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Reception Autumn 1 

Topic Drivers: 

History, Personal 

Development, PSED 

Autumn 2 

Topic Drivers: 

Science, RE, Art 

Spring 1 

Topic Drivers:  

Geography 

 

Spring 2 

Topic Drivers: 

History 

 

Summer 1 

Topic Drivers: 

Art 

Drama 

CLL 

Summer 2 

Topic Drivers: 

Science 

 

The topic we 

will be learning 

is: 

Settling In/ 

Marvellous Me 

 

 

Celebrations!  

 

Where in the world? 

(Transport- How are we 

getting there? Maps/ 

Pirates/Arctic/ 

Ecosystems) 

Time Travel 

Space 

Dinosaurs 

 

Traditional Tales 

 

Habitats 

Minibeasts 

Superheroes 

Human Growth (Our bodies, 

Healthy Eating,Teeth) 

Inspiring 

moment: 

Self portraits  Theatre (stick man)  

Post Office (role play) 

 Flat Stanley letters  Cave Baby Large Scale Art Discover Centre Trip  

 

Superhero visitor (Dentist) 

Butterflies 

Literacy:  Recognising 

their own name 

 Having a go at 

writing their 

own name 

 Letters and 

Sounds and Bug 

Club (begin 

Phase 2) 

 Reading 

(assessments) 

 Phonics 

(assessment) 

 Letters and Sounds and 

Bug Club (continuous) 

 Story of Diwali 

 Drawing into writing  

 Using phonics in 

independent 

writing/reading 

 Labelling  

 Letters and Sounds 

and Bug Club 

(continuous) 

 Drawing into 

writing (continuous) 

 Reading and writing 

simple sentences/ 

caption 

 Draw on knowledge 

from stories non-

fiction and maps  

 

 Letters and Sounds and Bug 

Club (continuous) 

 Drawing into writing 

(continuous) 

 Home corner labels, signs, 

tickets etc 

 Write letters most of which are correctly formed  

 Spell words which are phonetically plausible  

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by 

others  

 Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and know at 

least 10 digraphs  

 Read aloud simple sentences and books which are consistent 

with their phonics knowledge  

 Able to read some tricky words  

 Demonstrate understanding of what has been read  

 Retell stories and narratives  

 Anticipate key events in stories  

 Use and understand vocabulary introduced in stories from 

texts  

Numeracy: 

 

Number is 

ongoing 

throughout the 

academic year 

 Count objects, actions and sounds. 

 Subitise. 

 Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 

number value. 

 Count beyond ten. 

 Compare numbers. 

 Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 

 Relationship between consecutive numbers. 

 Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 

 Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–5 

and some to 10. 

 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to develop 

spatial reasoning skills. 

 Compose and decompose shapes so that children 

recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, 

just as numbers can. 

 Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

 Compare length, weight and capacity 

 Have a deep understand of number to 10 

 Subitise up to 5 

 Automatically recall number bonds up t o5 including 

subtraction facts  

 Some number bonds to 10 

 Double facts  

 Verbally count beyond 20 

 Compare quantities up to 10 

Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10 (odd even, 

double facts, sharing)  
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EAD:  Self portraits 

 Using the 

creative area 

 Mark making 

 Colour mixing 

 Andy Goldsworthy 

 Foraging and leaf rubbings 

(Forest School) 

 Rangoli patterns 

 Collage 

 Printing (bonfire art) 

 Christmas themed art 

 

 

 

 Mixed media 

collage 

 Penguins 

 Make an Igloo 

(creative learning 

project) 

 Talking about 

paintings (Dutch 

Winter scenes) 

 Changing our book corners 

based on chosen core text 

 Design a vehicle 

 Make a dinosaur fossil 

(imprinting with found 

objects in clay) 

 Make a puppet 

 Make a character mask 

 Make use of props and 

materials to retell 

stories  

 Make a supertato 

 Pop art superhereos 

 Colour mixing (primary 

colours)  

 Butterfly paintings with 

pattern and symmetry as 

the focus 

 

UW 

(understanding 

the world) 

(Science/ 

Geography/ 

History)  

 My marvellous 

body (Science) 

 Personal 

development 

(Who am I? 

History)  

 Planting crops 

(broad beans, 

onions, spring 

onions and 

garlic) 

 

 Seasonal changes 

 Harvest-where does food 

come from? 

 Diwali 

 Bonfire Night (how to stay 

safe) 

 Shadows and light sources 

 How Christmas is 

celebrated across the 

world 

 Hibernation / Nocturnal  

 Make observations 

of animals  

 Blubber 

experiment 

 Ice cube 

experiment 

 How we live 

affects the world 

 Shrove Tuesday  

 Different forms of 

transport used across the 

world 

 Transport timeline 

 Story of the Dinosaurs (how 

did they become extinct)  

 Materials 

 Floating and sinking  

 Planting and harvesting 

 Lifecycles of butterflies 

 Venn diagrams and 

classification 

 

 How to look after 

habitats across the world 

 When we were babies 

 Materials (problem 

solving) 

PSED  See themselves as a valuable individual. 

 Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

 Express their feelings and consider the feelings 

of others. 

 Show resilience and perseverance in the face 

of challenge. 

 Identify and moderate their own feelings socially 

and emotionally. 

 Think about the perspectives of others. 

 Manage their own needs Personal      hygiene 

 Know and talk about the different factors that 

          support their overall health and wellbeing 

• Giving and sharing 

• Harvest Festival  Community Outreach   

• Select and use own resources, asks for help and is confident to interact with others 

 Show an understanding 

of feelings and those of 

others  

 Regulate behaviour  

 Set and work towards a 

goal 

 Focussed attention to 

what the teacher says  

 Independence, resilience 

and perseverance  

 Explaining the reasons 

for rules  

 Manage hygiene  

 Work and play 

cooperatively and take 

turns 

 Looking after others 

 Everyday heroes (dentists 

and visits) 
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 Form positive 

attachments to adults  

 Show sensitivity to their 

own needs and the needs 

of others 

End of day 

books: 

  

 Books by Trish 

Cooke 

 Starting School 

by Janet and 

Allan Allberg 

 Spot goes to 

school by Eric 

Hill 

 The Rainbow 

Fish by Marcus 

Pfister 

 When we were 

Giants 

 

 Laura’s star 

 Can’t you sleep little bear 

 I want my light on 

 Oscar and the moth 

 Christmas stories 

 Funny Bones 

 The Giving Tree 

 Whatever next 

 The Gruffalo  

 

 The Bears’ Winter 

House 

 Elmer in the snow 

 Lost and Found 

 Handa’s Surprise 

 Mr Gumpy’s outing 

 The Naughty Bus 

 

 

 Nibbles-The dinosaur guide 

 Dinosaurs Love Underpants 

 Dinosaur information books 

  

 Mr Wolf’s Pancaks  

 Rapunzel retelling 

  Fairy Tale retellings 

 Traction Man 

 SuperDaisy 

 Supersoft heroes 

 Bog Baby 

 Titch 

  

Core Texts   So much 

 Owl Babies 

 Tom Percival 

(link to pride of 

John Ball Ravi’s 

Worry)  

 Gaia Cornwall 

books (link to 

Pride of John 

Ball) 

 We are all 

Wonders  

 Jolly Postman  

 Stick Man  

 The Nativity  

 Rama and Sita 

 The Gruffalo’s Child  

 The Emperors’ Egg 

 Lost and Found 

 Handa’s Surprise  

 Paddington  

 Flat Stanley 

 

 Man on the Moon  

 Funny bones Dinosaur 

Dreams  

 Mixed up Fairy Tales 

 Jack and the Beanstalk  

 Goldilocks and the three 

bears  

 Red riding hood 

 Three Billy Goats Gruff  

 Three Little Pigs  

 Supertato 

 SuperDaisy 

 Juniper Jupiter  

  

Educational 

Visits 

Pantomime visit (settling in)  Local landmarks walk Cutty Sark-Meridian Time Line   Discovery centre  Greenwich ecology centre  

Creative 

Learning 

Project 

Collective timeline  

 

Make a puppet of an animal that 

hibernates during the winter 

Make a map  Make a fact sheet about your 

favourite dinosaur 

Design your own board game 

with numbered squares  

Dentist visit- healthy eating 

project  

Moment to 

share: 

Colour mixing  Share their firework art with 

their carer  

Each class to share facts 

about the Arctic. 

Children to produce a clay tile 

dinosaur fossil imprint. 

Re-tell a traditional tale using 

Pie Corbatt. 

Teddy Bears picnic   

 


