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Nursery Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

The topic we 

will be learning 

is: 

Settling in/All About Me 

Traditional Tales 

  

 

Autumn, Fireworks,  Harvest 

 

Celebrations: Diwali, Christmas 

  

 

Winter, Arctic Habitats,  

Transport/ people who help 

us   

 

Celebrations: Chinese New 

Year 

SPRING! Growing/Lifecycles 

Forest/Woods/farm Habitat 

 

Celebrations: Shrove Tuesday, 

Easter 

 

Legends & Make Believe  

Space 

 

Celebrations: Ramadan/Eid 

 

Dinosaurs 

Jungle Habitat 

Seaside/The Beach 

Transition 

  

 

Inspiring 

moment: 

Pie Corbett – retelling 

traditional tales  

Story of Diwali  Changing home corner to a 

Hospital 

Butterflies Life Cycle (TBC) 

Giant’s Castle Roleplay 

Entry to Legends/Make Believe: 

How to Train Your Dragon/ Space 

Ship Crash 

Looking at our baby photos from 

home 

Literacy: 

 

 Learning to recognise 

own name 

 Nursery songs and 

rhymes (continuous) 

spot and suggest 

rhymes for phonological 

awareness   

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 On-going mark making 

opportunities 

 Name writing practice,  

 Exploring Characters 

and their choices 

 Recounts and retelling 

 Recipe writing 

(porridge) 

 Understand the five 

concepts about print: it 

has meaning. has a 

purpose (story or name) 

. We read from left to 

right in English 

(demonstrate using 

finger while reading 

books on carpet) 

The names on the 

different parts o the 

book and page 

sequencing  

 Learning to recognise own 

name recognise words with 

same initial sound e.g Ronnie 

and robot, Elina and egg  

words that start with the 

same as their own name 

beginning. 

 Nursery songs and rhymes 

(continuous) 

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 On-going mark making 

opportunities 

 Name writing practice—gift 

tags, xmas cards 

 Story of Diwali 

 

 

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 Name writing—

Recipes, CNY cards 

 Helicopter Stories—

telling our own 

stories through play 

 Use of Expressive 

Language 

 Lists—shopping lists 

for stir fry (use 

some print and 

letter knowledge in 

early writing)  

 Write some letters 

accurately( 

continuous ) 

 

 

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 Name writing 

 Helicopter Stories—telling our 

own stories through play 

 The Gruffalo 

 Use of Expressive Language 

 List—shopping list for 

pancakes 

 Write some or all of their 

name (continuous)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Information books vs 

fiction books 

 Nursery songs and rhymes 

(continuous) 

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 On-going mark making 

opportunities 

 Name writing practice 

 Fact & Fiction 

 Character exploration 

 Recounts and retelling—Pie 

Corbett 

 Helicopter Stories 

 Maps 

 Expressive language 

 Writing Eid Cards 

 Shared write—story map  

 Nursery songs and 

rhymes (continuous) 

 Letters and Sounds 

(continuous) 

 On-going mark making 

opportunities 

 Name writing practice 

 Fact & Fiction 

 Recounts and retelling—

Pie Corbett 

 Helicopter Stories 

 Expressive Language 

 Labelling—habitat 

 Count or clap the amount 

of syllables in word.  

 

Numeracy:  Number songs 

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence  

 Show finger numbers up 

to 5  

 Noticing and creating 

patterns 

 Talk about and identify 

patterns around them.  

 Number songs  

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence 

 Noticing and creating 

patterns 

 Number recognition and 

sequencing 

 Experiment Using their own 

symbols and marks as well as 

 Number songs  

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence 

 Noticing and 

creating patterns 

 Number recognition 

and sequencing  

 Use and begin to 

learn names of 2D 

 Number songs  

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence 

 Noticing and creating patterns 

on Easter eggs 

 Number recognition and 

sequencing  

 Links numerals and amounts. 

Showing the right amount of 

 Number songs  

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence 

 Repeating Patterns, Islamic 

Patterns 

 Position and Direction 

 Number recognition and 

sequencing  

 Sort objects according to 

 One is a snail, ten is a 

crab Maths 

 Number songs  

 Butterfly/Ladybird 

Symmetry 

 Counting and 1:1 

correspondence 

 Noticing and creating 

patterns 



The John Ball Curriculum 2021/2022 

London and Beyond     Community     Communication     Adventure and exploration     Innovative thinking     Possibility 

 

Using natural objects to 

get words like bumpy 

twigs, round rocks, 

stripy shirts  

 Use and begin to learn 

names of 2D shapes 

when making shape 

faces. 

 Sort objects according 

to different 

characteristics such as 

colour, shape, size 

 Exploring language of 

size and quantity 

 (cardinal principle)  

know that the last 

number reached when 

counting a small set of 

objects shows the total 

amount 

 Saying one number for 

each item 

 Using traditional tales 

to describe the 

sequence, what 

happened first  

 

 

numerals. ( how many 

fireworks have we got)  

 Create and extend ABAB 

patterns using shapes and 

colours.  

 Correct and notice mistakes 

in patterns.    

 Use and begin to learn 

names of 2D shapes when 

making firework rockets 

 Talk about and explore 2d/ 

3d shapes. Using rocket 

cutting out and saying how 

the shapes are flat, how 

many corners, straight, 

round etc.  

 Sort objects according to 

different characteristics 

such as colour, shape, size 

 Exploring weight/capacity 

through our play 

 

 

shapes  

 Noticing 3D shapes 

in the environment—

e.g. wheels, traffic 

cones 

 Describing a familiar 

route,  

 Sort objects 

according to 

different 

characteristics such 

as colour, shape, size 

 Exploring 

weight/capacity 

through our play 

 Use of directional 

language (transport) 

 Begin using 

positional language 

without pointing 

farm animals and the 

corresponding numeral. 

 Use and begin to learn names 

of 2D shapes  

 Sort objects according to 

different characteristics such 

as colour, shape, size 

 Position and Direction 

Understand positional language 

through words alone. . The 

roots are beneath the ground. 

The leaves are on top of the 

tree 

 Measuring beanstalks/each 

other—comparison 

 Sequencing growing—plant 

seeds, cover, water 

 Begin to describe a sequence 

of events using words such as 

first, then etc.  

  

different characteristics 

such as colour, shape, size 

 Exploring weight/capacity 

through our play. 

Comparison between 

weight/ capacity of items 

using big bottles 

 Compare quantities using 

language “more than less 

than” (Gem counting 

activity)  

 Discuss positional language 

in front of behind using 

places and location. Using 

pirate maps and beebots, 

map making  

 

 

 Number recognition and 

sequencing  

 Sort objects according 

to different 

characteristics such as 

colour, shape, size 

 Exploring 

weight/capacity through 

our play 

 Data Collection—tallying  

 Solve real world maths 

problems with numbers 

up to 5 (can you add 2 

more gems to the box 

how many do we have 

 Combine shapes to make 

bigger ones, making an 

arch adding triangles 

together to make a 

bigger one.  

 

Creative: 

 

 Making our faces using 

shapes for our display 

 Using  mirrors and skin 

tone pencils to draw our 

self-portraits create 

closed shapes and 

continuous lines to 

represent object  

 Skeleton pictures using 

chalk, cotton buds 

 Take part in pretend 

play using objects to 

represent something 

eels even though they 

are not similar. E.g. 

pinecones for pasta 

duplo for chees           

  Show emotions in 

drawing/ painting  

 Respond to they have 

heard, expressing 

 Diva lamps 

 Autumnal & firework 

pictures (sounds 

representation) 121  

 Rangoli patterns  (explore 

colour and colour mixing)  

 Singing and dancing-

Christmas production 

remember and sing entire 

songs  

 Drawing recognisable 

pictures—e.g. spider with 

legs 

 Begin to create stories using 

small world equipment. In 

home corner can be 

pretending to be a parent 

cooking for baby.  Using 

rules set out by the group.  

 Using rocket making to 

represent ideas such as 

 Arctic Pictures & 

collages 

 Junk Modelling—can 

you make an igloo? 

Or a home for a 

bear? 

 Make complex small 

worlds with blocks 

and construction 

kits. (Can they make 

a town for transport 

using happy street)  

 CNY dragon collage  

 Design/model a 

vehicle 

 Painting Ice cubes 

 Explore different 

materials freely, 

developing ideas 

about how to use 

them and what to 

 Making Easter cards 

 Tissue paper flowers 

 Gruffalo masks and role play 

 Decorating paper Easter eggs 

 Tulip painting (explore colour 

mixing)  

 Daffodils—observational 

pictures 

 Lavender Playdough 

 Developing own ideas in 

creative play and deciding what 

materials to use.  (junk 

modelling ) 

 Islamic Patterns 

 Designing shields, crowns, 

cloaks 

 Shape rockets/aliens 

 Drawing with increased 

complexity and detail, such 

as alien faces with a circle 

and details of the face.  

 Pitch matching songs  

 

 

 Minibeast Playdough 

 Habitat boxes 

 Under the sea /jungle 

collage 

 Junk modelling sea 

creatures, dinosaurs 

 Printing for symmetry 

 Joining different 

materials and exploring 

different textures. 

(jungle/ habitat boxes)  

 Create/ improving a 

song, using down in the 

jungle adding new animals 

and movements  
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thoughts and feeling 

through art. 

 

 

movement and noise.  

 Using  instruments with 

increased control 

expressing feeling 

(continuous)    

 

make  

 

The World:  Beginning to make 

friends and widen circle 

of familiar adults. Begin 

to understand different 

countries and the world 

around us. 

 Manipulating/changing 

materials (porridge, 

cornflour) using all their 

senses in hands on 

explorations of 

materials with similar or 

different properties   

 All about me discussing 

life story and family 

history.   

 Develop positive 

attitudes in regards to 

different people and 

our differences.  

(continuous)  

 

 Seasonal changes, nocturnal 

animals 

 Harvest—where our food 

comes from 

 Diwali 

 Bonfire Night (how to stay 

safe) 

 How Christmas is celebrated 

across the world 

 Forest School talk about 

what they see using a wide 

variety of vocab ( also 

continuous when not at 

forest school examining 

seasonal changes)  

 Learning about 

features of arctic 

habitats and 

creatures that 

survive there 

 Different forms of 

transport 

 How is Chinese New 

Year Celebrated?  

 Showing interest/  

understanding of 

different 

occupations (people 

who help us)  

 Explore the 

difference between 

materials and 

changes they notice  

(items sinking and 

floating group focus 

using water tray)  

 

 Planting care for growing 

plants 

 Lifecycles of butterflies, 

chickens, ducks understand 

key features of the life cycle 

of a plant or animal 

 Shrove Tuesday (5th March) 

Pancakes 

 Forest School 

 Duck Eggs 

 Use all senses to explore 

collection of natural materials 

having a tough tray with mud, 

leaves etc.  

 Understand the need to 

respect and care for the 

natural environment and all 

livings.  

 

 How Eid is celebrated 

 Distinguishing between real 

and make-believe 

 Where do we live in Space? 

And on Earth? 

 Begin developing 

understanding/interest 

around Moon, Sun, Stars. 

 Explore and talk about 

different forces they can 

feels. Gravity holding us 

down during space. how 

water pushes the boat in 

water tray.  

 Magnets (continuous).   

 

 

 

 Learning about the 

jungle  and ocean 

habitats 

 Developing 

understanding of a wider 

historical timeline—

dinosaurs 

 Exploring and comparing 

different natural 

materials vs man made 

 Begin to make sense of 

own life story- looking at 

photos from baby, start 

of year and how they 

currently look have they 

changed much.  

 Discussing the world 

around us and talk about 

differences from 

experience from around 

the world. Where have 

you experienced or seen 

in photos.  

 

PSED: 

(Personal 

Social  

Emotional  

Development)  

 Develop sense of 

responsibility and 

membership of a 

community. (continuous)  

 Become more outgoing 

with unfamiliar people in 

the setting.    

 Showing confidence in 

new social situations.   

 Talk about feelings 

using words like happy, 

sad, angry or worried.  

 Increasingly follow rules, 

understanding the 

importance of them   

 Understand gradually how 

others may be feeling 

(continuous) 

 Can settle for an activity 

for an extended period of 

time   

 Selects and uses resources, 

with help when needed.  To 

achieve desired outcome 

 Be independent in 

meeting their own 

care needs, using the 

toilet and washing/ 

drying hands.   

 Children begin taking 

part in pretend play/ 

role-play with one 

another.  

  

 Managing turn taking 

when playing  

 Understand the 

importance of brushing 

our teeth (continuous)  

 Remember the rules without an 

adult needing to remind them 

(continuous)  

  

 Making healthy choice 

about food, drink activity 

and toothbrushing.  Using 

pirates a an example not 

eating lots of fruit made 

teeth fall out or go funny 

colours.  

 Talk with others to solve 

conflicts  (continuous)   
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Physical   Develop movement, 

balancing and ball skills. 

(low level climbing 

throwing ball into 

hoops) 

 Use large muscles 

during paint and mark 

making  

 Show a preference or 

begin to choose a 

dominant hand to focus 

on writing with.  

 Collaborate with others to 

manage large items, such as 

moving a long plank safely, 

carrying large hollow blocks 

during tidy up. 

 Skip, hop, stand on one leg 

or pose for a game.   Simon 

says  

 Increasingly independent in 

getting dressed by 

themselves. Using the easy 

coat on method.   

 

 Go up steps or climb 

using alternate feet 

using large blocks in 

the playground. 

 Matching physical 

skill to tasks in the 

environment.   

Changing how they 

move on planks e.g. 

crawling based on 

length  

 Choosing the correct 

resources for the activity.   

During growing will choose the 

correct tools to plant their 

own plant.  

 Confident in using one handed 

tools and equipment. 

 Use comfortable grip with 

good control when using a 

pen/ pencil.  

 Can use one-handed tools 

with confidence for 

example using scissors to 

cut.  

 Can remember sequences 

and patterns of 

movements, which are 

related to music.  

Remembering and acting 

out different animal 

movement sin down in 

the jungle.  

Communication 

and language  

 Enjoys listening to 

longer stories and can 

remember much of what 

happens.  

 Children can begin to 

pay attention to more 

than one thing at a time. 

E.g., play while receiving 

instruction.  

 Sings a large repertoire of 

songs 

 Responds to simple 

instructions who two parts  

 Use longer sentences o four 

to ix words. E.g. can I have 

some milk please  

 Begun having conversations 

with another person that 

continue with both members 

speaking for many turns.  

 Develop 

pronunciation 

through phonics. 

Tricky sounds that 

children may 

mispronounce are r, 

j, th,,ch and sh in 

some words.    

 Use talk to organise 

themselves and their 

play.  e.g. lets go on a 

bus you sit there and 

I will drive. 

 

 Understands why questions 

such as why does a caterpillar 

eat a lot of food.  

 Begins to be able to 

express a point of view and 

debate when they disagree 

with a friend or adult.  

 

 Use a wide range of 

vocabulary.  

 Developing 

communication but still 

use swimmed instead of 

swam. Use multiple 

tenses more within 

language. Recast what 

children say instead of 

correcting.  

Core Texts:   Owl Babies 

 Elmer 

 Funny Bones 

 Various Traditional 

Tales 

 Worrysauraus 

 

 

 Diwali Story 

 Oliver’s vegetables 

 Christmas stories 

 We’re going on a bear hunt 

 Handa’s Surprise 

 

 

 Stickman 

 Arctic—information 

books 

 Lost & Found 

 The Emperors Egg 

 We’re going on a 

Bear Hunt 

 

 

 Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 

 The Gruffalo  

 Titch 

 Jack and the Beanstalk 

 The Tiny Seed 

 

 

 The Paperbag Princess 

 Dragon Stew  

 Room on the Broom 

 Captain Flinn and the 

Pirate Dinosaurs 

 Golden Domes Silver 

Lanterns 

 Ramadan Moon 

 Look up  

 

 

 Dinosaurs Love 

Underpants 

 Dinosaur emporium  

 Monkey Puzzle 

 Rumble in the Jungle 

 Commotion in the Ocean  

 Are you my mummy? 

 

 

Moment to 

share: 

Gallery of our self portraits  Christmas Production - TBC Designing our vehicles Hatching of Butterflies  Paper mache planets  Habitat boxes 

Open evening sharing of work 

with parents (TBC) 

 

 


