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A vision for RE at John Ball School 

 

The school follows the Lewisham Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. RE is a 

multidisciplinary subject with many cross-curricular links. The skills acquired whilst 

studying RE are integral to both our pupils’ academic and personal growth. 

Communication, empathy and critical analysis are just a few of the skills that our 

pupils will develop during RE lessons. The RE curriculum is taught in one off RE days, 

once every half term. The purpose of the RE days is to immerse the pupils in a religion 

for a day and this in turn allows them to understand each religion in depth and think 

about the questions that are raised through studying them. Studying religion in this 

way will also enable our pupils to foster their intellectual curiosity, constantly ask 

questions and personally reflect upon their own thoughts and beliefs. RE days will 

inspire our children to develop an eagerness for learning about different faiths and 

cultures and examine the differences and similarities in beliefs, practices, morals and 

ethics within today’s society. The vast range of beliefs studied also cover humanism 

and secularism, further opening the minds of our pupils to different widespread views 

in contemporary society. The reason for teaching RE should be guided and informed 

by the enormous influence religion has had on civilisation and its impact on today’s 

society. Whether our pupils are religious or not, human culture and history has been 

driven by religion and so it is important to develop one’s religious literacy and build a 

holistic worldview.  

Moreover, religious education is highly important in the modern age when specific 

religious communities are often mistakenly used as scapegoats, or a religion is 

misinterpreted and used as justification for fanatic and extreme beliefs. At John Ball, 

we challenge such prejudices and myths surrounding religion, whilst also asking 

pertinent questions about how and why religion can be misconstrued. Pupils are 

taught to respect and tolerate beliefs that are different to their own and these values 

permeate the life of our school and help to build a diverse but cohesive ethos. This 

trusting environment at John Ball will also allow pupils and teachers to talk openly and 

freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule.  
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RE 
OVERVIEW 

Key Stage 1 
 

Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 
Judaism 

Introduction to Judaism 
 
Shabbat 
 
Hanukkah  

Jewish Festivals: 
 
Sukkot 
 
Passover  
 

Story of Abraham and 
Isaac 
 
Torah 
 
Shema 

Trip to Synagogue 

Preparation for prayer 
 
Synagogue 
 
Bar /Bat Mitzvah 

Jewish Weddings 
 

Peace 

Theme:  The journey 
of life and death 
 

Autumn 2 
Christianity  

 

Trip to Church 

 
The Life and teachings 
of Jesus  

Christian values including 
teachings on forgiveness 
and love 
 
 

Christian ways of life  
 
 

Local Christian Places 
of Worship  
 
Christian celebrations 
 
 

Jesus: Human and 
Divine 
 
Leading a Christian life  
 

The Journey of Life 
and Death/ 
 
Understanding Faith 
and Belief in 
Lewisham 
 
Right and Wrong 

Spring 1 
Hinduism  

Introduction to 
Hinduism 
 
Diwali  

The role of the Hindu 
temple and priest 
 
Understanding the 
festival of Raksha 
Bandhan  

God and beliefs  
 

Understanding the 
significance of Puja.  
Exploring Hinduism in 
the wider world. 
 

Trip to Hindu temple 

 
Hindu Weddings 
 

Theme of peace and 
Ahimsa 
(non-violence) 

Spring 2 
Buddhism  

 

Introduction to 
Buddhism – the First 
Buddha and his 
teachings 

The Buddhist Community  
(Sangha)  
 
 
 

Trip to Buddhist 
temple 

Buddhist Teachings 
 
The Noble Eightfold 
Path 
 
The Buddhist Temple 
 
Dalai Lama 

Buddhist pilgrimage  
 
Wesak celebrations  
 

Beliefs about death and 
rebirth  
 

Trip to Buddhist 
temple 

Theme of right and 
wrong 
 
 

Summer 1 
Islam 

Introduction to Islam 
 

Trip to Mosque 

 
The 5 Pillars of Islam 
 
The Muslim home and 
worship 
 
The Mosque 

Ramadan 
 
Eid al Fitr. 
 
The importance of 
Charity  

Hajj  
 
Eid ul Adha 

Theme – Right and 
Wrong 

The Natural World 
 
Allah 
 
Challenges of living as 
a Muslim 

Summer 2 Introduction to Human rights and Exploring secular Exploring the views of Exploring different Contemporary views 
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Humanism 
 

humanism 
 

equality throughout the 
world 

celebrations and 
ceremonies 

contemporary 
humanists 

views on the origin of 
the world 

on ethical issues 
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SKILLS 

RE 

Key Stage 1 
 

Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To learn 
about 
religions 
and 
understand 
beliefs and 
teachings 

 Describe some of the teachings of a 
religion. 

 Describe some of the main festivals or 
celebrations of a religion. 

 Explore some religious stories/books. 

 Recognise, name and describe some 
religious artefacts, celebrations and 
practices. 

 To begin to use a range of religious 
words.  

 

 Present the key teachings and beliefs of 
a religion. 

 Describe the variety of practices, ways of 
life, buildings and festivals in religions 
and understand how they stem from, and 
are closely connected with, beliefs and 
teachings. 

 To use a range of religious words. 
 

 Identify and begin to describe the similarities and 
differences within and between religions 

 Investigate the significance of religion in the local, 
national and global communities; 

 Explain the practices and lifestyles involved in 
belonging to a faith community. 

 To use specialist vocabulary in communicating their 
knowledge and understanding.  

 

To 
understand 
how beliefs 
are 
conveyed 

 Name some religious symbols. 

 Explain the meaning of some religious 
symbols. 

 Identify the importance, for some 
people, of belonging to a religion and 
recognise the difference this makes to 
their lives 

 Describe and begin to understand 
religious and other responses to ultimate 
and ethical questions.  

 To use and interpret information about 
religions from religious sources. 

 Explain some of the different ways that individuals 
show their beliefs. 

 To consider the meaning of a range of forms of 
religious expression, understand why they are 
important in religion and note links between them.  

 To use and interpret information about religions from 
a range of sources.  

To learn 
from 
religion and 
reflect upon 
them 

 Identify the things that are important in 
their own lives and compare these to 
religious beliefs. 

 To consider religious and spiritual 
feelings, experiences and concepts 
such as worship, wonder, praise, 
thanks, concern, joy and sadness; 

 Ask questions about puzzling aspects 
of life. 

 To recognise that religious teachings 
and ideas make a difference to 
individuals, families and the local 
community 

 Reflect on what it means to belong to a 
faith community, communicating their 
own and others’ responses.  

 Discuss their own and others’ views of 
religious truth and belief, expressing their 
own ideas. 

 Reflect on sources of inspiration in their 
own and others’ lives.  

 
 
 

 Recognise and express feelings about their own 
identities. Relate these to religious beliefs or 
teachings. 

 Give some reasons why religious figures may have 
acted as they did. 

 Explain their own ideas about the answers to ultimate 
questions.  

 Respond to the challenges of commitment both in 
their own lives and within religious traditions, 
recognising how commitment to a religion is shown in 
a variety of ways. 

To 
understand 
values  

 Identify how they have to make their 
own choices in life. 

 To reflect on how spiritual and moral 
values relate to their own behaviour 

 Show an understanding of the term 
‘morals’. 

 

 Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and 
their own and others’ responses to them.  

 Discuss and give opinions on stories 
involving moral dilemmas. 

 Explain why different religious communities or 
individuals may have a different view of what is right 
and wrong. 

 Show an awareness of morals and right and wrong 
beyond rules (i.e. wanting to act in a certain way 
despite rules). 

 Express their own values and remain respectful of 
those with different values.  



John Ball Curriculum 
2019/2020 

 

Judaism – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 

Introduction to 
Judaism 
 
Shabbat 
 
Hanukkah  

 To understand why Shabbat is important to Jews 

 To explain why Jews visit the synagogue on Shabbat. 

 To describe the key parts of the religious ceremony of Havdalah. 

 To begin to understand why it is important for Jews to keep 
traditions/customs alive.  

 To understand why Hannukah is important for Jews and the history behind 
it. 

 To describe how Jews celebrate Hannukah.  

 To recognise and name some Jewish artefacts and symbols. 
 

Key words:   Judaism, Shabbat, candle, challah, manna, mitzvah, Kohanim, 

Kiddush Cup, Hannukah, rededication, Maccabees, Jerusalem, Dreidel, latkes  

 

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

Jewish Festivals: 
 
Sukkot 
 
Passover  
 
 

 To understand what happens at Jewish festivals to help teach young Jews 
about their past.  

 To understand what Jewish festivals show about the Jews’ relationship 
with God. 

 To describe how and why Jews celebrate Sukkot and Passover. 

 To explain each element of the Seder plate and understand the symbolism 
of each component is connected with Jewish beliefs.  

 To reflect on what it means to belong to a Jewish community. 

 To discuss and give opinions on Jewish stories involving moral dilemmas. 
 

Key words:  Shabbat, Sukkoth, tabernacles, booth, Three Pilgrimage festival, 

slavery, Promised Land, Israel, lulav, etrog, avarot, handassim, Hoshana 
Rabbah, synagogue, Pesach, Egypt, River Nile, Moses, plague, seder meal, 
matzah, charoset,  

 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

Story of Abraham 
and Isaac 
 
Torah 
 
Shema 
 
 

 To explain why Abraham is an important figure in Judaism. 

 To retell the story of Abraham and Isaac. 

 To understand how the story of Abraham and Isaac has influenced the 
lives of Jews today. 

 To understand how the Torah helps Jewish people to understand what 
being Jewish means. 

 To begin to recall some of the 613 mitzvot. 

 Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses to 
them. 

 To describe how respect for the Torah is reflected in the way it is ‘dressed’ 
and treated. 

 To reflect on special objects and celebrations in their own lives. 

 To describe the Shema and explain how it may affect the life of a Jew. 

 To use a range of religious words associated with Judaism.  
 

Key words: Abraham, Isaac, obedience, sacrifice, offering, righteous, loyalty, 

Torah, sacred, Moses, Mount Sinai, 613 mitzvot, sofer, yad, rabbi, tallit, Shema, 
Mezuzah 
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Y
e

a
r 

4
 

Preparation for 
prayer 
 
 
Synagogue 
 
 
Bar /Bat Mitzvah 
 

 To be able to identify Jewish clothes and artefacts used in prayer and 
describe the symbolism of each artefact.  

 To reflect on what helps us to pray/concentrate. 

 To understand that the home and synagogue are equally important in a 
Jewish person’s life. 

 To understand the importance of the synagogue to individuals and the 
Jewish community.  

 To name and describe the significance of special objects found within 
Jewish synagogues. 

 To understand different rules and customs that take place within a 
synagogue.  

 To explain how a Jew change after their Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  

 To use some religious words to describe the key features of a Bar/Bat 
Mitvah. 

 Reflect on what it means to belong to a Jewish community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses. 

 

Key words:   identity, Phylacteries,Tallit, teffilin, tzitzit, Kippah, synagogue, ark, 

ner tamid, siddur, bimah, torah, rabbi, minyan, Bar /Bat Mitzvah, Hebrew, aliyah 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 

Jewish Weddings 
 
Peace  

 To explain how a Jewish wedding is celebrated and to know some of 
the symbols in a Jewish wedding. 

 To compare and contrast the similarities and differences of weddings 
within and between religions.  

 To explain the practices and lifestyles involved in belonging to a faith 
community. 

 To consider the meaning of peace and what it means to them in their 
lives. 

 To understand what peace means to Jews and understand how it 
affects the way they live.  

 To identify how Jews believe they can foster peace in their lives. 

 To consider how to stand up for peace and take a stand against 
violence.  

 To use and interpret information about Judaism from a range of 
sources. 

 To explain their own ideas about the answers to ultimate questions. 
 

Key words:  community, shadchan, chatan, kallah, tena’im, Aufruf, synagogue, 

mikveh, kabbalat panim, bedeken, veil, chuppah, ketubah, Mazel Tov, pacifism 

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

Theme:  The 
journey of life and 
death 
 

 To explain what Jews believe happens after death. 

 To describe the customs and practices involved in Jewish funerals and 
understand their meanings. 

 To use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and 
understanding. 

 To explain the meaning of the different components of the ‘Meal of 
Consolation’ for Jews. 

 To understand how these practices and customs help mourners to 
express their grief and deal with loss.  

 To understand the term bereavement and be aware that people cope with 
bereavement in different ways. 

 To recognise and express feelings about their own identities and beliefs 
about death/ life after death and relate these to Jewish beliefs.  
 

Key words:   Shema, cemetery, shiva, soul, Gan Eden, eternal life, Shroud, 

tallit, Aveylim, Kriah, Psalm 91, Kaddish, minyan, mitvah, Shloshim, sheol, 
Bet aveyl 
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Christianity – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
Y

e
a
r 

1
 

The Life and 
Teachings of Jesus 
 

 To understand some of what Christians believe about God. 

 To begin to understand that Christians believe that Jesus is God’s Son. 

 To understand the celebration of Jesus’ birth/ nativity story and how 
Christians celebrate Christmas.  

 To understand some stories about the life of Jesus e.g. Jesus forgiving 
and healing a paralysed man. 

 To begin to understand why the Bible is important to Christians. 

 To think about what is important to their own life and to begin to compare 
these thoughts to Christian beliefs. 

 To understand how symbols help Christians to remember their beliefs 
about Jesus. 

 

Key words:  angel, believe, Bethlehem, Bible, candle, Christians, Christingle, 

Christmas, celebrate, forgiveness, frankincense, gold, Joseph, joy, love, manger,  
Mary, myrrh, nativity, paralysed, star, wreath 

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

Christian values 
including 
teachings on 
forgiveness and 
love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To describe what Jesus taught about forgiveness and love. 

 To explore the parable of the Good Samaritan and other religious texts. 

 To Identify why forgiveness and love are important in their own lives and 
compare these Christian beliefs. 

 To recognise and describe some Christian artefacts, celebrations and 
practices. 

 To name and explain some of the meaning behind Christmas symbols.  
 

Key words: advent, Bible, Christians, Christmas, difference, forgiveness, 

Golden Rule, help, Levite, love, neighbour, parable, priest, respect, Samaritan, 
thieves, vestments 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

 
 
 
 
Christian ways of 
life  
 
 
 
 

 To present the key teachings and Christian beliefs of the 10 
Commandments. 

 To reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses 
to them. 

 To describe the variety of practices of Christmas and understand how they 
are closely connected with beliefs and teaching. 

 To begin to use a range of religious words related to Christianity. 

 To understand that the bible is made up of the Old and New Testaments. 

 To describe and begin to understand Christian responses to ultimate and 
ethical questions. E.g. William Wilberforce 

 To begin to be able to give opinions on Christian stories involving moral 
dilemmas. E.g. the Parable of the Lost Sheep 

 To discuss their own and others’ views of Christian truth and belief, 
expressing their own ideas. 

 

Key words:  bible, covet, Christians, Christmas, inspirational, love, morals, 

monotheism, Moses, Mount Sinai, New Testament, Old Testament, orphan, 
parable, rejoice, repentance, rules, society, Ten Commandments,  William 
Wilberforce 

Y
e

a
r 

4
 

Christian 
celebrations 
 
 
Local Christian 
Places of 
Worship  
 
Charity  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To present the key teachings and beliefs of Christmas for Christians. 

 To understand. 

 To reflect on what it means to belong to a Christian community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses. 
 
 

 To describe the variety of practices and buildings in Christianity and 
understand how they stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs 
and teachings. 

 To describe the main features of a church.  
 

 To use a range of religious words. 

 To describe and begin to understand Christian Aid’s response to ethical 
questions. 
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Key words: advent, action, altar, belonging, Bethlehem, bishop, celebrate, 

change, charity, Christians, Christian Aid, Christmas, church, community, cross, 
divine, equality, holy, Jerusalem, justice, lectern, Lord’s Prayer, miracle, mission, 
movement, organ, pew, poverty, priest, response, saviour, tradition, vicar, 
worship 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 

Jesus Human and 
Divine 
 
 
Leading a Christian 
life  
 
 
 
 

 To explore Jesus’ divine qualities through example such as the healing of 
the leper. 

 To consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, 
understand why they are important in religion and note links between them 
– link to accepting differences/ showing love and compassion. 

 To begin to understand the Christian concept of the Trinity.  
 
 

 To give some reasons why religious figures may have acted as they did. 
E.g. Father Damien 

 To recognise how commitment to Christianity is shown in a variety of 
ways. 

 To express their own values and remain respectful of those with different 
values. 

 To investigate the significance of Christmas in the local, national and 
global communities. 

 To explain the practices and lifestyles involved in belonging to a Christian 
community.  

Key words: acceptance, Christmas, commercial, commitment, compassion, 

Father Damien, disciples, God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, heal, 
leper, leprosy, materialism, respect 

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

The Journey of Life 
and Death 
 
Understanding 
Faith and Belief in 
Lewisham 
 
 
Right and Wrong  
 
 

 To understand what Christians believe happens after death and how they 
may support people during times of loss.  

 To consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, 
understand why they are important in religion and note links between 
them. 

 
 

 To investigate the significance of Christianity in the local community. 

 To recognise and express feelings about their own identities. Relate these 
to Christian teachings. 
 

 To give some religious reasons why Martin Luther King may have acted 
as they did. 

 To show an awareness of morals and right and wrong beyond rules (i.e. 
wanting to act in a certain way despite rules). 

 

Key words: America, atonement, civil rights, change, community, dream, 

equality, freedom, funeral, heaven, hell, judgement, Lewisham,  life after 
death, loss, Martin Luther King, partnership, purgatory, racism, resurrection, 
rights 
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Hinduism – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
Y

e
a
r 

1
 

Introduction to 
Hinduism and 
Diwali  
 

 To understand what Hindus believe about God. 

 To understand that God has visited Earth at different times in different 
forms to help people 

 To understand the celebration of Diwali and the story behind it.  

 To think about what is important to their own life and compare to religious 
beliefs. 

 To understand how symbols help Hindus to remember why they celebrate 
Diwali.  

 To identify good deeds in their own lives and compare these to Hindu 
beliefs. 
 

Key words:  Diwali, Festival of Lights, Hanuman, Hinduism, Lakshmi, mehndi, 

Rangoli, Rama, Ravana Sita,  

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

The role of the 
Hindu temple and 
priest 
 
Understanding the 
festival of Raksha 
Bandhan  
 
 
 

 To recognise, name and describe some Hindu artefacts, celebrations and 
practices. 

 To describe the key features of a Hindu temple. 

 To understand the role of temple for the Hindu community. 

 To understand the role of the priest for the Hindu community. 

 To identify why siblings are important and link these ideas to the festival of 
Raksha Bandhan.  

 To be able to reflect on what it means to belong to a Hindu community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses. 
 

Key words: appreciate, Brahman, community, goddesses, gods, kovil, mandir,  

murti, offerings, Om, priest, puja, pujari,  Raksha Bandhan, shikara, shrine, 
sibling, temple, Vedas 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

God and beliefs  
 
 
 

 To understand that Hindus believe in one God (Brahman) who can take on 
many forms.  

 To be able to present the key beliefs about a range of Hindu deities and 
some of their qualities. 

 To use and interpret information from the Bhagavat Gita to understand a 
Hindu’s response to some moral dilemmas.  

 To describe the teachings behind the festival of Janmashtami. 

 To understand how Hindus may celebrate Janmashtami.  

 To discuss and give opinions on stories involving moral dilemmas. E.g. the 
story of Krishna’s birth.  

 To develop understanding of what is meant by the concept of karma (and 
to take responsibility for your own actions).  

 
 

Key words:  advice, aum, Brahma, Bhagavat Gita, evil, good,  Janmashtami, 
karma, Krishna, Lakshmi, reincarnation, Saraswati,  Shakti, Shiva, vedas, 
Vishnu, 

Y
e

a
r 

4
 

Understanding the 
significance of 
Puja.  
Exploring 
Hinduism in the 
wider world. 
 
 

 To recall what puja is and to use a range of religious words associated 
with puja.  

 To talk about how Hindus can use all the senses to welcome  

 guests into their homes. 

 To describe how Hindus use all their senses in worship and why.  

 To understand the importance of the River Ganges and its role in 
Hinduism. 

 To understand why some Hindus go on a pilgrimage. 

 To understand the difference between a pilgrimage and a holiday and 
to be able to reflect upon a special journey in their own lives.  

 To be able to name some of the places a Hindu may go on a pilgrimage 
to.  
 

Key words: Arti lamp, bell, Ganesha, Ganges, incense, kumkum powder, 

Mandir, murti, pilgrimage, Prasad, Puja, shrine, Varanasi 
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Y
e

a
r 

5
 

 
Hindu Weddings 
 

 To understand the inner meaning of a Hindu wedding and the different 
ways of celebrating a Hindu wedding.  

 To be able to discuss the role of the community before and during the 
wedding. 

 To understand that family is at the centre of marriage and wedding for 
Hindus.  

 To be able to recognise and express their own views about marriage 
relate these to religious beliefs or teachings. 

 To be able to explain why different religious communities or individuals 
may have a different views of marriage.  

 To be able to express their own values and remain respectful of those 
with different values. 

 To be able to recognise how commitment to a religion can be 
expressed in wedding ceremonies. 

 

Key words:  Haldi, Jai Mala, kanya, kum kum, mangalsutra, mehndi, Milni,  

Saptapadi, Shilarohan  

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

Theme of peace 
and Ahimsa 
(non-violence) 

 To understand the meaning of Ahimsa. 

 To understand why Gandhi practiced non-violence.  

 To be able to explain the different ways that Ghandi expressed his 
religious beliefs.  

 To show an awareness of morals and right and wrong beyond rules.  

 To know what is involved for a child in belonging to the Hindu religion. 

 To investigate the significance of Hinduism in global communities.  

 To explain the rites of passages involved in belonging to a Hindu 
community. 

Key words: ahimsa, compassion, Gandhi, Seemamtham (Baby Shower), 

Namakaran (Baby Naming), Anna Prashana (First Solid food), Chaula/Mottai 
(Hair shave on the head), Upanayana (First Writing) 
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Buddhism – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
Y

e
a
r 

1
 

Introduction to 
Buddhism – the 
First Buddha and 
his teachings  

 To know that Buddha was a human being and to recall key moments of 
his life.  

 To consider and begin to understand what the term ‘suffering’ means.  

 To begin to understand the 4 noble truths and how they are central to 
Buddhists beliefs. 

 To describe what a Buddhist might learn from the Buddhist story of 
Siddhartha and The Swan. 

 To understand the difference between right and wrong with inspiration 
from the story of Siddhartha and the Swan. 

 To identify challenges they have to face in their own lives.  
 

Key words:  Buddha, Bodhi tree, dukkha, enlightenment, happiness, 

Siddhartha, suffering, truth 
 

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

The Buddhist 
Community  
(Sangha)  
 
 
 

 To know what the Three Jewels are and to understand belief in them is 
shared by all Buddhists around the world. 

 To know that Sangha is the Buddhist community.  

 To understand the importance of community for Buddhists and to be able 
to identify the different communities they themselves belong to. 

 To understand what a believer might learn from the Buddhist story of 
‘Story of the King’s Elephant. 

 To identify the things that are important in their own lives and compare 
these to values depicted in the Story of the Elephant King. 

 To begin to suggest answers to challenging situations and show 
understanding of the Buddhas’ teaching.  

 To understand the importance of meditation for Buddhists. 

 To develop personal awareness of the benefits of meditation.  
 

Key words: community, dharma,  dhyana, enlightened, inner peace, loyalty,  

mantra, meditation, samadhi, Sangha,  tiratana, three jewels,  

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

Buddhist 
Teachings 
 
The Noble 
Eightfold Path 
 
The Buddhist 
Temple 
 
Dalai Lama 
 
 

 To understand that the Buddha image is not worshipped as an idol 

 To understand that Buddhists see life as a journey towards Nirvana.  

 To understand some of the elements of the Noble Eightfold Path and their 
implications for living as a Buddhist.  

 To know that Buddhist stories exemplify Buddhist teachings; 

 To recall how the Monkey King demonstrated compassion for his monkeys 
in the Buddhist tale. 

 To explore and understand how the story of the Monkey King influence the 
beliefs and values of Buddhists. 

 To ask questions about the moral decisions they and others make and 
suggest what might happen as a result of different decisions. 

 To reflect on what it means to belong to a Buddhist community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses. 

 To be able to discuss and give opinions on Buddhist stories involving 
moral dilemmas. 

 To understand that the Dalai Lama is an inspirational figure for Buddhists.  
 

Key words:  bhikku, bhikkuni, Buddha, Dalai Lama, leadership, mala,  mandala 
morals, Noble Eightfold Path, puja, shrine, Tripitaka 
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Y
e

a
r 

4
 

Buddhist 
pilgrimage  
 
Wesak 
celebrations  
 
 

 To investigate the significance of religion in the local, national and 
global communities.  

 To reflect on what it means to belong to a faith community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses. 

 To understand the importance for Buddhists of living with clarity, 
calmness and peace of mind. 

 To understand the significance of a pilgrimage for Buddhists. 

 To identify key pilgrimage locations for Buddhists today.  

 To compare similarities and differences between Buddhist pilgrimages 
to that of another religion.  

 To reflect on their own life journeys and to appreciate the need for 
calmness and peace in life. 

 To understand why Wesak is an important Buddhist festival. 

 To explain how Buddhists celebrate Wesak. 

 To understand the symbolism of the Lotus in Buddhism. 

Key words: Bodh Gaya, Borobodur, Dhamekha Sarnath, Kushinagar,  Lumbini, 

Mahabodhi Temple, mudras, Nanputuo Temple, Nirvana, stupa, Wesak 
 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 

Beliefs about death 
and rebirth  
 

 To discuss what Buddhists believe the purpose of life to be.  

 To understand what Buddhists believe happens after death.  

 To understand the meaning of Buddhist terms such as ‘karma’, ‘rebirth’ 
and the ‘Six Realms’.  

 To understand how Buddhists support people during times of loss. 

 To understand that the wheel of life symbolises the cycle of life, death 
and rebirth. 

 To reflect on their own response to human experience of life and death. 

 To consider how faith and belief can provide some answers to life’s 
most challenging and ultimate questions, and also challenges attitudes, 
values and commitments in life.  

 To consider human responses to loss and bereavement.  

 To make links between the teachings of different religious groups and 
show how they are connected to believers’ lives. 

 

Key words:  arhats, asuras, bhavana, death, devas, enlightenment, jati, karma, 

naraka Nirvana, preta, samsara, Six Realms, Tibetan Book of the Dead 

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

Theme of right and 
wrong 
 
 

 To suggest reasons for Buddhist beliefs about enlightenment and how 
religious sources shape these beliefs. 

 To ask questions about the meaning and purpose of life and to explain 
their own ideas about the answers to ultimate questions. 

 To understand that Buddhists believe that actions have consequences; 
good actions have good consequences. 

 To be able to recall each element of the Noble Eightfold Path.  

 To explain why different religious communities or individuals may have a 
different view of what is right and wrong. 

 To understand how stories help us to explore our own beliefs and values.  

 To explore Buddhist values including trust in the story of the Lion and the 
Jackal. 

 To know that Buddhists try to alleviate suffering by practising the Dharma 
and being kind to other people and all life. 
 

Key words: communication, dharma, dukkha, enlightenment, five precepts, 

friendship, morals, karma, Noble Eightfold Path, suffering, trust.  
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Islam – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
Y
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r 

1
 

Introduction to 
Islam  

 To understand that Muslims worship Allah and that Allah is the Islamic 
name for God. 

 To understand that Muslims believe that Allah is the creator and provides 
all things. 

 To understand why Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is important to Muslims.  

 To identify people in their own lives whose example they try to follow and 
compare with why Muslims follow Muhammad.  

 To discuss the importance of respect for others or special words from their 
own & a Muslim point of view.  

 To identify why Muslims forbid images.  

 To be able to recall key events from the beginnings of Islam.  

 To understand that the Qu’ran is the Islamic Holy book and some of its 
features. 

 To recall how Muslims treat the Qu’ran with respect. 

 To suggest ways in which a belief in Allah might affect the decisions of 
Muslims and the challenges this might present.  

Key words:  assalamu alikam, medina, messenger, peace, Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh), Qu’ran, rihal, worship, 
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The 5 Pillars of 
Islam 
 
The Muslim home 
and worship 
 
The Mosque 
 
 

 To be able to name the 5 pillars and understand their significance. 

 To understand different ways in which Muslims express their beliefs. 

 To understand how Muslims worship at home. 

 To understand what worship and prayer means to Muslims and what a 
difference it makes to their lives.  

 To understand the significance of a mosque for Muslims. 

 To Identify the things that are important in their own lives and compare 
these to religious beliefs. 

 To be able to name some importance features of a mosque.  

 To begin to use a range of religious words.  
 

Key words: Shahadah (Allah as the only God), Salah (prayer), Sawm (fasting), 

Zakat (charity), Hajj (pilgrimage), prayer mat, Tasbih beads, mihrab, minaret, 
prayer, Quran, wudu, athaan (call to prayer), Fajr, Zohr, Asr, Maghrib, Isha 
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Ramadan 
Topic  
 
Eid al Fitr. 
 
The importance of 
Charity  
 
 

 To explore and understand the meaning of Ramadan for Muslims.  

 To understand why Muslims fast during Ramadan. 

 To understand how and why Muslims celebrate Eid al Fitr. 

 To compare their own family celebrations with Muslim traditions. 

 To understand the importance of charity for Muslims and how they may 
respond to certain dilemmas.  

 To understand how beliefs relate to our daily actions/routines. 

 To reflect on the idea that religious teachings make a difference to 
individuals, families and the local community. 

 To understand the importance of families and communities. 

 To use a range of religious words. 

Key words:   Ramadan, Sawm, fasting (fasting), Zakat (charity), Qu’ran, mosque, 
Eid–Ul-Fitr, kindness, compassion, empathy, sadaqah 
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Hajj  
 
Eid ul Adha  

 To describe what the Kaaba is and to evaluate why it is important to 
Muslims.  

 To use and interpret information about the origins of the Kaaba from 
religious sources. 

 To understand where and why Muslims go on Hajj.  

 To understand the differences between Hajj and Umrah.  

 To compare and contrast pilgrimage experiences in different religions.  

 To explore and recall stories which are associated with the places on 
Hajj. 

 Discuss their own and others’ views of religious truth and belief, 
expressing their own ideas. 

 To understand how Muslims celebrate Eid ul Adha and the meaning 
behind the celebration. 

 To use a range of religious words.  
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Key words:  Allah, Prophet Ibrahim, Ismail, Hagar, Angel Gabriel, Kaaba, Al-

Masjid Al-Ḥarām, Saudi Arabia, Tawaf, Mecca, Hajj, Mount Arafat, Muzdalifah, 
Umrah, Mina, jamrah, Halq, ihram, Safa and Marwah, Eid ul Adha  
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Theme – Right and 
Wrong.  

 To explain the message that Muhammad (pbuh) gave to the old woman 
about how Allah expected people to behave. 

 To understand that Muslims learn how to behave from the Qur’an and 
stories about Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

 To identify what Islam teaches about how you should treat others.  

 To explain some of the different ways that individuals show their beliefs. 

 To consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, in 
terms of morality.  

 To give some reasons why religious figures may have acted as they 
did. 

 To explain why different people from the same religion may have a 
different view of what is right and wrong. 

 To show an awareness of morals and right and wrong beyond rules (i.e. 
wanting to act in a certain way despite rules). 

 To express their own values and remain respectful of those with 
different values 

 

Key words:   Qu’ran, mosque, Assalamu alaikum, kindness, compassion, 

Malala Yousafzai 
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The Natural World 
 
Allah 
 
Challenges of 
living as a Muslim 
 

 To explain what Muslims believe about the origins of the world. 

 To identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences within and 
between religions 

 To explain what Muslims believe about Allah. 

 To use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and 
understanding. 

 To consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression for 
Muslims (e.g. Shahada) and understand why they are important in 
religious life.  

 To understand why Muslims don’t represent Allah as an image.  

 To respond to the various challenges of commitment  a Muslim may face 
in today’s society and address misconceptions in the media.  

 To express their own values and remain respectful of those with different 
values. 
 

Key words:  khalifa, Iblis, shahada, tawhid, monotheistic, Shirk, obedience, 

subha, empathy, stereotypes, hijab, burka,   

 

 

  



John Ball Curriculum 
2019/2020 

 

Humanism – Whole School 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
Y

e
a
r 

1
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction to 
Humanism   

 

 To understand that humanists do not believe in God. 

 To begin to understand what the key values of a humanist are.  

 To understand that humanists believe they a responsibility of stewardship 
towards the earth.  

 To recognise that humanists have some of the same beliefs and values as 
religious people.  

 To explore personal and group values.  

 To explore how we can all come up with different answers to the 

 same questions. 

 To be informed about the British Humanist Association and the 
significance of the Happy Human symbol.  

 To understand how symbols convey messages and meanings.  

 To identify the things that are important in their own lives and compare 
these to humanist beliefs. 

 
Key words:  happiness, life, humanists, atheists, stewards, evidence, values, 

symbols 
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Human rights and 
equality 
throughout the 
world  
 

 

 To understand that humanists do not believe in God. 

 To understand what the key values of a humanist are.  

 To understand what humanists consider to be the ‘golden rule’.  

 To understand the difference between wants and needs. 

 To understand that human rights are freedoms that belong to all of us. 

 To be able to name some human rights.  

 To reflect on what makes us human. 

 To reflect on how humanist ethical and moral values relate to their own 
behaviour. 

 To identify examples of when people have been stripped of their human 
rights.  

 
Key words:  wants, needs, golden rule, belonging, welfare, Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, safety, fair, unfair, justice, equality, freedom, 
ethical, morals 
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Exploring secular 
celebrations and 
ceremonies 

 To understand that humanists see their world-view as being based on 
reason, not on faith. 

 To learn about humanist ceremonies marking birth, marriage and death.  

 To reflect on important milestones in their own lives. 

 To reflect on how they would like to live their own lives in the light of their 
learning about Humanism.  

 To reflect upon what makes a successful marriage.  

 To compare and contrast religious ceremonies to humanist ceremonies, 
identifying both similarities and differences. 

 
Key words:   love, care, support, friendship, family, help, teach, marriage, 

wedding, civil partnership, celebrant, commitment, responsibility, faithfulness, 
loyalty 
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Exploring the 
views of 
contemporary 
humanists 

 To understand in general terms what it means to be a Humanist  

 To learn from the actions of a Humanist in terms of what makes an 
action good or bad. 

 To explain some of the different ways that individuals show their beliefs. 

 To recognise some of the main beliefs/ideas and practices shared by 
humanists. 

 To explain how humanist beliefs make a difference to their lives. 

 To begin to relate humanist perspectives on the meaning of life to my 
own views. 

 To begin to understand that humanists believe in having a scientific 
approach to life. 

 To describe and begin to understand religious and other responses to 
ultimate and ethical questions. 

 Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ 
responses to them. 

 
Key words:  humanists, values, rules, response, respect, science, reason, 

atheist, agnostic, golden rule, responsibility, action 
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Exploring 
Humanist world 
views  

 To be able to explain what scientists call the 'Big Bang' theory in simple 
terms. 

 To begin to understand some of the evidence scientists have for the Big 
Bang theory for the start of the Universe.  

 To appreciate that there are different views on the origin of the world.  

 To understand that scientists work together to gather evidence and 
solve problems.  

 To explore and begin to understand the Theory of Evolution. 

 To understand that humanists believe in having a scientific approach to 
life. 

 To identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences 
between religious thinking and humanist thinking. 

 To express their own values and remain respectful of those with 
different values.  

 
Key words:   The Big Bang Theory, science, particles, universe, scientists, 

astronomers, galaxy, gravity, matter, solar system, evidence, bubble, Charles 
Darwin, evolution 
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Exploring different 
views on the origin 
of the universe and 
evolution 

 To reflect on the relevance of Humanist beliefs and ideas for their own 
lives and society. 

 To understand how to apply the humanist Golden Rule in their own lives.  

 To begin to identify groups in our society which suffer from prejudice and 
discrimination.  

 To identify the various ways a humanist may respond to ethical 
issues/prejudice and discrimination.  

 To explain why different religious communities or individuals may have a 
different view of what is right and wrong. 

 To show an awareness of morals and right and wrong beyond rules. 

 
Key words:  humanists, reason, empathy, response, golden rule, morals, 

prejudice, discrimination, minorities, LGBT, difference, stereotypes, racism, 
sexism, tolerance, lifestyle, justice 

 

 

 

 

 

 


