
Dear parent/carers, 

We hope you had a lovely Summer Break and we look forward to welcoming you 

back/to John Ball School. As you are aware, schools have recently received 

updated Government guidelines with regards to COVID-19. Mrs Noakes has 

communicated all school plans for families by a letter sent to you via email. If 

you have not received this email, please get in touch with the school office to 

ensure your details are on the school’s communication system.  

Stay and Play sessions 

Week beginning…  

7th September  2-3pm Stay and play 

14th September 1.45 – 3 pm Stay and play 

21st September 1.30 – 3pm stay and play 

 

Your child has been given three designated days where they are invited into 

school to meet their class adults and explore their new classroom. 

On the day of your session, a member of the team will open the double door 

gates on Hurren Close. Please socially distance outside whilst you wait for the 

gate to open as there will be quite a few families attending. We would request 

that families sanitise their hands before entering the playground and 

parent/carers are required to wear a face mask. Face masks are not mandatory 

(as per Government guidelines) for Primary school children. However, if you 

would like your child to wear a face mask during the stay and play session that is 

of your own discretion.  

We are hoping to conduct the sessions outside as much as possible (weather 

permitting). During the session, we will ask you a few questions about your child 

in order for us to get to know them a little better. If there is any information 

you need to discuss with the class team (medical/dietary/home life) then this 

would be the opportunity to do so. 

A member of the team will ring a bell to inform families when the stay and play 

session is over. We would ask that you all leave promptly via the side gate 

leading to the scooter park. A staff member will guide you on the day.  

If anyone in your household has COVID-19 symptoms, please do not attend the 

sessions and follow Government guidelines accordingly. You do not need to 

contact the school office about non-attendance but an email to the class 

teacher would be appreciated.  



Starting School 

Week beginning 28th September-30th September 

Depending on your child’s designated start day (Monday, Tuesday or 

Wednesday) they will be staying with us for lunch but leaving at 1pm.  

 

On Thursday 1st October, all children will be in school full time from 8.45-

2.45pm (these will remain our school hours until further notice). Entrance via 

the double gates on Hurren Close remain the same. When dropping off your 

child, we would ask that you remain outside the school gates and allow them to 

make their own way to their individual classrooms. However, please be reassured 

the team will be dotted around the playground to guide your child safely to the 

classrooms and get them settled for the day.  

In preparation for the start of school, please ensure the following: 

1) As many items as possible are clearly named (coats, hats, scarves, gloves 

etc) 

2) Ensure their book bag is small enough to fit in to individual trays. 

3) Bring in a water bottle that is clearly named. Children will have access to 

these throughout the day. 

4) Bring in a change of clothes in case of accidents. 

5) No toys are brought into school. 

6) No hand sanitiser is to be brought into school. As highlighted in the 

letter sent by Mrs Noakes, there will be plenty of opportunities for your 

child to wash their hands throughout the day.  

 

We look forward to meeting you all over the course of the next few weeks, 

The Early Years Team 

 

When you come to collect your child, please use the same gate and when you are 

waiting for your child to be dismissed, please continue to socially distance 

outside the classroom door as much as possible.  


