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An Oral Language Intervention Programme for Year 4 Children 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Senior Leaders at John Ball Primary School have agreed to take part in a study, which will assess the 

effectiveness of an Oral Language Intervention designed to improve children’s language and reading 

comprehension skills.  We are sure that the children will enjoy participating in this study.  Below we tell you 

more about it, so that you can understand why it is being done and what it will involve.  

 

What are we trying to find out?  

The Oral Language Intervention is a structured oral language programme for improving the language and 

reading comprehension skills of children in Year 4 who have difficulties with reading comprehension. The aim 

of this study is to measure the effectiveness of this programme.  

 

What will happen if my child takes part? 

Most children will only take part in the first stage of the study, during which we will measure children’s oral 

language skills before the intervention programme starts. In November 2019, all children in 4C and 4A will 

complete a 10-minute, child-friendly oral language assessment with a Learning Associate from the Cognition 

& Learning team. Six children in each class will then go on to complete a small number of additional age-

appropriate standardised tests of oral language with a Learning Associate, trained by a member of the 

University of Oxford research team. These individual sessions will take approximately one hour and the test 

activities are fun to do. Children taking part in these sessions will complete a similar session at the end of the 

project, late in the summer term 2020.  

Following these initial assessments, the six children in each class will receive the Oral Language Intervention 

programme. These children will take part in a 20-week intervention, which involves two 30-minute group 

sessions and one individual 30-minute sessions a week delivered by the Learning Associate. The first group 

will start in January 2020 and the second in the autumn term 2020.  The sessions will focus on developing 

vocabulary and spoken narrative skills and will include inferencing activities and the use of metacognitive 

and reciprocal reading strategies. The sessions will be run during class time at an appropriate time, decided 

by the class teacher. As part of the intervention, the Learning Associate will make audio recordings of your 

child creating spoken stories. This will be a fun activity for your child and will allow us to measure your child’s 

progress. 
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What happens to the results of the study? 
Results for each child are kept strictly confidential.  Only a code number will be used to identify children, and 
any written records will be information kept in a locked filing cabinet in the University. Results from your 
child will be combined with the results from other children for statistical treatment and not used in any way 
that would identify your child.   
 
We aim to use the results to measure the success of the intervention in improving the language and reading 

comprehension skills of the children who take part. Research data (not sensitive/personal data) will be kept 

securely for a minimum of three years according to University Policy.  

 

Statement of any benefits or risk 

Taking part in this research will be of no risk to your child. The research will be of benefit to teaching staff in 

terms of their professional development and to future classes of children.  

 

Who is conducting this research? 

The research project will be conducted by Rosanne Esposito, doctoral student supervised by Professor 

Charles Hulme, Oxford University. This study has received ethical clearance from the University of Oxford’s 

Central University Research Ethics Committee, ED-CIA-19-090. 

What if there is a problem? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this project, please speak to the research lead, Rosanne Esposito, 

on 01865 284096 who will do her best to answer your query. Rosanne should acknowledge your concern 

within 10 working days and give you an indication of how she intends to deal with it. If you remain unhappy 

or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the chair of the Research Ethics Committee at the 

University of Oxford (Chair, [Social Sciences and Humanities/Medical Sciences] Inter-Divisional Research 

Ethics Committee; Email: ethics@socsci.ox.ac.uk/ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk; Address: Research Services, 

University of Oxford, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JD). The chair will seek to resolve the matter promptly. 

What should I do next? 

Please fill in the enclosed form and return it to your child’s class teacher if you DO NOT WISH your child to 

take part in this study. If you are happy for your child to take part there is no form to sign, however, you are 

free to withdraw your child at any time, without penalty and without giving a reason by notifying the 

researcher. If you would like to discuss the research with someone beforehand (or if you have questions 

afterwards), please contact Rosanne on the contact number above. 
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