difficulty. There are also local and national competitions that schools can compete in.  
 
Classes work together to answer as many questions correctly as they can. Again, the difficulty is not a 
consideration: the harder they work, the more likely they are to win. In fact, two of our KS2 classes have 
already been in the top 10 schools in the country! 
 
Children can choose whether to play games against the computer, other members of their class or with any 
other user; however there is no communication between any players. It is also GDPR compliant. 
 
To summarise 
 

 Children’s ability is assessed by the program and questions are set that are the right level for 

individuals 

 Children can choose whether to compete against others or themselves. 

 Homework will now be set on Sumdog (for most year groups) rather than Mymaths. 

 
Thank you for all your support, 
 
Hannah Nolan-Neylan and Annette Gordon 
Maths leads 
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