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News this week and
what a busy week it has
been!

Our first Opening Evening was very successful with
a great turnout. Tickets are selling fast for other
dates, so please spread the work and let your
friends and family know they can book their place
via our website.
Year 6 represented the school exceptionally well
this week with many acting as #TeamJB
Ambassadors and touring prospective parents
around the school.

This week in Nursery we have been learning
about our five main senses. When talking
about our sense of touch, Nursery helped
make some jelly and played with it after. They
were then able to describe how it felt in their
hands.

Year 1 enjoyed using numicon to solve part whole models this week! Well done Walter!!
Year 2 – Year 2 have been investigating drawing portraits this term and focusing in on parts of
the face– look at this beautiful self-portrait by Elin.
Year 6 – Year 6 have been investigating still life this week. Elyse’s still life of paint brushes
has focused carefully on light and shade, while Aidan’s has started to focus in on detail with
his still life of a vase of flowers.

Year 5 went to the London Docklands Museum on Thursday as part of our History
topic on The Transatlantic Slave Trade. We had a lovely day out seeing different
artefacts from the museum, exploring a replica of a port town and seeing the
various museum exhibits.
'The Museum of London Docklands was very interesting. I definitely loved it.
Elizabeth 5H
I loved the trip. My favourite part was Sailor Town which showed you what life was
like for sailors in 1840. Elise 5H

6A & 6G school journey to
Tolmers, they had a wonderful
time and returned full of joy.

Black History Month
October sees Black History Month (BHM) launch with hundreds of events across the
country. The Black History Month UK magazine has launched a new campaign for
2021 called ‘Proud To Be’. It will invite Black and Brown people of all ages throughout
the UK to share what they are proud to be. For example, Proud To Be Black, Proud To
Be Brown, Proud To Be Black & LGBTQ+, Proud To Be Me.
The campaign aims to make Black History Month 2021 personal and unique to
individuals, families and communities, focusing on how we’re all making history all the
time in our own ways, as well as the contributions and achievements of Black people
throughout history.
We would invite our school community to share what they are Proud to be via our
school Twitter page @JBPrimary.
At John Ball School, BHM gives us a renewed focus on implementing the Race Equality
Pledge which the Governing body and the school has signed up to. The Governing
body and the School are clear that as a school we have to take an anti-racist
approach otherwise we are complicit with racism. Therefore, our race equality work is
included in our School Improvement plan. This includes our aims to:
1) Remove barriers and actively work towards our staff team reflecting our school
community at all levels including governance, leadership and teachers.
2) Create a diverse curriculum with resources that celebrates and reflects our black
and ethnic minority groups.
3) Developing confidence and space to talk about race, understand and address
issues with children, parents and staff.
We are proud of the work we have already achieved by weaving black history into
our curriculum through dedicated humanities topics focussing on a range of
significant individuals who have contributed to national and international
achievements.
We know that this is not enough and we have commissioned the organisation Black
Curriculum to carry out a thorough review of our whole curriculum to understand
where we can make further improvements.
The Early Years are also working to ensure that resources and images in the setting are
more diverse. I know the team are followers of The Black Nursery Manager to be
guided and kept up to date with ideas and top tips.
We have worked in partnership with the Lewisham based Urban Synergy charity to
show our Year 5 and 6 pupils’ diverse and successful people from a range of industries
as part of their careers work.
We are proud of the steps we have taken on our journey to become anti-racist, we
know that it is a long journey. We are grateful for the parents of the Race Equality
working party supporting us in the first few steps of this work and the contributions from
staff and pupils going forward.
I will update you on the work throughout the year and look forward to your
contributions on #Proud to be on our Twitter feed.

Well done again to Year 4 for
excellent attendance this week!
Attendance this week

The Attendance Officer at John Ball continues to monitor

Reception – 92%

attendance and punctuality.

Year 1 – 92%

Thank you to those who continue to inform school via phone or email

Year 2 -93%
Year 3- 96%
Year 4- 98%
Year 5- 94%
Year 6 –97%

regarding absence due to illness. This should continue to happen daily
please. Clear and concise information is much appreciated by the
attendance officer and helps to safeguard our children. However,
some parents will receive a letter next week to inform them of their
child’s current level of absence from school. If you receive such a
letter and you wish to discuss the contents therein please contact
Mrs Windham in the school office.

Dessert donations in the atrium
Thank you to those who have already contributed to our Dessert Donation tables in
the atrium. Please kindly donate a tin, a packet mix or long life goods as this will be
greatly appreciated by Lewisham Foodbank.

Thank you to Lewisham Council
This week our Head pupils Tara and Johnny presented the contractors who liad our lovely over
the summer with a thank you letter. The contractors and Lewisham Council were so pleased as
they had never received a thank you before their work. This is an excellent example of respect
and kindness our children have shown others.

This week Chef Helin and the team prepared some baby leafy carrots for the children. They
roasted them whole with honey and thyme and left some of the green part still attached
so see if they may engage with the vegetable in a different way. Chef Helin asked some of
the children if it reminded them of what peter rabbit or bugs bunny would eat.
This produce came from one of our suppliers Natoora who specialise in sustainable and
seasonal produce from small growers.
https://www.features.natoora.com/

Staff News
This week we said goodbye to
Vikki Amner.
Vikki joined John Ball Primary
School seven years ago as the
Office Manager. She was a
dedicated and valued member of
the admin team. However, Vikki
has moved on to take her
organisational skills to a local
company.
We wish Vikki well in her new role.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 12th October

5pm – 6pm Reception open evening

13th – 14th October

6L & 6B school journey to Tolmers

Wednesday 13th October

1H to Moon Lane Books

Tuesday 19th October

Year 2 workshop on Mary Seacole

Wednesday 20th October

1K to Moon Lane Books

Thursday 21st October

4pm – 6pm - Open evening for prospective parents

25th – 29th October 2021

Half Term

Wednesday 3rd November

4pm – 6pm - Open Evening for prospective parents

Monday 15th November

5pm – 7pm - Open Evening for prospective parents

