
 

 

        

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JBuzz Newsletter 

Thursday 17th December 2020 

 “Achievement, ambition and progress for all….” 

 
News from across the school... 

Last day of term 

As per the DfE requesting that the last face to face teaching day is Thursday 17th December, the last day in school will 

now be Thursday 17th December when school will close at the normal time your child comes out of school at the 
moment.  Please do login to zoom on Friday morning for your child’s session and to say a final farewell before we 

break up.  This is something we ask all parents to do so that we can mark your child on the register as an authorised 

attendance. 

Christmas Hamper Collection  

I would like to say a huge thank you to Angela East who delivered so many of these hampers for John Ball and to 

Ceinwen Giles, a YR6 parent, along with some other YR6 parents who so kindly donated presents to go in every single 
hamper as well.  

Whilst our staff have been busy teaching, planning, supporting and keeping the school clean, safe & tidy, we did find a 
few spare moments to film a fun Christmas video to brighten the end of term.  You can see our talented John Ball staff 

on YouTube by following this link:- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSs7tBu9k30&feature=youtu.be 

Funds raised by The Friends 

Despite not having our usual Christmas fair, The Friends raised a fantastic £3,590 through selling trees, video 
messages, online craft sales and the online raffle.  What a fabulous effort they have all made to raise much-needed 

funds for the school.  A massive thank you to all who got involved and for the innovative ways to do this.  We really do 
appreciate the work that has gone into making this possible! 

Please be reminded that Monday 4th January is an Inset day so school will be closed to children.  We look forward to 
seeing you all back in school on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  

May I wish you all a restful, peaceful, pleasant Christmas break and a Happy New Year. 

Regards 

Jacqui Noakes 

headteacher@johnball.lewisham.sch.uk 
 

                

Despite not having our annual Christmas Fair, where we usually raise up to £6,000, we have managed to move online 

and raise funds from the following initiatives: 

 Christmas Trees £1,500 

 Craft shop £1,350 

 Father Christmas video messages £270 

 Christmas Raffle £470 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Total £3,590 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard behind the scenes, and of course to everyone who ordered from our 

new online shop. 

The Friends  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSs7tBu9k30&feature=youtu.be
mailto:headteacher@johnball.lewisham.sch.uk


 

 

        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

  
       

 

 

  

 
December  

 
Thursday 17th    Last face-to-face day at school – finish time as usual for each year group  

Friday 18th    Last day of term – online learning  
 

January  

 
Monday 4th    INSET day – no children 

Tuesday 5th    First day back at school 
Friday 15th    spring targets issued to parents  

Wednesday 20th   Guardian Consultations from 3.30-7.00pm 
Thursday 21st    Guardian Consultations from 3.30pm-6.00pm 

Monday 25th to 29th   Antibullying week 

 
February  

 
Monday 8th    Creative Learning Project deadline  

Monday 15th to 19th   HALF TERM 

 
 

Letters / E-mails 
 
Covid updates for bubbles 

There are six curriculum drivers which underpin our 

curriculum.  One of these is community

 

 

 We want our children to 
develop a sense of pride 

in themselves and 
respect for others. We 

believe they need to 

have a highly developed 
emotional literacy in 

order to experience 
positive relationships. 

We believe in the power 

of the school community 
to change and enhance 

lives. 

Parent Tip: Myths and Facts snippet 

Catch them being good 😊 

Sit down. Write a list of things you would 

like to see your child do.  Instead of “stop 

hitting your sister!”, try “share with your 

sister”.  Every time they do it, reward them 

with a hug, a sticker or just a “Well done.” 

You will be amazed at the effect. 



 

If families would like support, please contact Debbie Parish by Friday 18th December 1.30pm at the latest for her to make a referral 

Deborah Parish dparish4.209@lgflmail.org 

Meals and Food Provision over Christmas 

Lewisham Local is aware of the following community organisations and businesses offering provision over the Christmas period. These are 
subject to change so please contact the project directly for more information. 

All Saints Church - All Saints Church on 105 New Cross Road, SE14 5DJ are planning to hand out Christmas Hampers. These will be given 
out from the Community Centre and the Church on December 25th (Christmas Day). If you would like to have one delivered, please let 
them know on 020 7639 2889. 

BRW Electrical and SILKS - BRW Electrical and SILKS offer a free Christmas dinner to those in need. They particularly welcome families 
and the elderly. The service is offered on Friday 25th December 12pm – 6pm. All meals are pre-packed and will be ready for collection. 
Location: 177 – 181 Rushey Green, Catford, London, SE6 4BD. 

Catford Soup Kitchen (UCKG Soup Kitchen) - The soup kitchen is open as usual throughout the Christmas period – serving on Saturdays 
from 11am-2pm for hot meals and soup (including Boxing Day). Contact 0208 6983612 or email at groups@uckg.org to find out more 
information. 

Cummin’ Up Restaurant & Take-away -Cummin’ Up Restaurant & Take-away on 389 Lewisham High Street, SE13 6NZ are open on 
Christmas Day – 25 December 2020 from 1pm to 5pm. 

Richard Simpson and his family will still be cooking traditional British Christmas Day fare. Drop by to pick up a take-way or eat outside. 

Downham Gleaning Pantry - The social supermarket’s last day open is Friday 18th December. The following week is dedicated to 
providing Christmas boxes including meat and toys for children. They have access to the church over Christmas which could provide 
support for people in emergency situations. 

FoodCycle Lewisham - FoodCycle Lewisham are opening on Saturday December 19th from 2-3pm at the Lewisham Irish Community 
Centre and then reopening on Saturday January 9th. 

Kings Church - Kings Church are providing delivered meals to their current list on the following dates – 23rd December (Christmas 
dinner), 25th December (Christmas dinner), 30th December, 1st and 3rd January. 

Wednesday 23rd and Friday 25th December have different delivery lists. If there is an emergency King’s Church may be able to support 
more. 

Lewisham Foodbank - Lewisham Foodbank, will be open for pickup on Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 
from 11am – 2pm. On Tuesday 29th December the food bank will be running deliveries only, it will open again for pickup on Wednesday 
30th and Thursday 31st December from 11am – 2pm. 

The food bank is based at 118 Malham Road, Forest Hill, London, SE23 1AN -  Email info@lewisham.foodbank.org.uk for more 

information.                                                                                                                                                                     

Pie N Mash Mutual Aid - The Pie N Mash Mutual Aid food stalls will remain operating over the break. They will be distributing hot meals 

and other essentials. Their timings are as follows: 

– Tuesdays 22/12, 29/12 and 05/01 – Food Stall at Peckham Library Square, from 1pm. 

– Thursdays 24/12, 30/12 and 07/01 – Food Stall at Deptford Library Square, from 1pm. 

Rastafari Movement UK - The Rastafari Movement UK is continuing throughout the Christmas period in Lambeth, Lewisham and 
Southwark, in Lewisham on Tuesdays. 

St Johns Church - St Johns Church is situated on Lewisham Way, SE8 4EA. The church team are cooking a traditional Christmas meal and 
delivering to people’s homes on Christmas Eve. They have limited capacity, so to request a meal delivery please contact Peter Farley-
Moore on 07786 160 993 or via email at peter.stjohnsdeptford@gmail.com.                                                                                                                           
St Peter’s Foodbank/social supermarket 

St Peter’s are open throughout on their usual day Wednesday 12 – 4pm on the 23rd and 30th of December. Organising additional 

hampers including turkeys and collecting presents for families to choose for their children. 

Voluntary Services Lewisham - Voluntary Services Lewisham will be providing food hampers for families, older people and vulnerable 
adults, supermarket vouchers for families, toys and gift vouchers for children and teenagers as normal this year. 

They will not be able to hold a Christmas Day Lunch; instead together with the Lewisham and Catford Salvation Army’s we will be giving 

out a limited number of reheatable meals on Christmas Eve to those most in need. 

 

mailto:dparish4.209@lgflmail.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/654/
https://uckgoutreach.org/causes/catford-soup-kitchen/
mailto:groups@uckg.org
https://cumminup.co.uk/
https://www.lewishamlocal.com/places/united-kingdom/greater-london/london/food-banks/downham-gleaning-pantry/
https://www.foodcycle.org.uk/location/lewisham/
https://www.lewishamlocal.com/places/united-kingdom/greater-london/london/food-banks/the-takeaway-feast/
https://lewisham.foodbank.org.uk/
mailto:info@lewisham.foodbank.org.uk
https://www.lewishamlocal.com/places/united-kingdom/greater-london/london/lewisham-groups/pie-and-mash-the-field-mutual-aid/
https://www.facebook.com/RastafariMovementUK/
https://lewisham.gov.uk/organizations/st-john-s-church
mailto:peter.stjohnsdeptford@gmail.com
https://www.stpetersbrockley.org.uk/foodbankvolunteer
https://vslonline.org.uk/


 

Tips for Parents of Young Children 

Tantrums - (suitable from 1-4 years) 

Look after yourself - Ways to avoid tantrums 

• Is your child worried or anxious about something? Give your child lots of reassurance with love and cuddles. 

• Plan ahead. Take some snacks and small toys when you go out and about. 

• Give your child some simple choices. Toddlers crave independence. They may get angry and tearful if they are 

never given any choice or control. You can offer simple choices like 

“Do you want to play with your blocks or draw a picture?” or “Would you like an apple or a banana?” 

• Help your child express their feelings. Label your toddler’s feelings, for example when you see that they are happy, 

sad, cross, disappointed or frustrated. It will help them learn the word for that feeling or emotion so they are able to 

learn to express how they feel later. 

• Make time for active play every day. Make time for active play so your child can “let off steam”. Go to the park, 

play in the garden or put some music on and dance. 

• Avoid harsh punishment, like smacking. This will only make tantrums worse. 

• If you are concerned in any way speak to your Health Visitor. Your Health Visitor is there to support you and can 

provide advice and assistance. 

Don’t worry about what other people think!  It can be stressful if your child has a tantrum in a public place. 

Don’t worry if there are people watching. Stay calm and forget them – most people will be sympathetic as they’ve 

probably been through it too 

 

WOMEN’S AID  

This gives information on how to access help and support in relation to safeguarding children; domestic 

violence  and abuse or if a relationship doesn’t feel right. 

https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/help-by-email/ 

 

Please look on our website for adverts if you wish to view these. They will be alongside the newsletter. 

This week:- Positive parenting, 10 top tips for your child’s development, free early 
education, Family Information Service & Owl Babies flyers 

If you would like to advertise in JBuzz, we ask for a small donation of £10.00 for our school fund.  We tend to 
advertise for individuals and charities/local events so please check first that it can be accepted. The ad will run for 

1 week and we only run one ad half-termly.         

Advert disclaimer: Please note we take advert requests from outside sources in good faith.  
We hold no responsibility for these and they are not necessarily recommended by John Ball School. 

 

 

 

Primary School Applications for 2021 

 Applications open (apply online): Tuesday 1st September 2020 https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/ 

 

 Closing date for applications: 15th January 2021  

 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school 

 

https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/help-by-email/
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school

