
SATs 



 Teachers use a range of evidence to make an 
assessment judgement at the end of key stage 1. 
We use a broad range of evidence: 
 
Learning class  
Conversations with pupils 
Observations of pupils 
Quizzes and mini tests in class 
Statutory test papers 

 
Teachers assess against key aspects of the core 
curriculum. These are called teacher assessment 
frameworks (TAFs). (All public documents available on 
line) 



 KS1 (SATs) statutory assessment tasks take 
place in May. They must be completed in this 
month. 

 From Tuesday 1st May pupils will begin to sit 
these tests in school. 

 Taken in small groups or as a whole class. 
 Most pupils are already used to taking similar 

tests. 
 Tests will usually take place in the mornings. 
 If a child is absent on the day of a test they 

will take it on another day in May.  
 



 English Paper 1  
 English Paper 2  
 Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic  
 Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 

 
Optional papers 
 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

 
 Past papers can be viewed on https://www.gov.uk/  

(although we don’t recommend pupils sitting past 
paper at home)  
 

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/


 Two papers designed with increasing difficulty. 
 A mixed of genres (fiction, non-fiction). 
 Paper 1 – around 30 minutes (not strictly timed) 
 Paper 2 – More challenging text – around 40 

minutes (but not strictly timed). 
 All pupils should be given the opportunity  to 

attempt both papers, but do not have to 
complete them if struggling. 



20 questions  



16 questions  

More complex vocabulary & 
longer text 











 KS1 writing is assessed through teacher 
assessment (some reference can me made to 
option SPAG papers). 

 Teachers use the writing assessment 
frameworks to assess each child’s written work 
across the curriculum.  

 This is quality assured through external and 
internal moderation.  



 Some children who have difficulty writing may 
have some parts of the test scribed for them. 

 
 Some children who have difficulty reading may 

have parts of the maths tests read to them.  



Pupils may be withdrawn from the tests if: 
 

 they are working below the overall standard of 
the KS1 tests (and are considered to be unable 
to answer the easiest questions) 

 
 they are working at the standard of the KS1 

tests but are unable to participate, even when 
using suitable access arrangements 



 Teachers mark the test papers  
 Scaled scoring helps to keep the reporting 

consistent from year to year as average pass 
marks may change.   

 A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw 
score. 

 Raw score is the total number of marks 
received in the test. 

 The raw score is then translated into a scaled 
score  using a conversion table. 

 A scaled score of 100 will always represent 
the expected standard on the test. 





 It’s important to remember that we use the 
SATs to help us with our overall judgement. 

 We do not use SAT tests alone. 
 They are a snap shot of what children know 

independently and in a test setting. 
 They do not measure the whole child or the 

whole core curriculum! 
 
 Questions  


