Literacy and Numeracy in Reception at
John Ball Primary School
This booklet provides information about the way Literacy
and Numeracy are taught in the Reception Year at
John Ball Primary School

Remember:
Learning through play is the best way!

Early Literacy Skill at John Ball

-Noticing print in the environment around them
-Recognising their name
-Holding a book and turning the pages
-Allowing children to interpret and tell their own
stories from illustrations
-Showing awareness of print and beginning to understand it conveys meaning
-Predicting what might happen next based on the
illustrations
-Enjoying books
All of these points are key stages in the first steps
towards early reading skills.

What do we mean by ‘Phonics?’

“S...S…..Slither down the snake….”

•

A method of teaching reading by which sounds
or groups of sounds are correlated with letter in an alphabetic writing system

• It provides the building blocks for learning
to read and spell. We also link it to letter
formation to support early writing.

Letters and Sounds and the ‘patter’ we use

What is ‘Blending?’
Letters and Sounds gives the children the scaffolding and building blocks for reading and spelling and
we also use it to teach the children the correct
letter formation.
We teach the children that each letter, or group of
letters makes one sound, which then makes a word.
It’s almost like teaching children the code we already know.

Whilst building our bank of letters and sounds, we
can begin to introduce ‘blending’ - at which point the
children start to realise that when the sounds come
together, they build words!
For this we use ‘sound buttons’ and ‘phonics fingers’- a process by which each individual sound is
made in quick succession until the word ‘pops’ out.
We begin with CVC words (Consonant, Vowel, Consonant.)
For example: d/ o / g

Bug Club to support Blending
We use Bug Club to support our teaching. Each week, we will be engaging the
children in shared reads based on the
letters and sounds they have explored
so far.

Here is an example from a text called:
Kit and Dog...

Bug Club to support Segmenting

In order to ensure each child has a confident
grasp on the concept of blending, we like to
‘Charlie Check’ through Segmenting.
Segmenting means, breaking a word back down
into singular graphemes or diagraphs.
Example: “What sounds can you hear in ‘dog?’”
It is important not to rush– blending and segmenting take time and
do not always go hand in hand! It is a tricky concept!

Bringing Phonics to Life!
The key to meaningful learning is fun. Fun experiences leave lasting impressions, especially those that are accessed through the
child’s own creativity and imagination. At John Ball, we believe
that meaningful learning should be accessible throughout the environment, both inside and out. Phonics is embedded throughout all
of our provision; so even those do not naturally gravitate to the
‘writing table’ during free flow are exposed to multiple opportunities to indulge in Letters and Sounds!

“Down the tower, across the tower...”

“Slither down the snake…”

“All around the apple, up and
down the leaf…”

Early Numeracy skills
Early Numeracy encompasses a variety of skills
which include:


Verbal counting



Knowing the number symbol



Recognising quantities



Discerning number patterns



Comparing quantities



Manipulating objects to solve simple addition and subtraction
What do we do to develop those skills?

We build children’s numeracy and maths skills through play. Whilst
in the environment, we talk about maths as it is important that
they develop specific language skills related to maths. Daily counting in imperative as counting is one of the first experiences of
maths for young children. In Early Years, we sing number songs
and complete number rhymes which helps to develop our understanding of the number systems. It is imperative that during children’s time in Early Years, they develop a secure understanding of
the number system from 0-20.

Developing a love of all things maths
There are numerous activities we set up for the children alongside our
daily maths provision that develops a love of all things maths. They include:


Number hunts in the indoor and outdoor environment



Magic number-clues around what the number is



Cheeky character stealing some numerals from our number line

Resources we use in the classroom

Suggested activities at home
Number recognition


Go on a number hunt. What numbers can you see
around the home? You could look at numbers on doors, food packets, clocks, magazines and books.



When reading a book at home, ask your child what number they can
see on the page you are reading. Ask questions such as, can you
find number 2? What about numbers 4, 5 and 6.



Draw 11 simple shapes on a piece of paper. Number the shapes 020. Place a toy onto a numbered shape and ask a grown up to tell
you the number. Were they correct? Can they place the toy on a
numbered shape for you to identify?



Write numbers 0-10/0-20 on a piece of paper and hide them
around the house. Ask your child to go on a number hunt. Every
time they find a number, they have to do that many star jumps on
the spot. Once all of them have been collected, you could also ask
your child to order them.



Next time you give your child a snack, ask them to count out how
many pieces you have given them. Every time they eat a piece, ask
them how many are left.



Write the numbers 0-20 on plastic building bricks/lego pieces. Ask
your child to build a tower from 0-20 making sure the numbers are
in the correct order (0 at the bottom)

Number of the day. Write a number of your choice on a piece of paper.
Can you create a number story about it together? Can your child record
it as a tally or in jottings form? What number(s) come before it? What
number(s) come after it? Can it be shared equally? Is it odd or even?

Counting 1:1 correspondence



Counting as you go up the stairs. Counting back as you
go downstairs.



Encourage your child to help you count out items purchased in your weekly shop.



When cooking/baking together, support your child to
help make simple recipes by counting out amounts e.g.
‘Can you put two spoons of cocoa in the bowl?’



When playing with building bricks or small toys, encourage your child to count out how many of each colour/
size



Play simple board games and encourage your child to
count the spots shown in the dice and the number of
spaces to move



Sing numbered themed nursery rhymes and use your
fingers or small props to help count the items. For example, 10 Green Bottles



Additional counting (suggested activities)



Counting things of different sizes – this helps children
to focus on the numerosity of the count



Counting things that can’t be seen, such as sounds, actions, words

Find 1 more or 1 less



Tell your child a number and get them to place this
number of objects on the table/plate. Tell them to
add ‘one more’. Can they add one more and say the
number that you have?



Repeat this with one less but using snacks for this
might be an idea as your child can eat one and tell you
how many snack pieces are left.



Use number stories to reinforce one more/one less.
This could be done at bath time:



“There are 6 frogs on a log. One jumps in the pond.
How many frogs are left?” You can use small objects/
fingers to reinforce the concept of the frogs jumping
in the water (from the bath edge)



Place some small toys in front of you and say how many
they have. Can your child count out a group of toys
that is one more?



Draw an image (e.g alien) and begin adding spots to it.
Ask your child to count how many spots it has? Can
they draw an alien that has one less spot than your
one?

Early stages of addition (finding the
total)


Collect two bowls of objects (e.g. fruit/toys). How many
objects have you got altogether?



Hold up three fingers on one hand and two on the other.
How many fingers are you holding up all together?



Go for a walk (when you can) and take two containers
with you. Together, collect some natural objects and
bring them back to the house. Can you count out how
many objects that were collected altogether?

Addition and Subtraction


Practise using fingers to add and subtract single digit
numbers confidently.



Reinforce the above using objects (e.g. cubes, lego pieces, toys, building blocks)



Teach children how to draw pictures to solve addition
and subtraction problems.They draw pictures to represent what they hear in the story. This will help them to
visualise and solve problems.



Play subtraction bowling. Set up some plastic cups and
get your child to use a ball to knock them down. Record
the subtraction in pictures with the cups having a clear
cross through them in relation to how many they have
knocked down.



Use a sectioned plate and small objects to practise
solving addition.



Play ‘Addition War’. With a pack of playing cards, each
player takes it in turns to turn over 2 cards. They add
them up and the player with the highest amount, gets
to keep the cards. Play until one player loses all their
cards.

Sharing



Cut up a piece of fruit (apple) into 8 slices. If you
shared it equally between yourself and your child, how
many pieces would you have each? Model sharing each
piece out. Could then discuss concept of even numbers



Make a cake together. Once cooled, cut into slices.
Bring it to the table and share it out. If there are
slices left over, work out how many pieces each person
would get in total before the cake is all gone



Share out some food items between their favourite
toys. For example, if they have 8 biscuits and share
them between 2 of their favourite toys, how many biscuits does each toy get?

Websites to support at home
Number


ICT Games https://ictgames.com/



Top Marks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/



Cbeebies (Numberblocks) https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/
games/numberblocks-make-and-play

Literacy


Teach your monster to read desktop version is free)
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com



Bug Club https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0



Cbeebies Alphablocks https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/
games/alphablocks-games

