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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Live Teaching Pilot Feedback  
 
As you may be aware, we conducted a research pilot into our current home learning offer, exploring the 
impact that additional live input could have.  As part of this, Year 1 and Year 5 had the opportunity to 
engage with live input for math lessons over the course of a week.  The pilot was a valuable learning 
experience for the school, but through feedback from the three stakeholder groups involved 
(parent/carers, children and teaching staff) we found that adding additional live elements was not going to 
address the needs of most children.  Following much reflection with the team, we have concluded the need 
for flexibility and ‘live’ support in equal measure; we will therefore, not be moving forward with additional 
live teaching input but instead will seek to provide additional support for the children who require it, at the 
time of need. 
 
From Tuesday 23rd February, children will see a new topic on their classwork stream called ‘Get Help’.  This 
will link to an ‘on-call’ teacher who will be able to support children, or source and direct support to them.  
This option will be available between 9:30am-11:30am and 1pm-3pm Monday – Thursday, with Friday 
having a morning only option.  It is our hope that this will allow children who require additional support, 
beyond the pre-recorded session from their class team, to drop-in to the zoom link to speak with a member 
of the teaching team. 
 
In order for us to ensure this service can be maintained, we will be removing the current optional end of 
day zoom.  Through our attendance registers, we can see the afternoon zoom call is not well attended and 
we feel that the teachers will be better placed to support the on-call service. 
 
Alongside this option, you will receive notice from your class teacher of the time of your child’s individual 
weekly assembly.  This will provide an opportunity for children, both in school and at home, to come 
together with their class teacher once a week.  By having designated time in their class groups, we hope 
this will support a feeling of connectedness for the school community. 
 
There is no ‘one size’ approach to planning for remote education, but we hope that these changes will be 
supportive as we conclude this round (and hopefully the last round) of partial school closures.  We of 
course await the final details of school reopening plans and Mrs Noakes will write out to you all following 
confirmation from the Prime Minister, which is expected this evening.  However, it goes without saying that 
we cannot wait to have #TeamJB back on site.  We are hopeful that the work we have put in now will 
support the school community in the event of partial or full bubble closures in the future, should they be 
required. 
 
Finally, I would like thank those who were part of the focus groups, alongside the many parents and carers 
who took the time to write to myself or Mrs Budden with feedback from their household.   
 
As always, should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Stephen Mitchell 

 

Deputy Headteacher  
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