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A vision for Geography at John Ball School 

 

At John Ball, we believe that it has never been more important for children to have a 

comprehensive global understanding and knowledge of the world and the people and 

cultures that inhabit it. Through understanding geography and the complexity of our 

planet, we believe that our children will develop respect for the physical environment 

and the diverse range of cultures and beliefs that make up our world. Through our 

curriculum, our pupils have a means by which to apply their own direct experiences of 

the world and develop and extend it within a local, national and global context.  Pupils 

will also revisit Geography topics, providing them with opportunities to apply related 

knowledge, ideas and concepts—a technique called interleaving—allowing them to 

store information more deeply, challenging them to identify patterns and form 

connections. 

At John Ball we draw from our rich locality as a source of learning based on first-hand 

experience and we place children’s learning in a personal context. The chronology of 

the curriculum is designed to be reflective and responsive to the development of 

children’s ever-expanding worldview as well as their growing capacity to understand 

more complex concepts rooted in geography, such as questioning whether there is 

“enough for everyone”. 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to allow children to be critical thinkers with the 

skills to seek relevant information across all topics. It is by developing these critical 

reasoning skills, the ability to ask important questions, weigh up information and form 

well-rounded perspectives/judgements that we aim to contribute to the growth of 

young, accountable world citizens.  
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OVERVIEW EYFS Key Stage 1 
 

Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 
 

It’s a Small World GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my 
school 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key 
human and 
physical features of 
the UK 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Mapping my local 
area 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  The 
UK’s coasts and 
rivers 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping the 
world. 

 
GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Mapping the 
world. 

Autumn 2 

Seasons of the Year GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my world 

Let’s go to the 
Arctic 
 

The UK Water  Enough for 
Everyone 

Spring 1 
 

Antarctic My Local Area   GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Mapping my local 
area 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Key 
human and 
physical features 
of the UK 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:   
Extreme Earth 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Land 
use and 
settlements in the 
UK.  

Features of 
Physical 
Geography 

Spring 2 
 

Land Before Time GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key 
human and 
physical features 
in my local area.  
 

Let’s Explore 
London 

Extreme Earth The World What’s China 
Like? 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Yosemite Park 
Biomes 

Summer 1 
 

Far, far away Around the World GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Directions 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:   
Mapping the 
world. 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Key 
human and 
physical features 
of the UK 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Physical features 
of the UK 
(National Parks) 

The Amazing 
Americas 

Summer 2 
 

Habitats Let’s go to the 
Jungle 

Seas and Coasts Our European 
Neighbours  
 

Yosemite National 
Park 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Location and 
directions 
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EYFS 

S
K

IL
L

S
 

 

Key Stage 1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To talk about past 
and present events 
in their own lives and 
in the lives of family 
members.  
 
To know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
others, and among 
families, 
communities and 
traditions. 
 
To comment and ask 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world, such 
as the place where 
they live or the 
natural world.  
 
To talk about some 
of the things they 
have observed, such 
as plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects.  
 

G
e

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

a
l 
e
n

q
u

ir
y
 

 Ask and answer 
simple geographical 
questions. 

 Use information 
books, pictures, 
photos, the internet 
and maps as sources 
of information. 

 Investigate their 
surroundings. 

 Describe some 
similarities and 
differences when 
studying places and 
features e.g. hot and 
cold places of the 
world. 

 Ask and 
answer simple 
geographical 
questions when 
investigating 
different places 
and 
environments. 

 Use 
information 
books, pictures, 
photos, the 
internet and 
maps as 
sources of 
information. 

 Investigate 
their 
surroundings  

 Make 
observations 
about where 
things are e.g. 
within school or 
local area. 

 Describe 
similarities, 
differences and 
patterns e.g. 
comparing their 
lives with those 
of children in 
other places 
and 
environments. 

 Begin to 
initiate 
geographical 
questioning Use 
NF books, stories, 
atlases, 
pictures/photos 
and internet as 
sources of 
information. 

 Investigate 
places and 
themes at 
different scales 
(i.e. close or 
further away) 

 Respond to 
questions using 
geographical 
knowledge 

 Begin to 
collect and record 
evidence, with 
support  

 Analyse 
evidence and 
begin to draw 
conclusions 
 
 

 Ask and 
respond to 
questions and 
offer their own 
ideas. 

 Use NF 
books, stories, 
atlases, 
pictures/photos 
and internet as 
sources of 
information. 

 Investigate 
places and 
themes at more 
than one scale 

 Collect and 
record evidence 
with some aid 

 Analyse 
evidence and 
begin to draw 
conclusions e.g. 
make 
comparisons 
between two 
locations using 
photos/ pictures, 
temperatures in 
different 
locations. 

 Pick out key 
lines and features 
of a view in the 
field 
 

 Begin to suggest 
questions for 
investigating 

 Begin to use 
primary and secondary 
sources of evidence in 
their investigations. 

 Investigate places 
with more emphasis on 
the larger scale; 
contrasting and distant 
places 

 Collect and record 
evidence unaided 

 Suggest questions 
for investigating 

 Analyse evidence 
and draw conclusions 
(ie compare historical 
maps or look at 
temperature of various 
locations, considering 
influence on people)  

 
 
 
 

 Use primary and 
secondary sources of 
evidence in their 
investigations. 

 Collect and record 
evidence unaided 

 Analyse evidence 
and draw conclusions 
e.g. compare historical 
maps of varying scales 
e.g. temperature of 
various locations - 
influence on 
people/everyday life 

 Suggest questions 
for investigating 

 Collect and record 
evidence unaided 

 Analyse evidence 
and draw conclusions   
e.g. from field work data 
on land use comparing 
land use/temperature, 
look at patterns and 
explain reasons behind it 
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To talk about why 
things happen and 
how things work.  
 
To develop an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time.  
 
To show care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment. 
 
To look closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 
 
To know about 
similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places, objects, 
materials and living 
things. They talk 
about the features of 
their own immediate 
environment and 
how environments 
might vary from one 
another. 

D
ir

e
c

ti
o

n
/L

o
c

a
ti

o
n

 

 Follow directions 
(up, down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards) 
 

 Follow 
directions (up, 
down, left/right, 
forwards/backw
ards, North, 
East, South and 
West) 
 

 Use 4 
compass points 
to follow/give 
directions:  

 Use letter/no. 
co-ordinates to 
locate features on 
a map. 
 

 Use 4 
compass points 
across a range of 
contexts  

 Begin to use 8 
compass points; 

 Use letter/no. 
co-ordinates to 
locate features on 
a map accurately 
across a range of 
contexts. 
 

 Use 8 compass 
points; 

 Begin to use 4 
figure co-ordinates to 
locate features on a 
map. 

 Use 4 figure co-
ordinates confidently to 
locate features on a 
map. 
 

 Use 8 compass 
points accurately across 
a range of contexts. 

 Begin to use 6 figure 
grid refs; use latitude 
and longitude on atlas 
maps. 

D
ra

w
in

g
 m

a
p

s
 

 Draw picture maps 
of imaginary places 
and from stories. 

 Create simple 
versions of maps (e.g. 
journey sticks.) 

 Draw a map 
of a real or 
imaginary 
place. (e.g. add 
detail to a 
sketch map 
from aerial 
photograph) 

 Make a map 
of a short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order; 

 Make a simple 
drawing.of a 
location with 
some scaling. 

 Make a simple 
scale drawing.of 
a location. 

 Begin to draw a 
variety of thematic 
maps based on their 
own data. 

 Begin to draw plans 
of increasing 
complexity. 

 Draw a variety of 
thematic maps based on 
their own data and 
investigation 

 Draw plans of 
increasing complexity 
and detail. 

R
e
p

re
s

e
n

ta
ti

o
n

  Use own symbols 
on imaginary map. 
 

 Begin to 
understand the 
need for a key. 

 Use class 
agreed symbols 
to make a 
simple key. 
 

 Use standard 
symbols. 
 

 Know why a 
key is needed. 

 Begin to 
recognise 
symbols on an 
OS map. 

 Draw a sketch map 
using symbols and a 
key; 

 Use/recognise OS 
map symbols. 
 

 Use/recognise OS 
map symbols 

 Use atlas symbols 

U
s
in

g
 m

a
p

s
 

 Use a simple 
picture map to move 
around the school; 

 Recognise that a 
map represents a 
place. 
 

 Follow route 
on a map  

 Use a plan 
view  

 Use an 
infant atlas to 
locate places  

  

 Locate places 
on larger scale 
maps (i.e. maps 
of Europe)  

 Follow a route 
on a map with 
some accuracy 
(i.e. when 
orienteering)  
 

 Locate places 
on larger scale 
maps (i.e. maps 
of Europe)  

 Follow a route 
on a large-scale 
map  
 

 Select map type for 
a specific purpose  

 Begin to use 
atlases to find out 
about other features of 
places (ie longest river, 
wettest, coldest)  
 
 

 Follow a short route 
on an OS map. 

  Describe features 
shown on an OS map. 

 Locate places on a 
world map  

 Use atlases to find 
out about other features 
of places (ie longest 
river, mountains, 
regions)  
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S
c

a
le

/D
is

ta
n

c

e
 

 Use relative 
vocabulary (e.g. 
bigger/smaller, 
like/dislike) 

 

 Begin to 
spatially match 
places (i.e. 
recognise UK 
on a small- or 
large-scale 
map) 

 Begin to 
match boundaries 
(i.e. find same 
boundary of a 
country on 
different scale 
maps) 

 Begin to 
match boundaries 
(ie find same 
boundary of a 
country on 
different scale 
maps) 

 Measure straight 
line distance on a plan 

 Find/recognise 
places on maps of 
different scales 

 Measure straight line 
distance on a plan  

 Use scale to 
measure distance 

 Draw/use maps and 
plans at a range of 
scales 

P
e

rs
p

e
c

ti

v
e
 

 Draw around 
objects to make a 
plan. 

  

 Look down 
on objects to 
make a plan 
view map. 

 Begin to draw 
a sketch map 
from a high 
view point.   

 

 Draw a sketch 
map from a high 
view point. 

 Draw a plan view 
map with some 
accuracy. 

 

 Draw a plan view 
map accurately. 

 

M
a

p
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 

 Learn names of 
some places 
within/around the 
UK. E.g. Home 
town, cities, 
countries e.g. 
Wales, France. 
 

 Locate and 
name on 
UK map 
major 
features 
e.g. 
London, 
River 
Thames, 
home 
location, 
seas.   

 

 Begin to 
identify points 
on maps A,B 
and C 
 

 Begin to 
identify significant 
places and 
environments 

 Identify significant 
places and 
environments 
 

 Confidently identify 
significant places 
and environments 

S
ty

le
 o

f 
m

a
p

 

 Use picture maps 
and globes 

 Picture 
maps and 
globes 

 Find 
land/sea on 
globe. 

 Use teacher 
drawn base 
maps. 

 Use large 
scale OS 
maps. 

 Use an 
infant atlas 

 Use large 
scale OS 
maps. 

 Begin to use 
map sites on 
internet. 

 Begin to use 
junior atlases. 

 Begin to 
identify 
features on 
aerial/oblique 
photographs. 
 

 Use large and 
medium scale 
OS maps. 

 Use map 
sites on 
internet. 

 Use junior 
atlases. 

 Identify 
features on 
aerial/oblique 
photographs 
 

 Use medium scale 
land ranger OS 
maps. 

 Confidently use an 
atlas. 

 Recognise world 
map as a flattened 
globe and different 
projections of this. 

 Use index and 
contents page within 
atlases confidently. 

 Use a range of OS 
maps. 

 Recognise world 
map as a flattened 
globe and different 
projections of this. 
 



John Ball Curriculum 
2021/2022 

Understanding the World: Geography – EYFS 

 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

It’s a Small 
World 

 Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries (drawing on knowledge from stories, non-

fiction texts and maps.) 

 Recognise some environments that are different to 

the one in which they live. 

 Building a bank of different ways to say ‘hello’ in 

different languages during register time.  

 Celebrating language spoken at home and family 

background. 

 Comparing foods, clothing and music from around 

the world. 
Key vocab: different, same, here, there, hot, cold, home, 
hello, family, special. 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

 
Seasons of the 
Year 

 Understand some important processes and changes 

in the natural world, such as the changing of the 

seasons. 

 Identify the key features of each season and 

compare the changes that have taken place.  

 Recognise changes in the natural world around them, 

such as nights getting darker.  

 Compare how the appearance of a tree can help us 

identify the season. 
 

Key vocab: cold, dark, hot, sunny, windy, rainy, snow, 
summer, winter, autumn, spring, creatures, bare, leaves 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

 
The Antarctic 

 Compare and contrast our living conditions to those 

we would experience in the Antarctic. 

 Be able to locate the Antarctic on a large-scale map. 

 Identify animals that live in the Arctic. 

 Recall the key facts about the life of an Emperor 

Penguin, from egg to adult. 
Key vocab: ice, snow, cold, wind, penguin, feathers, wind, 
Arctic, Antarctic, blubber, continents, sea, oceans 

S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

 
The Land Before 
Time  

 Comparing and contrasting the physical appearance 

of our world now to when the dinosaurs roamed the 

earth. 

 Understanding the role of an archeologist. 

 Exploring the importance of discovering fossils and 

the role that they play in dinosaur discoveries.  

 Comparing natural and man-made environments. 
Key vocab: green, dry, deserted, jungle, footprints, earth, 
different, same, now, then, buildings, water 
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S
u

m
m

e
r 

1
 

 
Far, Far Away 

 Describing the key features of a landscape/ world/ 

environment through story telling.  

 Comparing the details of real locations to imaginary 

locations in stories. 

 Identifying key features of our immediate 

environment from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps. 

 Understanding how to use a map and a key. 
 

Key vocab: near, far, distance, road, land, pond, tree, 
building, house, behind, in front, next to 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

2
 

 
Habitats 

 To be able to identify different habitats around 

the world; forest, ocean, desert, rainforest, jungle 

 To be able to compare and contrast the key 

differences between habitats.  

 To be able to identify animals that live within 

different habitats on a large-scale map. 
 

Key vocab: land, sky, sea, cold, warm, hot, dry, 
camouflage, home, hide, safe, protect, earth, world.  
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Geography  – Year 1  

 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my 
school 
 

 Follow a map to navigate around the school.  

 Draw a map of the school.  

 Study an aerial view of the school 
 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my 
world 

 To begin to recognize continents and oceans. 

 Locate studied areas around the world (The UK; The 
Antarctic)  

 Create a picture map of an imaginary place or from a 
story.  

 Add own symbols on an imaginary map. 
 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

My Local Area 
 
 
Links to:  
Y1: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my 
school 

 What country do we live in? Are we in a city? Which? 

 To learn what ‘human’ and ‘physical’ features mean 

 Identify human and physical features of our local area 

 Locate and describe places on a local map 

 Use simple compass directions (NESW), locational and 
directional language. 

 What ‘aerial’/birds eye view means 

 Understand and use basic map symbols  

 Plot a simple route on a map  

 Express views about local environment  

Key Vocab: country, city, human features, physical features, 
loca area, compass, north, east, south, west, aerial/birds eye 
view, symbols, environment 

S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Key human and 
physical 
features in my 
local area.  
 
Links to:  
Y1 My Local Area  

 What country do we live in? Are we in a city? 

 What are human and physical features? 

 Identify key human features in the local area (e.g. 
school, post office, police station, observatory) 

 Identify key physical features in the local area (River 
Thames, the heath (including ponds), valley of London.  

S
u

m
m

e
r 

1
 

Around the 
World 
 
 
Links to:  
Y1: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my world 

 Understand subject related language e.g. ‘continent’, 
‘ocean’, ‘climate’ 

 To begin to recognize continents and oceans 

 Which continent we live on, what is its climate like?  

 Name some European mammals 

 Human and physical features of Europe including the 
UK 

 Know where each of the seven continents are on a 
map/globe and identify its human/physical features and 
animals  

 Create my own map of the world with labels and 
pictures of landmarks and some animals  
 

Key vocab: continent, ocean, climate, Europe, mammals, 
human features, physical features 
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S
u

m
m

e
r 

2
 

Let’s go to the 
Jungle 
 
 
Links to:  
- Y1:  
GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Mapping my world 
- Y1:  
Around the World 

 

 To locate jungles around the world using world 
maps/atlases and begin to describe 

 To identify the structure, plants and animals of an 
Indian  tropical jungle, and how it changes during the 
wet and dry seasons. 

 Identify the locations of mangrove forests and learn 
about their unique plants and animals. They will 
discover how they are affected by the tides and the 
weather. 

 Identify and describe the location, climate, weather, 
plants, animals and human activity of a cloud forest in 
Costa Rica. 

 Differences between deciduous and evergreen trees, 
and compare a UK woodland to a variety of tropical and 
equatorial jungle forests. 
 

Key vocab: jungle, tropical, india, wet and dry seasons, 
mangrove forests, location, climate, cloud forest, costa rica,  
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Geography – Year 2 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
A

u
tu

m
n

 1
 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key 
human and physical 
features of the UK.  
 
Links to:  
Y1:  My Local Area 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

 What are human and physical features? 

 Identify key human features in the UK. 

 Identify key physical features in the UK. 
 

 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Let’s go to the Arctic 
 
Links to:  
- Y1:  
GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Mapping my 
world 
-Y1 Around the World 

 Know where the Arctic circle is & list some 
countries found there 

 Understand that weather can change in the Arctic 
– what are the seasons there? 

 Revisit – what is a physical feature? List some 
found in the Arctic 

 List some animals found in the arctic – what are 
their features? Use maps to locate and describe 
these animals 

 Revisit – what is the difference between a human 
and physical feature? List human features found 
in Arctic cities  

 Use photos and maps to find similarities and 
differences between the Arctic and the UK 

Key Vocab: Arctic circle, North pole, ice bergs, far north, 
Greenland, Alaska, Norway, Finland, Russia, Sweden, 
seasons, climate, sea ice, fishing, melting, raised 
houses, snow, arctic squirrel, narwhal whale, humpback 
whale, arctic fox, snowy owl, husky, polar bear 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
my local area 
 
Links to:  
Y1:  My Local Area 

 What are human and physical features? 

 Identify key human features in the local area (e.g. 
school, post office, police station, observatory) 

 Identify key physical features in the local area 
(River Thames, the heath (including ponds), 
valley of London.  

 What ‘aerial’/birds eye view means 

 Understand and use basic map symbols  

 Plot a simple route on a map. 
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S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

Let’s explore London 
 
Links to:  
-Y1:  My Local Area  
-Y2:  GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping my 
local area 

 
 

 To be able to locate London on a map and 
describe its location, and to use a key. 

 Identify and describe landmarks of London, 
identify these on an aerial map 

 Understand the difference between an aerial 
view vs perspective. 

 To be able to use compass points and 
directional/positional language to navigate 
between London landmarks. 

 Identify and describe a variety of geographical 
features in London – use knowledge to identify 
whether a photo is London or not. 

 Explore seasonal weather patterns in London – 
name and describe the four seasons, how might 
these affect people going about their days in 
London? 

 Design & create 3D Map of central/west London, 
referring to key human and geographical 
features. 

Key Vocab: London, England, capital, south east, 
Europe, tower of London, tower bridge, London bridge, 
Buckingham Palace, London eye, river Thames 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

1
 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  
Directions 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Mapping my 
school 
-Y1:  My Local Area  

 

 Follow directions (up, down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards, North, East, South and 
West) 

 Give directions to a location in the school/local 
area from memory or using a map/mapping tool. 

 What ‘aerial’/birds eye view means 

 Understand and use basic map symbols  

 Plot a simple route on a map  
 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

2
 

Seas and coasts 
 
Links to: 
Y1: Around the world  
Y2: Let’s go to the Arctic  

 

 Name and locate 5 oceans & 7 continents 

 Think about what an island is and what being an 
island means for the UK – locate the seas around 
the UK and use different sources to find out 
about the human and physical activities that take 
place in them 

 Identify human and physical features of different 
coasts  

 Compare photos of British beaches and those 
abroad – work out which they think is the British 
beach and why 

 Describe what the seaside is like and think of 
questions to find out more about it 

 Use different sources to find the answers to their 
questions 

 Cross curricular link: look at seaside holidays in 
the past, how they became popular in the 19th 
century and how they’ve changed since. 

 

Key Vocab: atlantic, pacific, indian, southern, arctic, 
north America, south America, Australia, Antarctica, 
Europe, asia, Africa, island, UK, English channel, north 
sea, irish sea 
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Geography – Year 3  
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
A

u
tu

m
n

 1
 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
my local area 
 
Links to:  
-Y1:  My Local Area 
-Y2:  GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping my 
local area 
-Y2: Let’s explore 
London 
 

 

 What county do we live in? What are the bordering 
counties?  

 How have the human and physical features of the 
local area has changed over time? 

 Investigate how the local area looks on different 
maps (i.e. close or further away, physical, climatic, 
topological maps). 

 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

The UK 
 
Links to:  
-Y2: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK.  
-Y2: Let’s explore 
London 

 

 Recap -  locate and name the countries that make 
up the UK on a map, as well as their capital and 
other key cities. 

 Find and name the seas/main rivers in the UK, 
which seas rivers flow into, and identify areas of 
‘higher ground’ using a legend 

 Explain what a county is and find our county on a 
map – name our local surrounding counties.  

 Who settled first in London? How has London 
changed since AD43? 

 How has the population changed over time? Where 
have people immigrated from? 

 Location of the prime meridian – why London was 
chosen. 

 

Key words: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, wales, 
London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast,  UK, English channel, 
north sea, Irish sea, county, Lewisham, London, 
immigration, prime meridian, Greenwich 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: The UK’s 
human and physical 
features. 
 
Links to: 
-Y2: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK.  
-Y2: The UK 

 

 Sort human and physical features of the UK. 

 Name and locate famous human features of The 
UK, in London and elsewhere. 

 Name and locate famous physical features of The 
UK, in London and elsewhere. 

 Name and locate the UK’s seas and main rivers. 

 Name and locate the counties of the UK.  
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S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

Extreme Earth 
 
Links to: 
-Y1: Around the world 
-Y2: Seas and Coasts 

 

 What is found underground – name the layers and 
their properties 

 How volcanoes are formed and how they affect 
people’s lives (risks and benefits) – name the 
different parts of a volcano and describe what is 
happening when they erupt.  

 What causes an earthquake – how are they 
measured? 

 What causes tsunamis – how they affect people. 
Describe a tsunami and the damage caused – how 
to stay safe.  

 Causes of tornadoes and the effects they have  

Key words: layers, topsoil, subsoil, bedrock, crust, 
mantle, inner core, outer core volcano, eruption, lava, 
magma, main vent, magma chamber, active, dormant, 
extinct, epicenter, shock wave, magnitude, Richter, 
Mercalli, tsunami, tornado 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
 
 
Links to: 
-Y1: Around the world 
-Y1: Let’s go to the 
Jungle 
-Y2: Seas and Coasts 
 

 

 Name and locate continents of the world and some 
countries within each.  

 Investigate how the local area looks on different 
maps (i.e. close or further away, physical, climatic, 
topological maps, physical (including volcanoes, 
tectonic plates)). 

 Locate studied areas around the world (The UK; 
The Antarctic; India; Costa Rica; The Arctic circle; 
Greenland, Alaska, Norway, Finland, Russia, 
Sweden.)  

 Use 4 compass points to locate countries and 
places in the world.   

 Use 8 compass points to direct others and locate 
countries and places in the world.   

 Use letter/no. co-ordinates to locate features on a 
map. 

 Make a map of a short route experienced, with 
features in correct order; 

 Make a simple drawing of a location with some 
scaling. 
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Geography – Year 4  
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  The UK’s 
coasts and rivers 
 
Links to:  
-Y2: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK.  
-Y2: Let’s explore London 
-Y2: Seas and Coasts 

- Y3: GEOGRAPHY 

REVISITED: Mapping my 
local area 

 

 Name and locate the UK’s seas and main 
rivers. 

 Use physical maps to identify which seas rivers 
flow into, and identify areas of ‘higher ground’ 
using a legend 

 Label and sequence the stages of a river. 

 Identify the rivers and “hidden rivers” in the 
local area.  
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Water 
 
Links to:  
-Y2: Seas and Coasts 

- Y4: GEOGRAPHY 

REVISITED: The UK’s 
coasts and rivers 

 

 Describe three states of matter and know the 
main events in the water cycle 

 How rain clouds are formed 

 Changes in temperature cause evaporation 
and condensation 

 Water treatment – how and why drinking water 
is cleaned 

 What are the causes and effects of flooding 

 Causes and effects of water pollution  

Key words: water cycle, solid, liquid, gaseous, 
temperature, evaporation, condensation, treatment, 
rain clouds, bacteria, flooding, water pollution 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:   Extreme 
Earth 
 
 
Links to: 
-Y1: Around the world 
-Y2: Seas and Coasts 

 Name and label the layers of the Earth 

 Name and label the tectonic plates on a world 
map. 

 Describe how volcanoes are formed and what 
happens when they erupt. 

 Name and label the different parts of a volcano  

 Recall what causes an earthquake – how are 
they measured? 

 Recall what causes tsunamis and the effects 
they have. 
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The World  
 
Links to:  
Y1: Around the world  
Y1: Let’s go to the Jungle 
Y2:  Seas and Coasts 
Y2: Let’s go to the Arctic 
Y3: Extreme Earth 

 Identify the position and significance of the 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere in the context of researching 
countries in different hemispheres. 

 Identify lines of longitude and latitude on a map 
and use this knowledge to find places on maps, 
atlases, globes 

 Significance of arctic/Antarctic circles - 
compare and contrast key features of the polar 
regions – compare to uk 

 Location and significance of Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn – explore the features of the 
climate in countries along these lines.  

 Location and significance of prime/Greenwich 
meridian line – explore countries around this 
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 Identify place and significance of time zones, 
day and night, and compare time in different 
countries and the number of daylight hours. 
Why day and night occur. 

Key words: equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, longitude, latitude, arctic/Antarctic circles, 
polar region, tropic of cancer/Capricorn, climate, 
Greenwich/meridian line, time zone, daylight hours 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Key 
human and physical 
features of the UK 
 
Links to: 
-Y2: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK.  
-Y3: The UK 
-Y3: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: The UK’s 
human and physical 
features. 
-Y4:  GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  The UK’s 
coasts and rivers 

 
 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the UK. 

 Name and locate the UK’s seas and main 
rivers. 

 Identify key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) in another 
region of the UK. 

 Compare the human and physical features of a 
city with another geographical region 

 Compare the land-use of a UK city with another 
geographical region. 
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Our European 
Neighbours 
 
Links to: 

- Y3 The UK 
- Y1 Around the 

World  
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y3: The UK 
-Y4: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: The UK’s 
human and physical 
features. 
 

 Locate Europe on a world map and find out 
about its features. – compare size and features 
on a map, name the surrounding seas. Use this 
knowledge to annotate a map.  

 Identify and locate countries in Europe. 

 Identify European countries according to their 
features – knowledge of the different flags 

 Know the major capital cities of European 
countries and know what a ‘capital city’ is.  

 Find out about the human and physical 
features of a European country 

Key words: Europe, continent, European, names of 
some European countries and capital, UK/London, 
landmarks, human features, physical features 
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Geography – Year 5 
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y1: Let’s go to the 
Jungle 
-Y2: Let’s go to the Arctic 
-Y3: Extreme Earth 
-Y4:  The World  

 Name and locate continents of the world and some 
countries within each.  

 Compare different maps of the world and why this 
may vary. (e.g. Peter’s projection, South-Up, 
Cartograms, topological, physical (including 
volcanoes, tectonic plates) and political). 

 Locate studied areas around the world (The UK; 
The Anctarctic; India; Costa Rica; The Arctic circle; 
Greenland, Alaska, Norway, Finland, Russia, 
Sweden, and other European countries). 
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Enough for Everyone 
 
Links to:  
-Y3: The UK 
-Y4:  The World 

 What do we need? Key aspects of human 
geography including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

 Where our power comes from – main stages of 
how electricity is generated and distributed. UK 
power stations – where our energy is generated.  

 What it means if a source of energy is ‘renewable’ 
– name types of renewable energy.  

 Where our food comes from- food miles-use of 
digital maps to calculate. Which foods are sourced 
here in the UK and which abroad? 

 Food, water and energy supply conservation . 
Food shortages in south/central America.  

 Comparison of resource supplies in the uk vs 
abroad – access to natural resources varies in 
different countries.  

Key words: survival, human geography, settlement, 
tradelinks, distribution, natural resources, energy, food, 
minerals, water, power, power station, renewable energy, 
food miles, abroad, conservation, shortage, resources. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Land-
use and settlements. 
 
Links to:  
-Y3: The UK 
-Y4:  GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK 
-Y5: Enough for 
Everyone 

 Identify different types of settlements in the UK and 
the physical and human features you’d expect to 
find in each.  

 Compare different types of settlements, including 
land use.  

 List examples of the UK’s imports and exports 

 List and describe the UK’s main industries.  
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What’s China Like? 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y3: Extreme Earth 
-Y4:  The World 
-Y5: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
-Y5: Enough for 
Everyone 

 

 Locate China on a map, know it is the most 
populated in the world, which continent it’s in, how 
many countries it borders with, know about regions 
and megacities of china. 

 Human impact on China’s physical geography – 
know what physical geography is and look at 3 
different landscapes in china (river, mountain,  
desert). Look at possible causes, effects and 
solutions for desertification . Positive/negative 
impact 3 Gorges Dam on China.  

 Know about China’s economic growth and its effect 
on the country and population. (including air 
pollution) 

 What do ‘tourist’ and ‘tourism’ mean? Positive and 
negative aspects of tourism. Find out about  
China’s most famous tourist attraction – the Great 
Wall of China. 

Key words: China, populous, continent, Korea (North), 
Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, 
Laos and Vietnam, megacities, shanghai, 
Beijing,Shenzen, Tianjin, 3 gorges dam, air pollution, 
tourism, the great wall of china 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Physical 
features of the UK 
(National Parks) 
 
Links to:  
-Y3: The UK 
-Y4:  GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Key human 
and physical features of 
the UK 

 

 Understand what is a national park and the 
purpose of them.  

 Locate the national parks of the UK on a UK map. 

 Identify which counties the national parks are 
within or border.  

 Identify key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers) of national parks.  

 Identify similarities and differences of two national 
parks.  

 The importance of sustainability for national parks.  
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Yosemite National 
Park  
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y3: Extreme Earth 
-Y4:  The World 
-Y5: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 

  

 Where Yosemite National Park is on a map – 
country/state it is located.  

 Explore the park’s major physical features and how 
they were formed – Sierra Nevada Mountain 
range, Half Dome, El Capitan. 

 How the landscape of Yosemite is constantly 
changing thanks to glaciers, erosion and other 
factors. 

 Water features of Yosemite National Park  - 
Starting at the glaciers in the mountains, they will 
find out how water travels through the park, 
creating rivers, lakes, streams and waterfalls. They 
will also find out how humans harness water in the 
park, such as the O’Shaugnessy Dam and Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir. 

 Children will learn what biomes and vegetation 
zones are. They will identify the various biomes of 
Yosemite and use graphs and charts to identify 
how their climates differ. 

 Compare with UK national parks 

Key words: Yosemite National Park, California USA, 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, Half Dome, El Capitan, 
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glaciers, erosion, O’shaugnessy Dam, Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir, biomes, vegetation zones 
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Geography – Year 6  
Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Mapping the world 
 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y3: Extreme Earth 
-Y3: Mapping the world. 
-Y4:  The World 
-Y5: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 

 

 Name and locate continents of the world and some 
countries within each.  

 Compare different maps of the world and why this 
may vary. (e.g. Peter’s projection, South-Up, 
Cartograms, topological, physical (including 
volcanoes, tectonic plates) and political). 

 Locate studied areas around the world (The UK; 
The Anctarctic; India; Costa Rica; The Arctic circle; 
Greenland, Alaska, Norway, Finland, Russia, 
Sweden, other European countries, Yosemite Park, 
California; China.)  

 Evaluate how maps of the world have changed over 
time – why might this be? 

 Draw maps of the world and plans at a range of 
scales. 

 Follow a short route on an OS map.  

 Describe features shown on an OS map. 
 Measure straight line distance on a plan. 
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Features of Physical 
Geography 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y1: Let’s go to the 
jungle 
-Y1: Let’s go to the 
Arctic 
-Y3: Extreme Earth 
-Y4:  The World 
-Y5: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
-Y5: Yosemite National 
Park 

  

 Know and describe key aspects of human and 
physical geography  

 Recognise the features of a biome and know what 
the 5 major types are.  

 Know key facts about the different biomes – 
locations, climate, physical features, natural 
resources, plants/animals, and how people have 
adapted  to survive in these environments. 

 Know and describe what tectonic plates are, how 
they move and that the continents of the world have 
changed over time. 

 Understand what maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping programmes are.  

 Understand and be able to use 8 points of a 
compass, four and six figure grid reference 
(including vocabulary of Eastings and Northings), 
symbols and key (including ordnance survey maps). 

Key words: biomes, terrestrial biomes, aquatic biomes, 
grassland, desert, tropical rainforest, savannah, temperate 
forest, boreal forest, tundra, climate zone, vegetation belt, 
rivers, mountains, summit, peak, valley, volcanoes, 
earthquakes, tectonic plates, water cycle,  
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Yosemite Park 
Biomes 
 
Links to:  
-Y5: Yosemite National 
Park 
-Y6: Features of 
Physical Geography 

 

 Locate Yosemite National Park on a range of maps. 

 Describe the location of Yosemite National Park 
(continent, country, state, climate zone) 

 How the landscape of Yosemite is constantly 
changing thanks to glaciers, erosion and other 
factors. 

 Identify and describe the biomes of Yosemite. 
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The Amazing 
Americas 
 
Links to:  
-Y1: Around the world  
-Y1: Let’s go to the 
jungle 
-Y4:  The World 
-Y5: Yosemite National 
Park 
-Y6: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
 

 

 Know that continents are a large landmass, group 
of countries and identify countries in north and 
south America – use an atlas for these and for 
names of cities 

 Describe physical features of an area of the 
Americas and know about the climate and biomes 
of different regions. Be able to describe the human 
geography of a place in North America. Be able to 
talk about the similarities and differences of these 
compared to where they live. 

 Know what latitude is (and the effects of this on the 
climate of a location) and identify the equator, 
tropics and poles on a map, and that coordinates 
pinpoint a geographical location  

 Know some wonders of the Americas and describe 
their key features 

Key words: North America, South America,   Latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropic 
of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, Prime/Greenwich Meridian, 
time zone,  Climate zone, climate, polar, arctic, temperate, 
tropical, subtropical, latitude, Koppen system,  
settlement, economy, natural resources, river, 
lake, landscape, mountain, volcano, biome, 
vegetation belt, wildlife, flora, fauna, climate, 
water, fieldwork, measure, observe, record, graph. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: 
Location and 
directions 
 
Links to: 
-Y1: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Mapping 
my school 
-Y1: My Local Area 
-Y2: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED:  Directions 
-Y3: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
- Y6: GEOGRAPHY 
REVISITED: Mapping 
the world 
-Y6: Features of 
Physical Geography 

 

 Use 8 compass points accurately to describe a 
location.  

 Explore different ways to describe their location 
(What three words; 6 figure grid refs; use latitude 
and longitude on atlas maps.) 

 Evaluate the purpose of the different ways to 
communicate location (e.g. accuracy, memorable, 
clarity) 


