
 

 
 

 

 

Year 1 Curriculum Information Sheet Autumn 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are happy to see that the children are settling into Year 1 extremely well and we would like to thank 
you for all your support. We hope this sheet will help you and your child to find out about this term’s 
learning. We are looking forward to a very exciting autumn term! We are very lucky to be in the new wing 
of the school and are enjoying our new learning environment. 
 
Establishment Phase 
The first few weeks of this term are used across the school as an ‘Establishment Phase’. During this time, 
we work with the children to set routines and expectations for the year ahead. We have already 
introduced our class dojo and are rewarding the children for good listening and challenging themselves. 
This will help us in creating our very own class charters, which will encourage the children to think about 
their rights and responsibilities at school. In addition to this, we will continue to engage the children in a 
variety of activities that include number, Letters and Sounds and handwriting. We will also be learning the 
story of The Little Red Hen to perform to another class. 
 
Reading 
Reading is really important to us at John Ball. We have now read individually with every child so that we 
can be certain of their current reading stage. Your child should now have 2 Oxford Reading Tree books 
which they should read aloud to you, alongside a book of their choice.  We encourage all parents and 
carers to read at home with their child 4 times a week as part of ongoing home learning and we welcome 
your comments in their Reading Record.  
 
In addition to reading with your child, we will also be sending out a home learning log with key words to 
read and spell after the October half term. This will provide optional learning activities for you and your 
children to work on together.  We encourage you to be led by your child’s particular interests. As always, 
little and often is best. 
 
PE and Dance 
As you may be aware, our P.E sessions are now on Monday afternoons. The children will be given time to 
change into their kit so we advise that kits should stay in school until half term. We also have a session of 
Dance on Friday mornings. As this is a shorter session, we would advise that the children should come into 
school dressed in comfortable clothes which are suitable for dance e.g. leggings/ jogging bottoms and a t – 
shirt. Please could you also ensure that your children are wearing shoes with easy fastenings which are 
easy to take on or off. 
 
 
Topic for this term: What’s it made of? 
 
This unit of work will focus on ‘Grouping and Classifying Materials’. 
 

 
Throughout the year, we will have a number of learning themes which 
will draw together lots of different subject areas in cross-curricular work. 
This runs alongside our English, Maths and PE.  

 We will be learning the story of “The Three Little Pigs”. We will be 
sequencing the story in the right order, creating shopping lists for 
the pigs’ houses, writing in role as some of the main characters and 



 

 
 

 

 

creating wanted posters around the school for the missing wolf! 
 In science, we will be exploring the materials that the three little pigs used to build their 

houses and start to think about why some materials are more appropriate to use than 
others e.g. we use bricks to build houses because bricks are strong; we use glass to make 
windows because we can see through glass, etc. 

 The recent building work will really help to bring this topic alive as the children will be able to 
investigate the different materials around the school and start to think about how we might 
categorise them.  

 At the end of the topic we will provide an opportunity for the children to share their learning 
with you. 

 In Maths, we will be busy counting and ordering numbers up to 100, taking care to form our 
numbers correctly and learning how to write these numbers in words. We will also be practising our 
number bonds up to 20 and using and understanding the (+) (-) (=) signs correctly. 

 We are in the process of looking at suitable trips for the year ahead, and will let you know about 
trip in due course. 

 
 
 

 
                                           Many thanks for your support, 
 
 

Year 1 Team 



 

 
 

 

 

 


