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A vision for RE at John Ball School
The school follows the Lewisham Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. RE is a
multidisciplinary subject with many cross-curricular links. The skills acquired whilst
studying RE are integral to both our pupils’ academic and personal growth.
Communication, empathy and critical analysis are just a few of the skills that our
pupils will develop during RE lessons. The RE curriculum is no longer taught on one
off RE days to avoid reductionist teaching; RE is now a timetabled weekly lesson as
this allows pupils to study and explore different religions in more depth. To further
enhance this new curriculum provision, each year group will have the opportunity to
visit a different place of worship once every academic year. The purpose of these RE
trips is to allow pupils to learn about a religion from people within a faith community
and think about the questions that are raised through studying a particular religion.
These trips, along with engaging RE lessons, will enable our pupils to foster their
intellectual curiosity, constantly ask questions and personally reflect upon their own
thoughts and beliefs. They will also inspire our pupils to develop an eagerness for
learning about different faiths and cultures and examine the differences and
similarities in beliefs, practices, morals and ethics within today’s society. We recognise
that during this academic year, not all the trips will be possible due to ongoing COVID19 restrictions.
The vast range of beliefs studied also cover humanism and secularism, further
opening the minds of our pupils to different widespread views in contemporary society.
The reason for teaching RE should be guided and informed by the enormous influence
religion has had on civilisation and its impact on today’s society. Whether our pupils
are religious or not, human culture and history has been driven by religion and so it is
important to develop one’s religious literacy and build a holistic worldview.
Moreover, religious education is highly important in the modern age when specific
religious communities are often mistakenly used as scapegoats, or a religion is
misinterpreted and used as justification for fanatic and extreme beliefs. At John Ball,
we challenge such prejudices and myths surrounding religion, whilst also asking
pertinent questions about how and why religion can be misconstrued. Pupils are
taught to respect and tolerate beliefs that are different to their own and these values
permeate the life of our school and help to build a diverse but cohesive ethos. This
trusting environment at John Ball will also allow pupils and teachers to talk openly and
freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule.
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RE
OVERVIEW

Key Stage 1
Year 1

Autumn 1
Judaism

Lower KS2
Year 2

Introduction to Judaism

Jewish Festivals:

Shabbat

Sukkot

Hanukkah

Year 3

Upper KS2
Year 4

Torah

Trip to Synagogue Catford And Bromley
United Synagogue or
virtual visit.

Shema

Preparation for prayer

Story of Abraham and
Isaac

Year 5
Jewish Weddings

Year 6
Theme: The journey
of life and death

Peace

Passover

Synagogue

Trip to Church- All
Saints Church,
Blackheath

Autumn 2
Christianity

Christian values including
teachings on forgiveness
and love

Christian ways of life

The Life and teachings
of Jesus

Bar /Bat Mitzvah
Local Christian Places
of Worship

Jesus: Human and
Divine

The Journey of Life
and Death/

Leading a Christian life

Understanding Faith
and Belief in
Lewisham
Trip to Church- All
Saints Church,
Blackheath

Charity

Christmas celebrations

Right and Wrong

Spring 1
Sikhism
(Alternative
years)

Beliefs about God

Sikh Teachings

The Gurus

Sikh Names

The Gurdwara
Trip to GurdwaraGurdwara Sahib
Woolwich

Belonging to the Sikh
Community

Belonging to the
Community

Sikh Weddings

Celebration of Baisakhi
Sharing Food

The Guru Granth Sahib

Spring 1
Hinduism
(Alternative
years)

Introduction to
Hinduism

The role of the Hindu
temple and priest

Diwali

Understanding the
festival of Raksha
Bandhan

God and beliefs

Understanding the
significance of Puja.
Exploring Hinduism in
the wider world.

Trip to Mandir Greenwich Hindu
Temple

Theme of peace and
Ahimsa
(non-violence)
Rites of Passage

Hindu Weddings
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Introduction to
Buddhism – the First
Buddha and his
teachings

The Buddhist Community
(Sangha)

Spring 2
Buddhism

Trip to Buddhist
temple - Kagyu
Samye Dzong London
Tibetan Buddhist
Meditation Centre,
Bermondsey

Buddhist pilgrimage

Beliefs about death and
rebirth

Theme of right and
wrong

Theme – Right and
Wrong

The Natural World

Wesak celebrations

The Noble Eightfold
Path
The Buddhist Temple

Introduction to Islam

Summer 1
Islam

Trip to MosqueLewisham Islamic
Centre

The 5 Pillars of Islam

Dalai Lama
Ramadan

Hajj

Eid al Fitr.

Eid ul Adha

Allah

The importance of
Charity

Challenges of living as
a Muslim

The Muslim home and
worship

Summer 2
Humanism

Introduction to
humanism

The Mosque
Human rights and
equality throughout the
world

Exploring secular
celebrations and
ceremonies

Exploring the views of
contemporary
humanists

Exploring different
views on the origin of
the world

Contemporary views
on ethical issues
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SKILLS
RE

Key Stage 1
Year 1

To learn
about
religions
and
understand
beliefs and
teachings









To
understand
how beliefs
are
conveyed




Lower KS2
Year 2

Begin to describe
some of the key
teachings of a
religion.
Recognise the
names of some of
the main festivals
or celebrations of a
religion.
To begin to explore
some religious
stories.
Recognise some
religious artefacts.
To be introduced to
some religious
words.



Recognise some
religious symbols.
Begin to identify the
importance, for
some people, of
belonging to a
religion and
recognise the
difference this
makes to their
lives.













Describe some of
the key teachings
of a religion.
Describe some of
the main festivals
or celebrations of
a religion.
Explore some
religious
stories/books.
Recognise, name
and describe
some
religious artefacts
and practices.
To begin to use a
range of religious
words.

Name some
religious symbols.
Explain the
meaning of some
religious symbols.
Identify the
importance, for
some people, of
belonging to a
religion and
recognise the
difference this
makes to their
lives.

Year 3


Begin to present
the key teachings
and beliefs of a
religion.
Describe the
variety of practices,
ways of life,
buildings and
festivals in
religions.
To use a range of
religious words.









Begin to describe
some religious
and other
responses to
ultimate and
ethical questions.
To begin to use
and interpret
information about
religions from
religious sources.

Upper KS2
Year 4










Year 5

Present the key
teachings and
beliefs of a religion.
To understand how
religious practices,
buildings and
festivals stem from,
and are closely
connected with,
beliefs and
teachings.
To use a wider
range of religious
words.



Describe and
begin to
understand
religious and
other responses
to ultimate and
ethical questions.
To use and
interpret
information about
religions from
religious sources.







Identify some similarities
and differences within
and between religions.
Explain the practices
and lifestyles involved in
belonging to a faith
community.
To use some specialist
vocabulary in presenting
their knowledge and
understanding.

Year 6












To begin to explain
some of the different
ways that individuals
show their beliefs.
To consider the
meaning of a range of
forms of religious
expression.
To begin to use a range
of religious sources to
describe and
understand the variety
of beliefs within a
religion.







Identify and describe
the similarities and
differences within and
between religions
Investigate the
significance of religion
in the local, national
and global
communities;
Explain in detail the
practices and lifestyles
involved in belonging
to a faith community.
To use specialist
vocabulary in
communicating their
knowledge and
understanding both in
discussions and
presentations.
To analyse and
conclude why an
individual has
expressed their beliefs
in various ways.
To understand why
religious expression is
important in religion
and note links
between them.
To use a range of
religious sources to
describe and
understand the variety
of beliefs within a
religion.
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To learn
from
religion and
reflect upon
them





To identify the
things that are
important in their
own lives and to
begin to compare
these to religious
beliefs.
Ask questions
about puzzling
aspects of life.









To
understand
values





To begin to reflect
on how spiritual
and moral values
relate to their own
behaviour
To begin to show
some
understanding of
the term ‘morals’.







Identify the things
that are important
in their own lives
and compare
these to religious
beliefs.
To consider
religious and
spiritual feelings,
experiences and
concepts.
Ask questions and
reflect upon
puzzling aspects
of life.
To recognise that
religious teachings
and ideas make a
difference to
individuals,
families and the
local community.
Identify how they
have to make
their own choices
in life.
To reflect on how
spiritual and
moral values
relate to their own
behaviour.
Show an
understanding of
the term ‘morals’.










Reflect on what it
means to belong
to a faith
community.
Begin to express
their own views
on religious truth
and belief.
Reflect on
sources of
inspiration in
their own and
others’ lives.



Reflect on ideas
of right and
wrong.
Recall and
discuss stories
involving moral
dilemmas.







Reflect on what it
means to belong
to a faith
community,
communicating
their own and
others’
responses.
Discuss their
own and others’
views of religious
truth and belief,
expressing their
own ideas.



Reflect on ideas
of right and
wrong and their
own and others’
responses to
them.
Give personal
opinions on
stories involving
moral dilemmas
and understand
how they might
be interpreted by
others.



Recognise their own
identities. Relate these
to religious beliefs or
teachings.
Give some reasons
why religious figures
may have acted as they
did.
Recognise how
commitment to a
religion is shown in a
variety of ways.












Reflect on why different
religious communities
or individuals may have
a different view of what
is right and wrong.
Consider the beliefs,
values and rules in their
lives which may be
similar to religious
rules.








Recognise and express
feelings about their own
identities. Relate these
to religious beliefs or
teachings.
Give detailed reasons
why religious figures
may have acted as they
did.
Explain their own ideas
about the answers to
ultimate questions.
Respond to the
challenges of
commitment both in
their own lives and
within religious
traditions.

Explain why different
religious communities
or individuals may have
a different view of what
is right and wrong.
Show an awareness of
morals and right and
wrong beyond rules.
Express their own
values and remain
respectful of those with
different values.

EYFS Pre-requisite Skills for RE
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness




To be confident in talking to other children when
playing and communicate freely about own home
and community.
To be confident to speak to others about needs,
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Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

Managing Feelings and Behaviour





Understanding the World

Making Relationships



People and Communities








The World




wants, interests and opinions.
To describe self in positive terms and talk about
abilities.
To be aware of own feelings and know that some
actions and words can hurt others’ feelings.
To usually adapt behaviour to different events,
social situations and changes in routine.
To explain own knowledge and understanding,
and ask appropriate questions of others.
To demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating
conversations and forming good relationships
with peers and familiar adults.
To show interest in the lives of people who are
familiar to them.
To remember and talk about significant events in
their own experiences.
To recognise and describe special times or
events for family or friends.
To show interest in different occupations and
ways of life.
To know some of the things that make them
unique, and talk about some of the similarities
and differences in relation to friends or family.
To enjoy joining in with family customs and
routines.
To comment and ask questions about aspects of
their familiar world, such as the place where they
live or the natural world.
To talk about why things happen and how things
work.
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Judaism – Whole School
Half Topic title
term

Year 1

Introduction to
Judaism
Shabbat
Hanukkah

Knowledge covered






To understand why Shabbat is important to Jews.
To describe the key parts of the religious ceremony of Havdalah.
To understand why Hannukah is important for Jews.
To describe how Jews celebrate Hannukah.
To think about important rituals, routines and values in their own lives.

Key words: Judaism, Shabbat, candle, manna (bread of heaven), Kiddush
Cup, Hannukah

Year 2

Jewish Festivals:
Sukkot
Passover

Year 3

Story of Abraham
and Isaac
Torah
Shema






To describe how and why Jews celebrate Sukkot and Passover.
To describe and explain each element of the Seder plate and understand
the symbolism behind them.
To reflect on what it means to belong to a Jewish community.
To discuss important festivals and holidays in our own lives.

Key words: Shabbat, Sukkot, Promised Land, Israel, Passover, Egypt, River
Nile, Moses, plague, seder meal, matzah (unleavened bread), charoset (sweet
paste)

To explain why Abraham is an important figure in Judaism.

To retell the story of Abraham and Isaac.

To understand how the Torah helps Jewish people to understand what
being Jewish means.

To begin to recall some of the 613 mitzvot.

To describe how respect for the Torah is reflected in the way it is ‘dressed’
and treated.

To describe the Shema and explain how it may affect the life of a Jew.
Key words: Abraham, Isaac, obedience, sacrifice, Torah, sacred, Moses, Mount
Sinai, 613 mitzvot, Shema

Preparation for
prayer



Year 4


Synagogue




Bar /Bat Mitzvah






Jewish Weddings

Year 5

Peace

To be able to identify Jewish clothes and artefacts used in prayer and
describe the symbolism of each artefact.
To reflect on what helps us to pray/concentrate.
Trip to Synagogue
To understand that the home and synagogue are equally important in a
Jewish person’s life.
To name and describe the significance of special objects found within
Jewish synagogues.
To explain the significance of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah for a Jewish person.
To use some religious words to describe the key features of a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah.
To reflect on what it means to belong to a Jewish community,
communicating their own and others’ responses.

Key words: identity,Tallit (prayer shawl), teffilin (leather boxes containing
Hebrew parchment scrolls), tzitzit (fringes), Kippah (skullcap), synagogue, ark,
ner tamid (eternal light), torah, rabbi, Bar /Bat Mitzvah, Hebrew

To explain how a Jewish wedding is celebrated and to know some of
the symbols in a Jewish wedding.

To compare and contrast the similarities and differences of weddings
within and between religions.

To consider the meaning of peace for Jews and what it means to them
in their lives.

To study the life/work of a key inspirational Jewish peace activists (e.g.
Uri Avnery).

To consider how to stand up for peace and take a stand against
violence.

John Ball Curriculum
2021/2022

Year 6

Theme: The
journey of life and
death

Key words: community, shadchan (matchmaker), chatan (groom), kallah
(bride), synagogue, mikveh (ritual bath), kabbalat panim (pre-wedding
ceremony), bedeken (veiling ceremony), veil, chuppah (canopy), ketubah
(marriage contract), Mazel Tov (congratulations), peace

To explain what Jews believe happens after death.

To describe the customs and practices involved in Jewish funerals and
understand their meanings.

To understand how these practices and customs help mourners to
express their grief and deal with loss.

To understand the term bereavement and be aware that people cope with
bereavement in different ways.
Key words: Shema, cemetery, shiva (mourning ritual), soul, Gan Eden
(Garden of Eden), eternal life, shroud, sheol
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Christianity – Whole School
Half Topic title
term
The Life and
Teachings of Jesus

Knowledge covered



Year 1





To begin to understand that Christians believe that Jesus is God’s Son.
To understand the celebration of Jesus’ birth/ nativity story and how
Christians celebrate Christmas.
To understand some stories about the life of Jesus e.g. Jesus forgiving
and healing a paralysed man.
To think about what is important to their own life and to begin to compare
these thoughts to Christian beliefs.
Trip to Church

Year 2

Key words: angel, believe, Bethlehem, Bible, Christmas, celebrate

Christian values
including
teachings on
forgiveness and
love






To describe what Jesus taught about forgiveness and love.
To explore the parable of the Good Samaritan and other religious texts.
To identify why forgiveness and love are important in their own lives and
compare these Christian beliefs.
To name and explain some of the meaning behind Christmas symbols.

Key words: advent, Bible, Christians, Christmas, difference, forgiveness,
Golden Rule, love, neighbour, parable, priest, respect

Year 3



Christian ways of
life





To present and reflect on the key teachings and Christian beliefs of the 10
Commandments.
To understand that the bible is made up of the Old and New Testaments.
To describe and begin to understand Christian responses to ultimate and
ethical questions. E.g. William Wilberforce
To begin to be able to give opinions on Christian stories involving moral
dilemmas. E.g. the Parable of the Lost Sheep

Key words: monotheism, Moses, Mount Sinai, New Testament, Old Testament,
parable, repentance, rules, society, Ten Commandments
Local Christian
Places of
Worship



Year 4


Charity

Christmas
celebrations

To describe the variety of practices and buildings in Christianity and
understand how they stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs
and teachings.
To describe the main features of a church.



To describe and begin to understand Christian Aid’s response to ethical
questions.



To present the key teachings and beliefs of Christmas for Christians.

Key words: Christian Aid, Christmas, church, community, cross, Jesus, mission,
organ, pew, lectern, poverty, priest, advent, altar, Bethlehem,
Jesus Human and
Divine



Year 5



Leading a Christian
life




To explore Jesus’ divine qualities through example such as the healing of
the leper.
To reflect on Jesus’ teachings.
To begin to understand the Christian concept of the Trinity.

To give some reasons why religious figures may have acted as they did.
E.g. Father Damien
To investigate the significance of Christmas in the local, national and
global communities.

Key words: acceptance, commitment, compassion, Father Damien, disciples,
God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
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The Journey of Life
and Death



Year 6



Understanding
Faith and Belief in
Lewisham

Right and Wrong





To understand what Christians believe happens after death and how they
may support people during times of loss.
To link the similarities and differences between Christian beliefs and other
religions when it comes to belief in life after death.

To investigate the significance of Christianity in the local community (Trip
to All Saints Church, Blackheath.)

To give some religious reasons why Martin Luther King may have acted
as he did.

To reflect upon morals and right and wrong beyond rules.
Key words: civil rights, change, equality, freedom, funeral, heaven, hell,
judgement, Martin Luther King, purgatory, racism, resurrection
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Sikhism – Whole School
Half Topic title
term

Knowledge covered



To understand that Sikhs believe in one God, who created
everything.
To recognise the Ik Onkar symbol.







To understand that there are 10 human Gurus.
To know that Guru Nanak was the first Guru.
To begin to explore and describe Guru Nanak’s life.
To understand that Guru Nanak taught that all people are equal.
To describe the celebration of Guru Nanak’s birthday

Year 1

Beliefs about God

The Gurus

Key words:
Sikhism
Sikhs
Guru Nanak


Year 2



Year 3

Belonging to the
Community

Year 4



To identify why kindness is important in their own lives and compare
these to Sikh beliefs.




To describe a Sikh naming ceremony
To reflect on their own names and the potential meaning behind
them.

Sikh Names

The Guru Granth
Sahib

Celebration of
Baisakhi

Gurus

To describe and understand the three main teachings of Sikhism
(belief in God, earn an honest living, giving to charity).
To describe and explore the story of story of Guru Gobind Singh
and the Water Carrier, Bhai Ghanaya.

Sikh Teachings

The Gurdwara

Ik Onkar (One God)

Key words:
Sikhism
Sikhs
Nam Japna (Keeping God in mind)
Kirst Karna (honest living)
Vand Chhakna (give to charity)
Gurdwara
Singh (lion)
Kaur (princess)

To describe the key external and internal parts of a Gurdwara.

To describe and explain the meaning behind the Nishan Sahib
and Khanda symbols.

To understand the practices of a Sikh inside a Gurdwara.

To understand the role of the Granthi within the Sikh community.

Trip to Gurdwara



To identify why the Guru Granth Sahib is ‘The Everlasting Guru.
To explore some of the teachings in the Guru Granth Sahib.

Key words:
Gurdwara
Granthi (priest
Langar (community kitchen)
Karah Prasad (sacred food)
Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple)
Takht
Manji Sahib
turban
Rumala (Guru
Granth Sahib covering)
Golak (donation box)
Guru Granth
Sahib

To explore the story behind the formation of the Khalsa Panth.

To explore the life of Guru Gobind Singh, the last human Guru.

To identify the 5 Ks and I understand why there are important to
Sikhs.

To understand the significance of an Amrit ceremony for Sikhs.



To present the variety of practices during the festival of Vaisakhi.
To understand the significance of Vaisakhi for Sikhs.
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Belonging to the
Community

Key words
Khalsa Panth
Guru Gobind Singh Kesh (uncut hair)
Kara (a steel bracelet) Kanga (a wooden comb)
Kaccha (cotton underwear) Kirpan (steel sword)
Panj Piare
(Beloved Five), Vaisakhi

To explore in detail about the importance of names in Sikhism.

To recognise and express feelings about their own names and
identities and relate these to religious beliefs or teachings.

Year 5


Sharing Food





Year 6

Sikh Weddings

To explore the meaning of equality in Sikhism and compare it to
other religions.
To explain how the Gurus taught that everyone is of equal
importance.
To explore the story of Guru Nanak and Bhai Lalo.and explain its
significance for Sikhs.
To explain the importance of sharing food in the Gurdwara.

Key words:
Khalsa Singh (lion)
Kaur (princess)
Gurdwara Granthi (priest)
Anand Sahib (Hymn of Bliss)
Karah Prasad
Guru Granth
Sahib
Guru Nanak
Langar (community kitchen)

To explain the different Sikh practices that might occur during a
Sikh wedding.

To identify some of the symbols in a Sikh wedding.

To understand the inner meaning of a Sikh wedding.

To explore the importance of community/family during a wedding.

To identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences
between Sikh weddings and that of other religions.

To investigate the meaning of marriage for different individuals
from various faiths.
Key words:
Guru Granth Sahib Anand Karaj (marriage ceremony) Gurdwara
Shabads (Sikh hymns)
Ardaas (prayer) Blessing of Waheguru
(the Wondrous Giver of Knowledge)
equality
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Hinduism – Whole School

Year 1

Half Topic title
term
Introduction to
Hinduism and
Diwali

Year 2

The role of the
Hindu temple and
priest

Understanding the
festival of Raksha
Bandhan

Knowledge covered




To understand what Hindus believe about God.
To understand the celebration of Diwali and the story behind it.
To understand how symbols help Hindus to remember why they celebrate
Diwali.

Can I explore how Hindus might worship Diwali in their homes?
Key words: Brahman, Om, Diwali, Festival of Lights, Hanuman, Lakshmi,
Rama, Ravana, Sita, Ganesh, Toran

To describe the key features of a Hindu temple.

To understand the role of temple for the Hindu community.

To understand the role of the priest for the Hindu community.


To identify why siblings are important and link these ideas to the festival of
Raksha Bandhan.
To identify important people in our own lives.



Key words: Brahman, community, mandir, offerings, Vedas, murtis (deity
image/statue), aum, puja (worship ritual), Raksha Bandhan, shrine, Vedas


To understand that Hindus believe in one God (Brahman) who can take on
many forms.
To be able to present the key beliefs about a range of Hindu deities and
some of their qualities.
To use and interpret information from the Bhagavad Gita to understand a
Hindu’s response to some moral dilemmas.
To discuss and give opinions on stories involving moral dilemmas. E.g. the
story of Krishna’s birth.
To understand how Hindus may celebrate Janmashtami and the teachings
behind it.
To develop understanding of what is meant by the concept of karma (and
to take responsibility for your own actions).

God and beliefs



Year 3





Year 4


Key words: Brahma, Bhagavad Gita, Janmashtami, karma, Krishna, Lakshmi,
reincarnation, Shiva, Vishnu,
Understanding the
significance of
Puja.
Exploring
Hinduism in the
wider world.





To describe and explain what puja is.
To describe how Hindus use all their senses in worship and explain why.
To understand the importance of the River Ganges and its role in
Hinduism.
To understand why some Hindus go on a pilgrimage.
To I describe and explain the importance of Kumbh Mela for Hindus?
To research some of the places a Hindu may go on a pilgrimage to.
To reflect upon a special journey in their own lives.






Key words: Arti lamp, Ganges, Mandir, murti, pilgrimage, Prasad, Puja, shrine,
Varanasi

Hindu Weddings

Year 5





To be able to recognise and express their own views about marriage
relate these to religious beliefs or teachings.
To understand the inner meaning of a Hindu wedding and the different
ways of celebrating a Hindu wedding.
To explain why different religious communities or individuals may have
different views of marriage.
To learn first-hand from a Hindu the inner meaning of a Hindu wedding.
Trip to Mandir

Key words: Haldi ceremony, Jaimala (garland), kumkum powder, mehndi, Milni
(introduction), Ashrama (stages of life), Saptapadi (seven steps), Shilarohan
(stone ritual)

Year 6
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Theme of peace
and Ahimsa
(non-violence)





Rites of Passage




To understand the meaning of Ahimsa.
To understand why Gandhi practiced non-violence.
To be able to explain the different ways that Ghandi expressed his
religious beliefs.

To know what is involved for a child in belonging to the Hindu religion.
To explain the rites of passages involved in belonging to a Hindu
community.

To evaluate the commitments made in a Hindu rite of passage?
Key words: ahimsa, compassion, Gandhi, Seemamtham (Baby Shower),
Namakaran (Baby Naming), Anna Prashana (First Solid food), Chaula/Mottai
(Hair shave on the head), Upanayana (First Writing)
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Buddhism – Whole School

Year 1

Half Topic title
term
Introduction to
Buddhism – the
First Buddha and
his teachings

Knowledge covered




To know that Buddha was a human being and to recall key moments of
his life.
To consider and begin to understand what the term ‘suffering’ means.
To describe what a Buddhist might learn from the Buddhist story of
Siddhartha and The Swan.

Key words: Buddha, Bodhi tree, happiness, Siddhartha, suffering

The Buddhist
Community
(Sangha)





Year 2




Key words: community, dharma, dhyana, enlightened, mantra, meditation,
samadhi, Sangha, tiratana, three jewels

The Noble
Eightfold Path





Year 3

To know what the Three Jewels are and to understand belief in them is
shared by all Buddhists around the world.
To know that Sangha is the Buddhist community.
To understand the importance of community for Buddhists and to be able
to identify the different communities they themselves belong to.
To understand what a believer might learn from the Buddhist story of
‘Story of the King’s Elephant.
To understand the importance of meditation for Buddhists.
To develop personal awareness of the benefits of meditation.

The Buddhist
Temple
Dalai Lama



To understand that the Buddha image is not worshipped as an idol
To understand some of the elements of the Noble Eightfold Path and
Nirvana.
To explore and understand how the story of the Monkey King influence the
beliefs and values of Buddhists.



To describe the key features and practices inside a Buddhist temple and
the life of a monk.
Trip to Buddhist temple



To understand that the Dalai Lama is an inspirational figure for Buddhists.

Key words: bhikku, bhikkuni, Buddha, Dalai Lama, leadership, mandala, Noble
Eightfold Path, puja, shrine

Year 4

Buddhist
pilgrimage






Wesak
celebrations

To understand the significance of a pilgrimage for Buddhists.
To identify key pilgrimage locations for Buddhists today.
To compare similarities and differences between Buddhist pilgrimages to
that of another religion.
To reflect on their own life journeys and to appreciate the need for
calmness and peace in life.


To understand why Wesak is an important Buddhist festival.

To explain how Buddhists celebrate Wesak.

To understand the symbolism of the Lotus in Buddhism.
Key words: Bodh Gaya, Borobudur Temple, Kushinagar, Lumbini, Mahabodhi
Temple, Nanputuo Temple, Nirvana, Wesak
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Beliefs about death
and rebirth



Year 5





To understand what Buddhists believe happens after death and
compare with other religious beliefs.
To understand the meaning of Buddhist terms such as ‘karma’, ‘rebirth’
and the ‘Six Realms’.
To understand how Buddhists support people during times of loss.
To understand that the wheel of life symbolises the cycle of life, death
and rebirth.
To consider human responses to loss and bereavement.

Key words: arhats, devas, enlightenment, karma, Nirvana, samsara, Six
Realms, Tibetan Book of the Dead
Theme of right and
wrong



Year 6






To suggest reasons for Buddhist beliefs about enlightenment and how
religious sources shape these beliefs.
To understand that Buddhists believe that actions have consequences;
good actions have good consequences.
To be able to recall each element of the Noble Eightfold Path.
To explore Buddhist values including trust in the story of the Lion and the
Jackal.
To know that Buddhists try to alleviate suffering by practising the Dharma
and being kind to other people and all life.
Key words: communication, dharma, dukkha, enlightenment, five precepts,
friendship, morals, karma, Noble Eightfold Path, suffering
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Islam – Whole School
Half Topic title
term
Introduction to
Islam

Knowledge covered


To understand that Muslims worship Allah and that Allah is the Islamic
name for God.
To understand that Muslims believe that Allah is the creator and provides
all things.
To understand why Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is important to Muslims.
To identify people in their own lives whose example they try to follow and
compare with why Muslims follow Muhammad.
To understand that the Qu’ran is the Islamic Holy book and some of its
features.
To recall how Muslims treat the Qu’ran with respect.



Year 1





Year 2



Key words: Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Qu’ran , worship,
The 5 Pillars of
Islam



To be able to name the 5 pillars and understand their significance.

The Muslim home
and worship




To understand how Muslims worship at home.
To understand what worship and prayer means to Muslims.

The Mosque





To understand the significance of a mosque for Muslims.
To be able to name some importance features of a mosque.
Trip to Mosque

Key words: Shahadah (Allah as the only God), Salah (prayer), Sawm (fasting),
Zakat (charity), Hajj (pilgrimage), prayer mat, Tasbih beads, mihrab, minaret,
prayer, Quran, wudu, athaan (call to prayer), Fajr, Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib, Isha



To explore and understand the meaning of Ramadan for Muslims.
To understand why Muslims fast during Ramadan.

Eid al Fitr.




To understand how and why Muslims celebrate Eid al Fitr.
To compare their own family celebrations with Muslim traditions.

The importance of
Charity



To explore and understand the importance of charity for Muslims.

Year 3

Ramadan

Key words: Ramadan, Sawm, fasting (fasting), Zakat (charity), Qu’ran, mosque,
Eid–Ul-Fitr, kindness, compassion, sadaqah
Hajj



To describe what the Kaaba is and to evaluate why it is important to
Muslims.
To understand where and why Muslims go on Hajj.
To understand the differences between Hajj and Umrah.
To compare and contrast pilgrimage experiences in different religions.
To explore and recall stories which are associated with the places on Hajj.

Year 4





Eid ul Adha



To understand how Muslims celebrate Eid ul Adha and the meaning
behind the celebration.

Key words: Allah, Kaaba, Mecca, Hajj, Umrah, ihram, Safa and Marwa, Eid ul
Adha

Year 5

Theme – Right and
Wrong.






To explain the message that Muhammad (pbuh) gave to the old woman
about how Allah expected people to behave.
To understand that Muslims learn how to behave from the Qur’an and
stories about Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
To explain why different people from the same religion may have a
different view of what is right and wrong.
To explore the life of Malala Yousafzai and why she acted against the
Taliban.
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Year 6

Key words: Qu’ran, mosque, Assalamu alaikum, kindness, compassion,
Malala Yousafzai
The Natural World



To explain the different Islamic beliefs about the origins of the world.

Allah




To explain what Muslims believe about Allah and Shahada.
To understand why Muslims don’t represent Allah as an image.

Challenges of
living as a Muslim



To respond to the various challenges of commitment a Muslim may face in
today’s society and address misconceptions in the media.
Key words: Shahada, tawhid, monotheism, Shirk, stereotypes, hijab, burka,
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Humanism – Whole School
Half Topic title
term

Knowledge covered

Year 1



Introduction to
Humanism

To understand that humanists do not believe in God.
To recognise that humanists have some of the same beliefs and values as
religious people.
To begin to understand the significance of the Happy Human symbol.
To identify the things that are important in their own lives and compare
these to humanist beliefs.




Year 2

Key words: happiness, life, humanists, atheists

Human rights and
equality
throughout the
world








To understand that humanists do not believe in God.
To understand what humanists consider to be the ‘golden rule’.
To understand the difference between wants and needs.
To understand that human rights are freedoms that belong to all of us.
To be able to name some human rights.
To identify examples of when people have been stripped of their human
rights.

Key words: wants, needs, golden rule, belonging, welfare, Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, justice, equality, freedom, ethical, morals

Year 3



Exploring secular
celebrations and
ceremonies

To understand that humanists see their world-view as being based on
reason, not on faith.
To learn about humanist ceremonies marking birth, marriage and death.
To reflect on important milestones in their own lives.
To reflect upon what makes a successful marriage.
To compare and contrast religious ceremonies to humanist ceremonies,
identifying both similarities and differences.






Key words: love, care, support, friendship, family, marriage, wedding, civil
partnership, celebrant, commitment, responsibility, faithfulness, loyalty

Year 4



Exploring the
views of
contemporary
humanists

To understand in general terms what it means to be a Humanist
To learn from the actions of a Humanist in terms of what makes an action
good or bad.
To recognise some of the main beliefs/ideas and practices shared by
humanists.
To explain how humanist beliefs make a difference to their lives.
To begin to relate humanist perspectives on the meaning of life to my own
views.
To begin to understand that humanists believe in having a scientific
approach to life.






Key words: humanists, values, rules, response, respect, science, reason,
atheist, agnostic, golden rule, responsibility, action


Year 5




Exploring
Humanist world
views




To be able to explain what scientists call the 'Big Bang' theory in simple
terms.
To begin to understand some of the evidence scientists have for the Big
Bang theory for the start of the Universe.
To appreciate that there are different views on the origin of the world.
To explore and begin to understand the Theory of Evolution in simple
terms.
To understand that humanists believe in having a scientific approach to
life.
To identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences
between religious thinking and humanist thinking.

Key words: The Big Bang Theory, science, universe, scientists, galaxy,
gravity, matter, solar system, evidence, Charles Darwin, evolution
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Year 6


Contemporary
Views on Ethical
Issues




To understand how to apply the humanist Golden Rule in their own lives.
To begin to identify groups in our society which suffer from prejudice and
discrimination.
To identify the various ways a humanist may respond to ethical
issues/prejudice and discrimination.
To explain why different religious communities or individuals may have a
different view of what is right and wrong.
To show an awareness of morals and right and wrong beyond rules.

Key words: humanists, reason, empathy, response, golden rule, morals,
prejudice, discrimination, minorities, LGBT, difference, stereotypes, racism,
sexism, tolerance, lifestyle, justice
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Year 1 KPIs
.

KPI

Assessment opportunities


I can identify the importance of
Shabbat, Havdalah and
Hanukkah for Jews.





Moving on to greater depth


To match the different
features of a Shabbat table
with the correct label using
some key vocabulary
including: candle, Kiddush
cup and challah bread.
To make representations of
Havdalah candles by
plaiting pipe cleaners and
using yoghurt pots and
playdough (as the candle
stand).
To produce a picture of a
Menorah using a make a
picture of a their handprints



To be able to explain in more
depth the meaning of the
different components of the
Shabbat table, the Havdalah
candles and the Menorah.
To be able to reflect upon
important festivals and events
in their own life and compare
these to what they have learnt
about Judaism.

Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI

Assessment opportunities



I can demonstrate an
understanding of some of the
life and teachings of Jesus
Christ.





To visit a church and learn
first-hand about Christian
beliefs and values and the
teachings of Jesus Christ.
To perform a nativity to
parents or to act out the
nativity story as a role-play in
a lesson.
To have a scene from the
story where Jesus forgives
and heals a paralytic.
Children to fill in the speech
bubbles around the scene to
depict what Jesus/ the
paralysed man/ people
around could have said.

Moving on to greater depth





To be able to explain how key
Christian events and stories (such
as the birth of Jesus Christ and the
story where Jesus forgives and
heals a paralytic) influence
Christians today.
To be able to retell the nativity in
their own words.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can describe how and why
Hindus celebrate Diwali.

Assessment opportunities





To make diya lamps out of clay or
paper.
To make Diwali cards using
rangoli patterns.
To sequence the story of Rama
and Sita in the correct
chronological order.

Moving on to greater depth





To be able to describe in more
depth the variety of traditions and
practices that Hindus may perform
during Diwali.
To be able to describe and explain
the meaning of key symbols in
Diwali.
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Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism
KPI
I can explore and understand
the meaning of the life and
teachings of the first Buddha.

Assessment opportunities






A sorting activity – sorting out
Siddhartha’s thoughts before and
after seeing suffering in the
world.
To create a Bodhi tree using
pointillism.
To read the story of Siddhartha
and the Swan and then create a
poster showing people how we
can look after animals.

Moving on to greater depth




To think about how they can
apply the idea of suffering to
their own lives.
Children to add an explanation
on their poster of why it is
important to look after animal.

Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can recall how Muslims
worship Allah and how they
show respect to the Qu’ran.

Assessment opportunities






To create a picture of some the
things that Muslims believe Allah
created.
To complete a simple
comprehension about Prophet
Muhammad’s (pbuh) life and why
he is important for Muslims.
To participate in a true or false
quiz about the Qu’ran.

Moving on to greater depth





To be able to compare and
contrast the similarities and
differences between some
Islamic views and their own
views.
To make links between what
the Holy Qur’an says and how
Muslims behave.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can summarise the key
Humanist beliefs.

Assessment opportunities




To explore a range of Humanist
beliefs and come up with a list of
questions to ask a Humanist.
To learn about the ‘Happy
Human’ symbol in humanism
and to create a ‘happiness
potion’ where the ingredients are
things that make the children
personally happy.

Moving on to greater depth




To reflect on how spiritual and
moral values relate to their
own behaviour.
To be able to recognise and
express feelings about their
own identities.
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Year 2 KPIs
Autumn 1
Topic: Judaism
KPI

Assessment opportunities


I can explain how and why
Jews celebrate Passover and
Sukkot.





To create a storyboard about
Passover using the key
words: Egypt, River Nile,
Moses and plagues.
To be given a photo/diagram
of a seder plate and to label
the symbolic foods correctly,
including matzah, charoset,
beitzah and karpas.
To build their own sukkah
using a shoe box and role
play the sukkot celebration
using finger puppets.

Moving on to greater depth






To be able to retell the story of
Passover in detail and to
understand why Passover is such
a significant holiday for Jews.
To be able to explain the meaning
behind the symbolic foods on a
seder plate.
To use of a range of religious
words to describe the Jewish
festival of Sukkot.

Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI
I can describe Christian
teachings on forgiveness and
love and explain some of the
meanings behind Christmas
symbols.

Assessment opportunities






To sequence the story of the
Parable of the Prodigal Son in
the form of a comic strip.
To explore the Parable of the
Good Samaritan and then to
write a thank you letter to the
Good Samaritan from the point of
view of the traveller.
To produce a leaflet all about
Christmas symbols and the
meaning behind them.

Moving on to greater depth




To be able to give their own
opinions on stories involving
moral dilemmas.
To understand how different
Christian symbols highlight
different aspects of the
Christian understanding of
God (the Trinity) and the world.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can describe the importance
of the family and the Mandir for
the Hindu community.

Assessment opportunities






To label a Hindu temple
(Mandir) with the main features
using the key words: Vedas,
main shrine, Murtis, bell, shoe
rack and Aum.
To write a diary entry on the day
in the life of a Hindu priest
(pujari).
To make Rakhi bracelets and
reflect upon the meaning of the
Festival of Raksha Bandhan.

Moving on to greater depth





To describe the meaning
behind each key feature of the
Mandir and to explain how
they stem from, and are
closely connected with Hindu
beliefs and teachings.
To reflect on important people
in their own lives and to be
able to explain the role these
people play in their lives.

Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism
KPI

Assessment opportunities

Moving on to greater depth
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I can describe the importance
of the
Sangha and meditation for the
Buddhism community.







To research the Three Jewels of
Buddhism (Buddha, Dharma,
Sangha) and to then discuss as
a class in a circle time what each
child does when they need to find
refuge/ inner peace.
To explore the message of the
Story of the King’s Elephant
through drama.
To explore different forms and
practice meditation.
To design and evaluate their own
version of a Tibetan Buddhist
prayer flag.






To be able to give reasons for why
a Buddhist person might choose to
live their lives aspiring to achieve
the values represented by the
Three Jewels.
To reflect on ideas of right and
wrong and think about their own
and others’ responses to them.
To be able to explain why
Buddhists meditate and the
benefits of meditation.



Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can demonstrate a broad
understanding of the beliefs
and practices of Muslims at
home and in the mosque.

Assessment opportunities





To visit a Mosque and learn firsthand about Islamic beliefs and
values.
To make a poster about the Five
Pillars of Islam (Shahadah,
Salah, Sawm, Zakat and Hajj).
To explore different images of
Muslims praying in groups and
to then present their findings and
thoughts to the rest of the class.

Moving on to greater depth






To be able to name key artefacts
one might find in a mosque and to
explain the meaning behind them.
To recall the Five Pillars of Islam
and to Ask and to be able to
respond to questions about the
meaning behind each of these
Pillars.
To suggest why prayer might be
important to Muslims both at home
and in the mosque.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can name some human rights
and understand the difference
between wants and needs.

Assessment opportunities






To identify different wants and
needs and to classify and sort
them into a Venn Diagram.
To have a whole class discussion
regarding human rights and then
to write up am agreed class
charter of rights.
To explore a contemporary
human rights issue and write a
persuasive letter campaigning
against violation of human rights.

Moving on to greater depth





To understand that wants are
different for different communities
and societies but that all humans
have rights.
To be able to explain in more depth
the importance of particular
freedoms and rights.
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Year 3 KPIs
Autumn 1
Topic: Judaism
KPI

Assessment opportunities


I can identify how the Torah
helps Jewish people to
understand what being Jewish
means.



Moving on to greater depth


To explore key figures from
the Torah such as Abraham
and Isaac by creating a
comic strip and then to
explain to a friend why this
story is important for Jews.
To evaluate a selection of
the 613 mitzot and have a
class debate on which ones
are the most important.

To consider what it means to
trust somebody and to relate
the story of Abraham and
Isaac to their own lives.
To evaluate their own personal
views on the trustworthiness of
God.
To consider and assess the
continuing importance of the
613 mitvot for Jewish people in
the past and in contemporary
society.




Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI
I can present and reflect on
some key teachings in the Old
and New Testaments.

Assessment opportunities




Moving on to greater depth



To create a poster with their
personal version of The 10
Commandments.
To act out the Parable of the
Lost Sheep and reflect upon its
meaning in a whole class
discussion.



To evaluate The 10
Commandments and to
understand Christian
responses to ultimate, moral
and ethical questions.
To respond in more depth to
the challenges of commitment
both in their own lives and in
religious lives.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can describe the key beliefs
about a range of Hindu deities
and explore how a Hindu may
respond to different moral
dilemmas.

Assessment opportunities







To create a fact file of a
Hindu god or goddess (E.g.
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva,
Lakshmi, Rama etc.)
Write an advice letter and
think about what the Hindu
response might be in relation
to the teachings in the
Bhagavad Gita.
Make a list of things which
will bring forth good and bad
karma.

Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism

Moving on to greater depth





To make links between Hindu
beliefs regarding a range of deities
and how they choose to live their
lives.
I can demonstrate an
understanding of the different Holy
Books in Hinduism.
 To understand the link
between action and possible
consequences believed by
Hindus and to reflect upon
their own views of the concept
of cause and effect.
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KPI
I can explore different Buddhist
beliefs, values and
inspirational figures including
the Noble Eightfold Path and
the Dalai Lama.

Assessment opportunities





Moving on to greater depth



To visit a Buddhist temple and
learn first-hand about Buddhist
beliefs and values.
To create a wheel of
dharma and label it with the
Noble Eightfold Path.
To write a brief biography on the
Dalai Lama.





To present the similarities and
differences between different
religious places of worship.
To understand how Buddhist
teachings and the Noble
Eightfold Path influence the
daily lives of Buddhists today.
To be able to give reasons for
why the current Dalai Lama
lives his life in the way he has
chosen to.

Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can identify the meaning of
Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr for
Muslims and describe how
they may observe Ramadan
and celebrate Eid al-Fitr.

Assessment opportunities





To write a diary entry about a
typical day in the life of a Muslim
during Ramadan, using the key
words zakat and fasting.
To write a leaflet explaining how
Muslims might celebrate Eid alFitr.

Moving on to greater depth





To reflect on why Muslims might
fast during Ramadan and to think
of a time when they have had to
practice self-discipline in their own
lives.
To be able to compare and contrast
the similarities and differences
between Eid-al-Fitr and other
religious celebrations and festivals.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can describe key features of
a range of humanist
celebrations and ceremonies.

Assessment opportunities




To plan and design different
elements of a humanist naming
ceremony.
To create a Venn diagram
comparing and contrasting the
similarities and differences
between humanist wedding
ceremonies and religious
wedding ceremonies.

Moving on to greater depth





To explain various milestones
in their own life and to reflect
on sources of inspiration in
their own life.
To reflect on what it means to
have a successful marriage or
relationship and to understand
some of the contemporary
social issues around marriage.
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Year 4 KPIs
Autumn 1
Topic: Judaism
KPI

Assessment opportunities


I can reflect on what it means
to be a part of a Jewish
community, including
describing the role of the
synagogue and the
significance of a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah.





To visit a synagogue and
learn first-hand about Jewish
beliefs and values.
To identify Jewish clothing
and artefacts by matching
images with names and
descriptions.
To write a postcard
describing a Bar/Bat Mitzah
rite of passage.

Moving on to greater depth







To be able to investigate and
independently research why the
synagogue and various artefacts
are significant for the Jewish
community today.
To consider a diverse range of
views about questions of
commitment and how it is
expressed through rituals.
To be able to think about their
own experiences and views in
relation to questions of belief and
commitment.

Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI
I can describe the main
features of a church and reflect
on how Christianity inspires a
congregation to help others.

Assessment opportunities






To label an image of a church
with the main features and
explain their significance and
symbolism.
To produce a campaign poster
for a contemporary Christian Aid
appeal.
To create a piece of word art
linked to key words about
Christmas. Pupils can then
present the key teachings and
beliefs of Christmas for Christians
using their word art.

Moving on to greater depth







To be able to describe similarities
and differences between a variety
of Christian churches which exist
throughout the world.
To further understand the
motivations of Christian Aid as
Christian international development
charity.
To explain how The Christmas
Story is interpreted differently by
Christians.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can understand and explain
why some Hindus go on a
pilgrimage.

Assessment opportunities






To label an image of a puja tray
and then to explain in detail each
element.
To write a diary entry including
describing how the senses form
an integral part of the Hindu
worship ritual of puja.
To explore the importance of the
Hindu pilgrimage of Kumbh Mela
to the River Ganges by
researching and producing an
information text/ fact file.

Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism

Moving on to greater depth





To analyse and explain how a
pilgrimage is different to a
holiday or just a normal
journey.
To use a wide religious
vocabulary in suggesting
reasons for the similarities and
differences in forms of
religious and spiritual
expression found within
Hinduism during pilgrimages.
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KPI
I can compare similarities and
differences between Buddhist
and Hindu pilgrimages and
festivals.

Assessment opportunities







To label the key places for
Buddhist pilgrimages on a map
of India and Nepal with an
explanation of the significance of
each location.
To identify the differences
between Hindu and Buddhism
pilgrimages by producing a Venn
diagram.
To make a lotus flower
decoration/ Wesak lanterns in
celebration of Wesak.

Moving on to greater depth



To describe the varieties of
Buddhist traditions, rituals and
practices during Wesak around the
world.

Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can research why Muslims go
on Hajj and I can describe how
Muslims celebrate Eid ul Adha.

Assessment opportunities





To write a letter from the point of
a view of Muslim focusing on the
various stages of Hajj and how it
is performed and its significance
of Hajj for Muslims today.
To plan for their own spiritual
journey to a special place in their
lives
To research how Muslims
celebrate Eid-ul Adha and then
create an information booklet.

Moving on to greater depth




To evaluate the impact of
pilgrimages and the relationship
between faith and pilgrimages.
To understand the difference
between Eid al-Fitr and Eid-ul
Adha.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can explore contemporary
humanist perspectives on the
meaning of life.

Assessment opportunities








To fill in the speech bubbles with
humanist responses to
statements and questions about
why we should be good.
To create a poster presenting
some of the main beliefs/ideas
and practices shared by
humanists.
To have a class debate on a
purely scientific vs religious
approach to life.
To construct a table comparing
and contrasting beliefs on
creationism and evolution.

Moving on to greater depth




To respond sensitively to different
points of view.
To comment on the challenges,
benefits and processes involved in
inter-faith/belief dialogue,
partnership and cooperation.
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Year 5 KPIs

Autumn 1
Topic: Judaism
KPI
I can explain how a Jewish
wedding is celebrated and I
can reflect on the meaning of
peace for Jews.

Assessment opportunities






Moving on to greater depth



To produce a wedding ceremony
guide/leaflet using key
vocabulary: ketubah, Hakafot,
kiddushin, sheva brachot, veil,
chuppah & Mazel Tov.
To design a Jewish marriage
contract (Ketubah) with and
understanding of the Jewish
marriage values.
To read the text of the Jewish
prayer for peace read at the
Lewisham Holocaust Memorial
Day service and then to write
letters to local politicians, radio
and TV stations, newspapers,
etc. to spread the word of peace.



To understand in more depth
understand the inner meaning
of a Jewish wedding
ceremony.
To express personal
responses to the subject of
peace and consider in depth
practical ways of becoming
agents for peace in schools
and in the wider community.

Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI
I can explore Jesus’ divine
qualities and explain how he
has inspired Christians
globally.

Assessment opportunities






To explore parables and stories
such as Jesus healing a leper
and to produce a comic strip or to
re-enact the story through a roleplay.
To create a fact file/biography of
Father Damien, the spiritual
patron for leprosy and outcasts.
To research and present in
groups the significance of
Christmas in different countries.

Moving on to greater depth






To express their own views about
Christian beliefs about Jesus’
divinity.
To respond in more depth to the
challenges of commitment both in
their own lives and within religious
traditions, recognising how
commitment to a religion is shown
in a variety of ways.
To explain the relationship between
the significance of Christmas and
biblical stories of the nativity.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can compare and contrast the
wide variety of views in
Hinduism and other religions,
regarding marriage.

Assessment opportunities







To visit a Mandir and learn firsthand from a Hindu the inner
meaning of a Hindu wedding and
the different ways of celebrating a
Hindu wedding.
To create a Venn diagram
comparing and contrasting the
similarities and differences
between Hindu and Jewish
wedding ceremonies.
To reflect upon the features of a
happy marriage in groups and to
present them to the rest of the

Moving on to greater depth



To evaluate in depth the
different views of the meaning
of a successful marriage a
across different religions and
also within the same religion.
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class.

Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism
KPI

I can explore Buddhist beliefs
about death and rebirth.

Assessment opportunities






To research the significance of
Nirvana Day for Buddhists and to
produce an information text on
how it is celebrated.
To create artwork inspired by the
wheel of life.
To have a class debate on an
element of Buddhist beliefs on
karma and rebirth.

Moving on to greater depth




To reflect in depth on their own
response to human experience of
life and death.
To explore in depth the ways in
which human experiences
associated with death, loss, hope,
and meaning in life are understood
in Buddhism.

Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can recognise my values
about behaviour and those of
others through the examination
of Islamic thoughts on morality.

Assessment opportunities





To explore the story about
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
and the Old Woman and then
create a poster explaining and
promoting the message of the
story.
To produce a newspaper report
about Malala Yousafzai and her
achievements.

Moving on to greater depth






To present how the Islamic
principles of moral concepts such
as kindness and honesty may
underpin the lives of Muslims
today.
To understand in more depth how
Muslims might practice social
responsibility due to their faith.
To identify and articulate what they
can learn from high profile and
inspirational Muslims.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can analyse Humanist world
views on the origin of the
universe and evolution.

Assessment opportunities




To create artwork inspired by the
Big Bang Theory
To produce a diagram based on
an element of Theory of
Evolution e.g. The evolution of
humans.

Moving on to greater depth





To be able to explain in simple
terms the terms adaptation,
evolution and natural selection
and use these in context.
To begin to describe how living
things evolve via the process of
natural selection.

John Ball Curriculum
2021/2022

Year 6 KPIs
Autumn 1
Topic: Judaism
KPI
I can explore and describe
Jewish beliefs regarding the
journey of life and death.

Assessment opportunities




As a class, role-play sitting
shiva. Split class into mourners
and visitors. Discuss funeral
rites and proper attire for both
mourners and visitors.
To reflect on how to cope with
death and bereavement by
writing a fictional letter of advice
to someone who has experienced
loss.

Moving on to greater depth





To be able to relate the various
beliefs about what happens
after death and mourning
rituals in Judaism to other
religions or worldviews.
To critically reflect on the
different ways to cope with
bereavement and grief.

Autumn 2
Topic: Christianity
KPI
I can investigate the
significance of Christianity in
the local and world community
and I can compare and
contrast the wide variety of
views in Christianity and other
religions, regarding life after
death.

Assessment opportunities






To visit a local church and
learn first-hand from a
Christian about the
significance of Christianity in
the local community.
To complete a project
comparing and contrasting
the similarities and
differences between
Christian beliefs and another
religion of their choice about
life after death.
To write a diary entry from
the perspective of Martin
Luther King, explaining how
his religion influenced his
life.

Moving on to greater depth






To explain in depth about the
role of churches in the borough
of Lewisham.
To be able to consider whether
it is important to believe in life
after death.
To reflect on what life after
death means to others and
themselves.
To be able to explain how
Martin Luther King’s Christian
values led him to lead a
pacifist movement.

Spring 1
Topic: Hinduism
KPI
I can explain the rites of
passages involved in
belonging to a Hindu
community and I can
investigate the meaning of
Ahimsa.

Assessment opportunities

Moving on to greater depth







To write a pamphlet
explaining a Hindu right of
passage (for example,
Upanayana – the sacredthread ceremony).
To write a biography of
Gandhi’s life and explain
how he practiced ahimsa
(non-violence).

Spring 2
Topic: Buddhism





To evaluate how rites of
passage and rituals help
guide people through the
journey of their lives.
To explain how rites of
passage express belief.
To understand and examine
the importance of ahimsa in
Hinduism.
To reflect on the extent to
which they agree with ahimsa.
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KPI
I can analyse and reflect upon
a range of Buddhist moral
values.

Assessment opportunities





To perform in groups, roleplaying
scenarios showing how a
Buddhist might follow the
different Noble Eightfold Paths.
To explore the story of the Lion
and the Jackal and in partners to
interview each other in the role of
the lion or the jackal, focusing on
the Buddhist values learnt in this
story.

Moving on to greater depth



To be able to critically evaluate the
Noble Eightfold Path and to reflect
upon whether they think it is an
effective way of life to end
suffering.

Summer 1
Topic: Islam
KPI
I can present the core beliefs
and practices in Islam and I
can respond to the various
challenges of commitment a
Muslim may face in today’s
society.

Assessment opportunities





To be given handouts of a
translated version of Shahadah
and to reflect upon what the
words mean to a Muslim.
To explore the contemporary
struggles and discrimination a
Muslim may face in today’s
society and to write a newspaper
report from their point of view.

Moving on to greater depth





To evaluate the impact of the
Shahadah on Muhammad’s
(PBUH) life and for a Muslim
person today.
To consider how a Muslim in
today’s society may respond to
prejudice and Islamophobia.

Summer 2
Topic: Humanism
KPI
I can explore a range of
contemporary humanist views
on ethical issues and compare
them to my own personal
views.

Assessment opportunities




To create posters explaining why
people should try to follow the
Humanist Golden Rule.
To read letters containing
different ethical and moral
dilemmas and to respond to them
by writing a letter of advice.

Moving on to greater depth






To compare and contrast the
similarities and differences
between Humanist knowledge and
religious knowledge.
To explore whether we should be
free to choose our own moral
values without a divine authority.
To evaluate how one can tell good
from bad if they do not believe in a
God.

