
John Ball Primary School 
Curriculum Information Sheet 

Year 2 Autumn Term 
 

                                                       
Dear Parent/ Carers,         September 2015 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome both you and your child into Year 2.  This will be a 
very busy year and any support you can give your child will help them to enjoy a richer and broader 
learning experience and to make secure progress. This letter provides you with some information 
about the curriculum on offer and the expectations we have of the children this year. 
 
The first 2 weeks at John Ball are used across the school as an ‘Establishment Phase’ to set routines 
and expectations for the year ahead, as well as giving every class the opportunity to settle in and 
contribute to the Rights Respecting Class Charter, which the children will already be familiar with 
from Year 1. 

Autumn: 

Subjects School Learning Home Learning 

English 

TRACTION MAN 

 Story writing with an 
emphasis on adjectives, 
verbs and adverbials 

 Writing in role as the main 
character(s) with an 
emphasis on the past 
tense 

 We will be changing a part 
in the story 

 Information writing about 
the human body, using 
interesting sentence 
openers  

 Guided reading 

 Letters and Sounds 

 Handwriting practise 

 Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar  

 Read at least 4 times a week with 
your child. In year 2, we 
encourage the children to read 
and share a wide variety of 
genres 

 Practise weekly spellings 
(optional) 

 Ensure your child can form every 
letter of the alphabet correctly 
as well know all their capital 
letters 

 Use your Home Learning Journal 
as and when you wish. 

 

Maths 

 Recognising and ordering 
numbers 

 Estimating 

 Identifying nearest 
multiples to 10 

 Number i.e. counting, 
using all 4 operations. 

 Place value i.e. hundreds, 
tens and units 
(understanding the value 
of each digit) 

 Addition and subtraction 
using an empty number 
line 

 Money  

 Problem solving 
challenges 

www.iboard.co.uk 

www.mymaths.co.uk 

 Count in 3’s from 0 onwards 

 Counting in 10’s from different 
numbers 

 Number bonds to 10/100 and 
beyond (20/200) 

 Use your Home Learning Journal 
as and when you wish 

 Mymaths and Home Learning 
Journals will be sent 
home/available from Monday 6th 
October 

http://www.iboard.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 
Themes – TOPIC 

 
First half term: Super Humans 
 
 
 
 
Each half-term, we will have a new learning theme which will draw together lots of different subject 
areas in cross-curricular work.  
 
This term, through our theme of ‘Super Humans’, some of things we will be doing are: 

 In English we will be looking at the text ‘Traction Man is here’ by Mini Grey. We will be writing 
our own version of this story with an emphasis on using adjectives, verbs and adverbs 
independently in our story writing.  

 We will be researching the human body and finding out some amazing facts! We will be 
focusing on presenting our research using a variety of sentence openers for non-fiction writing. 

 In Science our investigations will be focused around the human body. We will be learning 
about: 

-The human lifecycle with the discussion about offspring 
-Comparing the lifecycle of both humans and animals 
-The basic needs of both humans and animals 
-Identifying parts of the body and learning how to say them in French 
-The importance of exercise and the impact it has on the human body 
-Food groups and types of food that are important to the body 
-How to prepare healthy meals thinking about the different food groups 
 
All of the above will be underpinned with the pupils own investigations, so please ask them about 
these at home. 
 

Useful websites related to the topic: 
 
Kidshealth.org/kid/stay_healthy/food/pyramid.html 
 
www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/smelltaste.html 
 

Personal Goals and ‘The Growth Mindset’ 

We are encouraging the children to develop their resilience in all forms of learning. We are thinking of 
strategies to help us when we get stuck in order for the children to develop their independence and 

take risks in their learning. We are encouraging the children to maintain and develop a ‘can do’ 

attitude and to view mistakes as a necessary step to learning new things.  
 

 
Weekly Information 

 
P.E. 
 
As our PE provision this term is games and dance, children will need to arrive at school on a 
Wednesday dressed appropriately (i.e. leggings, shorts, t-shirt, track suit bottoms). Unfortunately the 
P.E and dance slot that both classes have are for the first session of the day. Therefore, there is 
simply not enough time to get the children changed but we thank those parents who have brought in 

their child’s P.E kit already! Please also remember the school operates a no jewellery policy (no 

earrings, bracelets or necklaces)– this is especially important for P.E. 

Long hair also needs to be tied up. 
 
 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/smelltaste.html


Music 
The children will have a music session with Mr Davis every Friday so please ask them what they have 
been learning in music with him. I am sure they will enjoy teaching you some of the songs that they 
have enjoyed learning with Mr Davis! 
 
 

 
 
Reading 

 
Please ensure PACT folders are brought into school EVERYDAY. 
 
We encourage you to read a wide selection of literature and not to solely rely on the ORT books. Lots 
of talking around the book will help the children with their inference and comprehension; both are 
vital skills in Year 2.  
 
 
 
 

We look forward to a fantastic Year 2 with you and your children, 
 

Thank you, 
 

Year 2 Team 


