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A vision for Art at John Ball School 

At John Ball our vision is to create a constant and consistent creative curriculum 

bringing together a range of skills, techniques and knowledge to understand the wider 

world of art. The purpose of Art is to give pupils the skills, concepts and understanding 

necessary for them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a visual or 

tactile form. To show progression in different areas of the subject, including sculpture, 

painting and drawing, we use theory, observation, creativity and process. There are 

boundless opportunities to revisit all forms of art to allow the children to observe their 

own progression and development over time. 

Art fires our imagination and is a fundamental means of personal expression and we 

wish for all the children at John Ball to feel they have a platform to do so through 

whatever means they see fit. We strive to encourage staff and children alike to be 

more confident and enthusiastic about art. Knowledge and skills interlink and as such 

our curriculum reflects this. 
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ART 
OVERVIEW 

Key Stage 1 
 

Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 
Drawing 

-Expressing 
ideas and 
feelings  
-characteristics 
of formal 
elements – 
colour, shape, 
tone 

-Focus on 
specific parts of 
an artefact to 
draw 
 

-facial 
expressions 
-tones and 
textures using 
different grades 
of pencil 

-facial 
expressions and 
body language 
-marks and lines 
to show texture. 
-represent figure 
and forms in 
movement. 
-pencil and 
charcoal. 

-drawing objects 
-using marks 
and lines to 
create texture 
-shading to 
create mood and 
feeling. 
-organise line, 
tone, shape and 
colour to 
represent figure 
and forms in 
movement. 
 

-using feedback 
to make 
improvements 
 

Theory 

-Describing what 
we see and 
giving opinions 

-Characteristics 
of genres and 
artists from each 

-artists from 
different cultures 

-portrait artists -research portrait 
painters to use 
next term to 
replicate the 
style. 

-great artists in 
different genres. 

 
Spring 1 
Painting 

 

-Primary and 
secondary 
colours  
-exploring 
processes 

-Tints, shades 
and tones by 
adding white and 
black 
-create work in 
response to an 
artist’s work 
 

-create 
background 
using a wash 
-use a range of 
brushes to 
create effects 

-showing 
reflections 
-integrate digital 
images 
-experiment with 
styles used by 
artists 

-expressing 
emotion 

-explaining how 
an artist has 
influenced work. 
 

 
Theory 

 

-Asking 
questions  

-characteristics 
of techniques 
- differences and 
similarities 
between 
different 
practices and 
disciplines 

-identify 
techniques 
artists have used 

-artists using 
overlays with 
digital imagery 

-Artists use of 
emotion in their 
work 

-great artists in 
different 
historical periods 



John Ball Curriculum 
2022/2023 
 

© John Ball Primary School, 2022 

 

 

 

Summer 1 
Collage/Sculpture

/Pritning 

-Characteristics 
of tools (clay) 
-exploring 
materials and 
processes 

-Using materials, 
tools and 
equipment 
purposefully 

- sculpt clay and 
other mouldable 
materials. 

-mono printing 
with different 
colours 
 

-create accurate 
printing 
-altering images 
to create art 

-over print to 
create different 
patterns. 
-using e-
resources to 
create art 
 

 
Theory 

 

Famous artists 
and their work. 

-suggest how 
artists use 
colour, pattern 
and shape. 
- 

-comparing 
artists 
-recognise they 
are from different 
historical periods 

-explaining 
features in art 
from different 
historical periods 

-great artists in 
history 

-contemporary 
artists 
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Skills Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 - I can explore 

what happens when 

colours mix.  

- I can experiment 

to create different 

textures.  

- I can understand 

that different 

media can be 

combined to create 

new effects.  

- I can manipulate 

materials to 

achieve a planned 

effect.  

- I can experiment 

with colour, 

texture and form. 

- I can create 

simple 

representations of 

events, people and 

objects.  

- I can choose 

particular colours 

to use for a 

purpose. 

- I can represent 

my own ideas, 

thoughts and 

- I can recognise 

that ideas and 

feelings can be 

expressed in art.  

- I can experiment 

with an open mind. 

- I can try out a 

range of materials 

and processes and 

use them 

creatively. 

- I can name the 

primary and 

secondary colours. 

- I can recognise 

and describe some 

simple 

characteristics of 

different tools and 

formal elements 

(shape, colour, 

tone, etc.).  

- I can describe 

what I see and give 

an opinion about 

the work of an 

artist. 

- I can ask 

questions about a 

piece of art. 

- I can recognise 

and describe some 

simple 

characteristics of 

different genres 

and techniques. 

- I can use 

materials, tools and 

equipment 

purposefully to 

achieve particular 

characteristics or 

qualities. 

- I can make 

sensible choices 

about next steps. 

- I can focus on a 

specific part of an 

artefact before 

drawing it. 

- I can create tints 

with paint by 

adding white, and 

shades by adding 

black. 
- I know about the 
work of a range of 
artists. 

- I can suggest how 

artists have used 

- I can show facial 

expressions in my 

art. 

- I can use 

different grades of 

pencil to shade and 

show different 

tones and textures. 

- I can create a 

background using a 

wash. 

- I can use a range 

of brushes to 

create different 

effects in painting. 

- I can use 

sketches to 

produce a final 

piece of art. 

- I can identify the 

techniques used by 

different artists. 

- I can compare the 

work of different 

artists. 

- I can recognise 

when art is from 

different cultures. 

- I recognise when 

art is from 

- I can show facial 

expressions and 

body language in 

drawing. 

- I can use marks 

and lines to show 

texture in my art. 

- I can use line, 

tone, shape and 

colour to represent 

figure and forms in 

movement. 

- I can show 

reflections in my 

art. 

- I can explore 

mono printing with 

at least four 

colours. 

- I can integrate 

digital images into 

my art. 

- I can experiment 

with styles used by 

other artists. 

- I can explain 

some of the 

features of art 

from historical 

periods. 

- I can identify and 

draw objects and 

use marks and lines 

to produce texture. 

- I can successfully 

use shading to 

create mood and 

feeling. 

- I can organise 

line, tone, shape 

and colour to 

represent figures 

and forms in 

movement. 

- I can express 

emotion in my art. 

- I can create an 

accurate print 

design following 

criteria. 

- I can use effects, 

shades, tones and 

colours to create 

different emotions 

and moods. 

- I can use images 

which I have 

created, scanned 

and found; altering 

them where 

- I can explain why 

I have used 

different tools to 

create art. 

- I can explain why 

I have chosen 

specific techniques 

to create my art. 

- I can explain the 

style of my work 

and how it has been 

influenced by a 

famous artist. 

- I can over print 

to create different 

patterns. 

- I can use 

feedback to make 

amendments and 

improvements to 

my art. 

- I can use a range 

of e-resources to 

create art. 

- I know about 

great artists in 

history. 

- I can create 

monochromatic 

art by creating 
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feelings through 

art. 

- I can describe 

what I see in a 

range of artwork. 

- I can use drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture to 
develop and share 
my ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination. 

 

colour, pattern and 

shape. 

- I can create a 

piece of art in 

response to the 

work of another 

artist. 
- I can develop a 
wide range of art 
and design 
techniques using 
colour, pattern, 
texture, line, 
shape, form and 
space. 

- I can describe 

the differences 

and similarities 

between different 

practices and 

disciplines, and 

make links to my 

own work. 

different historical 

periods. 

- I can sculpt clay 

and other 

mouldable 

materials. 
- I can create a 
sketch book to 
record my 
observations and 
use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 

 

- I can improve my 
techniques in 
drawing, painting 
and sculpture with 
a range of 
materials [for 
example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, ink]  

 

necessary to 

create art. 

- I can research 

the work of an 

artist and use their 

work to replicate a 

style. 

- I know about 

great artists in 

history. 
 

tints, tones and 

shades of a 

colour. 

- I can explore 

and critique a 

work of art. 
- I can recall 

knowledge of 

primary, secondary 

and tertiary 

colours 

- I can explain the 

difference 

between hues, 

tones, shades and 

tints. 
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Art – EYFS 
 

Half 
term 

Topic title Knowledge covered 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

Marvellous Me  Close observational skills 

 Colour Mixing 

 Expressive movement through dance 

 Confidently reciting familiar rhymes and sounds 

Key vocab: face, eyes, hair, detail, skin, feel, sad, happy, 
fast, slow, repeat, look, mix 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

 
Celebrations 

 Symbolic art and it’s significance such as Rangoli 

patterns, decorating Diva lanterns, firework 

pictures.  

 Learning songs/ dances as an ensemble for a 

performance to retell a story eg: the Nativity 

Key vocab: Rangoli, Mendhi, colours, patterns, celebrate, 
sparkles, glitter, lights, festival, symbol 

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

Where in the 
World? 
 

 Discussion and interpretation of art (Dutch Winter 

scenes) 

 Discussion about music and emotional 

interpretation. 

 Recognising music from around the world 

 Art for story telling- eg: making maps 

 Observing environments and comparing and 

contrasting colours/shapes/ man made/ natural.  
Key vocab: see, feel, think, why, colours, happy, sad, 
dark, light, map, countries, artist, nature, building, city, 
country, land, sea, sky 

S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

 
Time Travel  

 Comparing contemporary and historical art/ music. 

 Information through art- what can we learn from 

paintings / objects (eg: fossils) 

 Creating large scale Cave Art. 

Key vocab: now, then, old, new, fossil, Jurassic, dinosaur, 
bone, information, how, fact, cave, prehistoric, wall, paint 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

1
 

 
Traditional Tales 

 Retelling stories with puppets  

 Masks to create characters 

 Make use of props and materials to retell stories 

 Making and changing the sound of instruments 

 Identifying different the sound of different 

instruments and comparing them 
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Key vocab: sound, loud, quiet, fast, slow, same, different, 
piano, keys, strings, wind, brass, drum, hear, listen 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

2
 

 
All Creatures 
Great and Small 

 Identifying symmetry in art eg: butterfly wings 

 Identifying pattern and purpose  

 Designing and creating for a purpose eg: building a 

Bug Hotel 

 Adding a narrative to a piece of art- creating a 

character and describing skills and features. 

 Detailed, close observational drawing eg: applying 

knowledge of bugs to art work.  
 

Key vocab: wings, colours, symmetry, the same, pattern, 
cape, super power, bug, legs, look, see, observe 
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Art – Year 1  
Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Painting 

Primary and secondary 

colours 

 

 

Asking Questions 

● Naming the primary and secondary colours 

● Understanding that primary colours cannot be made by 

mixing other colours together 

● Using their knowledge on colours to create a colour wheel 

 

● Asking questions about a piece of Art 

● Questioning what, why, when, how, who, where 

● Showing an interest in the work of others 

S
p

ri
n

g
 

Drawing 

Expressing ideas and 

feelings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving opinions 

● Knowing the formal elements are the parts used to create 

a piece of art - line, shape, space, colour 

● Creating a piece of art using the formal elements and 

being able to recognize which element they have used 

● Creating art to represent basic feelings – sadness, 

happiness, anger, etc. 

● Knowing a range of mediums can be used in drawing – 

pencil, pen, charcoal, chalk, pastels 

 

● Describing what they see and sharing their opinion on it 

● Sharing what they think about a piece of Art 

● Giving reasons for their response 

● Understanding others may have a different view and to be 

able to listen to that view and accept others’ opinions 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

Sculpture 

Tools and processes 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous Sculptures and 

their artists 

● Knowing the different tools used for molding clay 

● Knowing how to create different effects using these tools 

● Knowing there are a variety of different processes to 

create a clay sculpture 

● Experimenting with pinching, coiling, rolling, squeezing, 

carving and joining. 

 

● Observing famous sculptures around the world – The 

Terracotta army, Michelangelo - David, Boccioni - Unique 

forms of continuity in space, Duchamp - bicycle wheel, 

Warhol – brillo box, Gormley – Angel of the north 

● Asking questions about their work 

● Comparing the sculptures – discussing materials, size, what 

they mean, where and when they were sculpted, etc. 

 

Year 1 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Line, shape, space, texture, colour, formal element, mediums, expression,  

-Primary, secondary, colour, colour mixing, colour wheel,  

-Molding, tools, process, experimenting, pinching, coiling, rolling, squeezing, carving, joining 
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Year 1 Autumn 
Topic: Painting 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can name the primary and 
secondary colours and 
understand how to make 
secondary colours. 

Exploring colour mixing to 
create secondary colours using 
watercolours and water-soluble 
paint. 

Creating a colour wheel using 
what I have learnt about colour 
mixing. 

Discussing and asking questions 
about another artists’ work. 

 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Understand 
complimentary 
colours  

 Understand tertiary 
colours 
 

Year 1 Spring 
Topic: Drawing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can understand and use 
formal elements to represent 
feelings and ideas using a 
range of drawing tools. 
 
 

Experimenting with formal 
elements – line, shape, space, 
texture, colour. 

Representing feelings through 
drawing – trying short, quick 
sketches to show mood/emotion 

Experimenting with a range of 
drawing mediums – pencil, pen, 
charcoal, chalk, pastels 

Creating art to reflect our own 
ideas and feelings 

Discussing and giving opinions 
on another artists’ work. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Explain what they 
have done and why 

 Use objects,  
backgrounds and 
colour to represent 
and show mood and 
emotion 

    Year 1 Summer 
       Topic: Sculpture 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can make a clay sculpture 
and use a selection of clay 
tools to create a range of 
textures on the surface. 
 
 

Designing a ‘wild thing/beast’ 
using ideas and inspiration from 
books to include a range of 
textures and body parts. 

Experimenting with different clay 
tools to discover how to create 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Find a range of ways to 
make the same textures 
e.g. to make scales using 
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different animal textures such as 
fur, feathers, scales, etc. 

Making a clay sculpture using 
different techniques such as 
pinching, rolling, squeezing, 
carving and joining. 

end of spoon, clay knife 
or bent paper.  

 Consider the best tools to 
use and why. 

 Include a variety of 
techniques in their final 
piece of work. 
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Art – Year 2 

 

Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

  

Drawing 

Still life 

 

 

 

Artists and genres 

● How to observe detail and recognize formal 

elements – line, shape, texture. 

● How to draw a specific part of an object, including 

detail 

 

● Understanding the 5 genres (types of art) -  
history, portrait, genre (scenes of everyday life), 

landscape and still life 

● Knowing the characteristics for each genre - e.g. 

portrait art is ‘displaying the likeness, personality, 

and even the mood of the person’ 

● Observing, asking questions and giving opinions on 

artists’ work from each genre. 

S
p

ri
n

g
  

Painting 

Tints and Tones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Techniques, practices and 

disciplines 

● Adding white to create tints, black to create 

shades and grey to create tones with paint. 

● Understanding how to create an image using just 

one colour 

● Observe Still Life with Green Apples (Paul Cezanne, 

1873)  

● Use Cezanne’s work to influence and inspire them to 

create their own still life of an object using just 

one colour  

 

● Understanding different disciplines within the 

visual arts - painting, drawing, printmaking, 

sculpture, ceramics, photography, video, 

filmmaking, design, crafts and architecture 

● Comparing a range of disciplines and practices 

● Recognising and understanding the characteristics 

on different painting techniques – dry, washing, 

stippling, splattering, dabbing 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

 

Sculpture 

Tools and Equipment 

 

 

 

 

Colour, shape and pattern in 

art 

● Understanding the sculpture uses many different 

materials and tools 

● Planning their outcome and creating a model using 

clay 

● Creating a sculpture using found objects 

 

● Observing and researching a range of sculptures 

that use different materials. 

● Discussing the artists’ ideas and thoughts behind 

their sculpture. 

● Recognising and discussing the use of formal 

elements in sculpture – colour, shape, pattern, line, 

space. 
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Year 2 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Formal elements, line, shape, texture, detail, genre, history, portrait, landscape, still life 

-Tints, shades, tones, colour, influence, discipline, visual arts, painting, drawing, printmaking, 

sculpture, ceramics, photography, video, filmmaking, design, crafts, architecture. Practice, 

characteristics, techniques, dry brush, paint wash, stippling, splattering, dabbing 

-Sculpture, material, tools, model, formal elements, pattern, colour, line, space 

 

Year 2 Autumn  
Topic: Drawing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can study the details and 
patterns found on different 
parts of the body and 
recreate them using a range 
of drawing mediums. 

Observing and discussing 
different parts of the body and 
details captured in close up 
portraits (Brian Scott)  
 
Exploring and describing 
textures of different body parts 
and trying to recreate them. 
 
Create a portrait using a close up 
photograph to copy and a range of 
pencils. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Find and research 
alternative artists. 

 Work independently 
and explore the 
features in more detail 
and create a 
thoughtful, skilled final 
piece. 

Year 2 Spring 
Topic: Painting 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can investigate the 
outcomes of mixing primary 
colours with black and white 
to create a range of tints, 
shades and tones. 

Explore and experiment mixing 
primary colours with black and 
white to create different tints, 
tones and shades. 

Using appropriate colours to 
create a particular landscape – 
bright, light hues for summer 
images, dark, dull hues for winter 
images. 

Creating a monochromatic 
painting using just one colour – 
observing Cezanne’s ‘still life of a 
green apple’ to influence and 
inspire. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Understand more 
complex colour mixing 
(using primary colours 
to create a range of 
tones and shades – 
e.g. add yellow instead 
of white to make a 
lighter shade) 

 Using research, 
experience and 
inspiration to explain 
choices in final work. 

Year 2 Summer 
Topic: Sculpture 
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KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can design and build a 3D 
sculpture using a range of 
sculpting mediums (clay, 
playdough, junk modelling, 
wire) 

Research different materials to 
make sculptures – investigate 
and understand the reasons for 
using particular materials. 

Designing a sculpture - labelling 
and explaining ideas and 
thoughts. 

Create a model using clay or 
playdough. 

Collecting junk modelling that 
would be appropriate to make a 
final model – considering size 
and shape of objects. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Add detail and texture 
in the clay/playdough 
model and use this to 
inform design of the 
final junk model. 

 Using detail in labels 
and explanation of 
design – make 
appropriate choices in 
objects and materials 
from research. 
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Art – Year 3  
Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

  

Drawing 

Tones and textures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artists from different 

cultures 

● How to use a range of grades of pencil to draw and shade 

● Knowing which grades are best for different effects – 

shades, tones, textures 

● How to plan using sketches before a final piece 

● How to represent mood and feeling with facial 

expressions – examples: Girl with the pearl earring/Mona 

Lisa 

 

● Observing the work of a range of artists from different 

cultures who work primarily in portraiture.  Frieda Kahlo, 

Nelson Makamo, Nilupa Yasmin, Lishan Chong, Toyin Ojih 

Odutola, Kehinde Wiley 

● Discussing the artists’ techniques and practices 

● Giving opinions on the work of artists 

● Comparing these artists, recognizing and discussing their 

similarities and differences 

S
p

ri
n

g
  

Painting  

Backgrounds and effects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art techniques 

● How to create a background wash with watercolour 

● Understanding the need to thin the paint using water 

● How to create a background wash with a gradient by 

adding more or less paint/water 

● How to blend different colours for a background wash 

● How and why artists use a range of brushes and what 

effects these may have on our art – round, flat, fan, 

rigger, angle 

 

● How artists use different techniques to create 

different effects 

● Observing and discussing artwork that uses a range of 

techniques – e.g. Seurat – pointillism, Da Vinci – sfumato, 

Lichtenstein – pop art, Turner – watercolour, Rembrandt 

- impasto 

● Recognising and naming techniques from famous artwork 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

 

Sculpture 

Clay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparing artists from 

different historical 

periods 

● Look at artwork based on Homer’s ‘The Odyssey’ -  

Christoph Amberger, Odysseus and Nausicaa, 1619.  

● Investigate narratives and scenes on Ancient Greek 

amphorae - collecting ideas in creative journals 

● Trialing different ways to make clay pots – pinching, 

coiling, slab building 

● Making Greek pots using earthenware clay 

● Painting black onto their finished pot in the style of 

Greek pottery. 

 

● Researching and studying the art history timeline 

● Comparing a range of different art history periods - 

movements 
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Year 3 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Pencil grade, shade, tone texture, sketch, representation, portraiture, technique, practice 

-background wash, watercolour, gradient, brushes – round, flat, fan, rigger, angle, pointillism, 

sfumato, impasto 

-amphorae, pinching, coiling, slab building, earthenware clay, pottery, art history, art movement 

 

  Year 3 Autumn  
Topic: Drawing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater 
depth 

I can explore and 
experiment with a variety 
of drawing mediums. 

Experimenting with charcoal, oil pastels, 
graphite sticks, pencil grades. 

- Including combining them in the 
same image. 

- Using a rubber to erase charcoal 
to create highlights. 

 
Working with self-portraiture to trial the 
mediums. 
 
Practicing with different drawing 
techniques – lines, blending, hashing, etc. 
 
Research the use of charcoal in different 
times - used during rituals and for 
camouflage within indigenous cultures - 
Australia/Asia/Africa/etc. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Work appropriately 
and skilfully with the 
different mediums. 

 Understanding the 
use of black and 
white to enhance 
shadows and 
highlights – creating 
contrast. 

   Year 3 Spring 
      Topic: Painting 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater 
depth 

I can explore and 
experiment with a range 
of brushes to create 
different effects, including 
a background wash. 

Explore using different brushes and 
comment and make notes of the different 
effects they create. 

Painting with watercolours to create a 
background wash – experimenting with 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Use subject specific 
vocabulary to 
describe different 
techniques and 
brushes. 

● Observing and recognizing the differences and how we 

know which are earlier or later artwork 

● Researching famous artists from different historical 

periods, focusing on the following: Renaissance, 

Romanticism, Impressionism, Expressionism, Cubism, 

Surrealism, Pop art, Minimalism 
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one colour and also creating gradients 
using 2 or more colours 

Observing and researching different 
artists that have used a range of brushes 
to create different effects. 

 Make links between 
techniques and 
specific artists  

    Year 3 Summer  
       Topic: Pottery 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater 
depth 

I can make a clay pot 
using the skills and 
techniques used by 
ancient civilisations. 

Exploring and trialling a range of ways 
to create clay pots – pinch pots, coil 
building, slab building. 

Researching imagery used on pots in 
history – particularly greek pottery. 

Using their research to paint imagery onto 
their own pot.. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Using research 
ideas appropriately 
and clearly in their 
own work. 

 Showing great fine 
motor skills when 
experimenting with 
range of pottery 
skills – 
understanding the 
techniques and 
skills and able to 
explain and 
describe them. 
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Art– Year 4  

 

Year 4 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Pencil strokes, texture, sketch, figure, expression, position, movement, line, tone, shape, 

colour, form, grid work, self-portraiture, technique 

Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Drawing 

Representing 

movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portrait artists 

● Using a range of pencil strokes to show a variety of textures 

● Using simple sketches to draw different figures, expressions, 

positions and movements. 

● Exploring the use of line, tone, shape and colour to represent 

figure and form. 

● Exploring the use of facial expression and body language to 

represent mood and feeling. 

● Using photographs of ourselves in movement to work from either 

in sketches or using a grid 

 

●  Observing and comparing self-portraits in drawing - Rembrandt, 

Constable, Seurat, etc. (thedrawingsource.com) 

● Using the skills and techniques learnt from research to experiment 

and draw a self-portrait 

S
p

ri
n

g
 

Painting 

Reflections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artists that 

use 

photography 

with paint 

● Exploring Monet and his River Thames series 

● Studying how his series gave rise to the term ‘impressionism’  

● Exploring the use of light and colour  

● Understanding the use of particular shades and tones to bring out 

the feel of a painting 

● Painting over an image – creating the same colours/ shades 

● Using particular brushstrokes to represent the movement of the 

water and the reflections 

 

● Researching the work of artists who blend photography with 

painting – Valeria Trasatti, Aliza Razell, Gerhard Richter 

● Use the skills and techniques observed to inspire their own work 

● Painting over one particular section of a photograph – Painted Land 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

Printing 

Mono printing 

 

 

 

 

 

Features in art 

from historical 

periods 

 

● Understanding mono printing – recognizing the word mono-meaning 

1 

● Exploring and experimenting with different mono printing 

techniques 

● Creating a mono print collage using a range of skills and techniques 

learnt 

 

● Understanding and recognizing the features and techniques in 

different art movements -  Renaissance, Romanticism, 

Impressionism, Expressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, Pop art, 

Minimalism 

● Giving examples for a range of art movements – artists, 

techniques, features (sothebys.com) 
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-Series, impressionism, light, colour, shade, tone, overlay, brushstrokes, reflection, photography 

-Mono print, collage, features, art movements, Renaissance, Romanticism, Impressionism, 

Expressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, Pop art, Minimalism 

 

Year 4 Autumn 
Topic: Drawing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can draw and use simple 
sketches using a range of 
formal elements to explore 
facial expression and body 
language in portraiture. 

Experimenting pencil strokes 

using a range of pencil grades. 

Practicing drawing simple 

sketches to draw different figures, 

expressions, positions and 

movements using line, tone, 

shape and colour. 

Using a grid or sketches to copy 

from a photograph. 

In addition, pupils might be able 
to… 

 Explain their reasons for 
choosing particular pencils 
and techniques 

 Explore a range of facial 
expressions and body 
language in their sketches 

 

Year 4 Spring 
Topic: Painting 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can identify, explain and 
understand the meaning of 
Impressionism and use this 
as inspiration for my own 
work. 

Exploring a particular artist - 
Monet and his River Thames 
series - Look at how his series 
gave rise to the term 
‘impressionism’  

Exploring the use of light and 
colour  

Use what they have found out and 
photos of the river to create their 
own painting of the River Thames 

Understanding the use of 
particular shades and tones to 
bring out the feel of a painting 

In addition, pupils might be able 
to… 

 Being able to explain and 
discuss impressionism and 
what it is and why it is used. 

 Being able to explain 
clearly their use of colour, 
light, shades, tones, etc. in 
their own work. 

     Year 4 Summer 
Topic: Printing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can understand and 
experiment with the skills and 
techniques used in mono 
printing and use them to 
create a mono print collage. 

Experimenting and exploring 
with bin bag printing, table top 
printing, gelli printing, 
transparency printing 
 

In addition, pupils might be able 
to… 
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Combining some different skills 
and techniques in a final piece. 
 
Using artists from a range of 
historical periods to influence and 
inspire their final piece. 
 
 

 Collate different prints in a 
thoughtful and precise way 
to create a collage. 

 Explain their use of certain 
images/words in their prints 
to create a story behind 
their work. 

 Use a range of skills and 
techniques in their final 
piece from what they have 
learnt during their practice. 
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Art– Year 5 
Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Painting 

Expressing emotion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How artists express 

emotion 

● Observing portraiture in more detail 

● Experimenting with different effects, shades, tones and 

colours to create different emotions and moods  

● Recreating their own portraits using both artists below 

for inspiration 

● Conveying emotion through facial expression and body 

language 

 

● Studying Picasso and Van Gogh portraits within different 

movements (Picasso - cubism/symbolism/surrealism, Van 

Gogh - impressionism) 

● Observing ways in which artists express emotion in their 

work 

● Comparing these observations and giving opinions on the 

artwork researched 

S
p

ri
n

g
 

Printing 

Practice and altering 

images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great artists in history 

● Studying the different effects of printmaking - linocut, 

blockprint, monoprint, screen print  

● Experimenting with at least 2 different techniques 

(block and lino suggested) 

● Creating patterns and images to print 

● Creating overlay prints 

● Using creative journals to investigate, research, 

experiment and evaluate  

● Combining different images and altering them (found, 

created, scanned) to create a piece of art 

 

● Independently researching great artists throughout 

history 

● Selecting one artist to study 

● Creating an information sheet about an artist to share 

with others. 

Including techniques, art movements, features, practices 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

Drawing 

Still life – texture and 

shading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still life artists 

● Studying and experimenting with different still life 

techniques  

● Using a range of different pencils to draw still life - HB, 

2B, graphite pencil, etc. 

● Looking closely at shapes, shadows, reflection, tone 

● Using different skills for texture, tone and shading - 

hatching, blending, water-soluble graphite pencil – to 

create mood 

 

● Exploring the work of artists such as: Henri Matisse, 

Willem Kalf, Harmen Steenwyck, Jean-Baptiste-Simeon 

Chardin, Juan Gris, Giorgio Morandi - 

http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/still_life/

still_life.htm 

http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/still_life/still_life.htm
http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/still_life/still_life.htm
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Year 5 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Still life, pencil grade, shapes, shadows, reflection, tone, shading, hatching, blending, graphite 

-Portraiture, effects, shades, tone, colour, art movement, cubism, symbolism, surrealism, 

impressionism, expression, observation 

-Printmaking, block printing, mono printing, screen printing, linocut printing, overlay, found 

images, art history, art movement, features, practice 

 

   Year 5 Autumn  
      Topic: Painting  

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can research, understand 
and be inspired by 
impressionism to create my 
own self-portrait.  
 

Studying Picasso and Van Gogh portraits 

- looking specifically at impressionism 
 
Colour mixing - skin tones - comparing 

and matching 
 
https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-
video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3 - 
how to draw a portrait 
 
Using creative journal to practice drawing 

a portrait - practicing techniques and 
styles. 
Recreating their own portraits using both 

artists for inspiration 

In addition, pupils might be able 
to… 

 Explain their inspirations 
clearly and use the style 
of impressionism to 
influence their own work 

 Have a clear 
understanding of 
portraiture and the 
perspectives and detail 
needed. 

  Year 5 Spring  
Topic: Printing  

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can investigate, experiment 
and evaluate a range of 
printing techniques and use 
this to create a final print.  
 

Studying the different effects of 

printmaking - linocut, blockprint, monoprint. 
 
Experimenting with at least 2 different 

techniques (block and lino suggested) 
 
Creating patterns and images to print  
Extension - creating overlay prints 

 

Using creative journals to investigate, 
research, experiment and evaluate 

In addition, pupils might be able 
to… 

 Extend what they have 
learnt to create their own 
way of printing. 

 Using research to 
develop their skills and 
techniques beyond what 
is taught 

  

    Year 5 Summer  
       Topic: Drawing  

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3
https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3
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I can explore and experiment 
using a range of pencils to 
create texture, tone and 
shading.  
 

 http://www.artyfactory.com/still-
life/still_life_pencil.html - still life techniques  
 
Studying the use of different pencils to 

draw still life - HB, 2B, graphite pencil, etc. 
 
Using different skills to create tone and 
shading - hatching, blending, water-

soluble graphic pencil 
 
Researching artists such as: Henri 

Matisse, Willem Kalf, Harmen Steenwyck, 
Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin, Juan Gris, 
Giorgio Morandi - 
http://www.artyfactory.com/ 
art_appreciation/still_life/still_life .htm 

 

In addition, pupils might be 

able to… 

• Consider shape, 

shadow, reflection and tone 

in their own work. 

Expert use of a range of 
skills in their drawing- 
hatching, blending, etc. 

  

http://www.artyfactory.com/still-life/still_life_pencil.html
http://www.artyfactory.com/still-life/still_life_pencil.html
http://www.artyfactory.com/%20art_appreciation/still_life/still_life%20.htm
http://www.artyfactory.com/%20art_appreciation/still_life/still_life%20.htm
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Art– Year 6  

 

Half 
term 

Topic title Coverage 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Drawing 

Making improvements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great artists and 

different movements 

● Using colour and a range of drawing mediums to create a 

still life  

● Working with one object consistently and using a variety 

of formal elements and skills - hatching, shading, tone, 

colour, shape, line, space 

● Sourcing their own objects to draw and selecting their 

chosen medium to create their own still life. 

● Describing and giving reasons for using specific techniques 

● Describing and giving reasons for the style of work and 

what/who has influenced this 

● Taking advice and suggestions to edit and improve 

 

● Studying a selection of artists - Paul Cezanne, Henri 

Matisse, Giorgio Morandi, Vincent Van Gogh, Georgia 

O’Keefe, Edward Weston (Photographer) 

● Choosing an artist to research in creative journals and use 

for inspiration 

● Observing the changes in still life through art history – 

ancient, renaissance, modern, contemporary 

S
p

ri
n

g
 

Painting 

Using artists to 

influence work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great artists in 

history 

● Understanding how to mix colour to create different hues 

(mixing primary colours) and tones (mixing grey with a 

colour) and experimenting with these 

● Practicing using different tints, shades and tones by 

painting in only one colour - choosing an appropriate colour 

for the object/scene they have chosen/drawn.  

● Planning a monochromatic self-portrait – creating the right 

shades, tones, tints and hues. 

 

● Studying artwork such as A Rose - Thomas P. Anshutz, The 

tragedy - Picasso, Starry Night / Sunflowers - Van Gogh, 

Water Lilies – Monet,  

● Using the pop art ‘Monochromatic value portraits’ by 

Warhol / Lichtenstein to influence their own work 

● Recognising and discussing the tones, shades, tints and 

hues in artwork 

● Explaining how an artists’ work has influenced their own 

S
u

m
m

e
r 

Printing 

Overprinting to create 

patterns 

 

Contemporary artists 

● Using e-resources, magazines, newspapers to print over 

● Include a mixture of words, images, patterns and colours 

● Create patterns by overprinting the same image 

 

● Independently research a range of contemporary artists – 

showing evidence in their creative journals, including 

opinions and thoughts on the artwork 

(theartofeducation.edu) 

● Selecting an artist to use as inspiration in their own work 
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Year 6 Key Vocabulary 

 

-Colour, medium, still life, formal elements, hatching, shading, tone, colour, shape, line, space, 

techniques, influence, art history, ancient, renaissance, modern, contemporary 

-Colour mixing, tints, shades, tones, hues, value, primary colour, monochromatic, self-portrait, 

pop art 

-Overlay, contemporary 

 

  Year 6 Autumn  
Topic: Drawing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can research a chosen 
artist and use their work to 
inspire my own exploration 
of still life. 

Extending learning from year 5 
spring 2 - using colour and other 
media to create a still life 
- Working with one object 
consistently and using a variety of 
skills - hatching, shading, tone, 
colour mixing, shape, value, etc. 
 
Studying a selection of artists - Paul 
Cezanne, Henri Matisse, Giorgio 
Morandi, Vincent Van Gogh, 
Georgia O’Keefe, Edward 
Weston(Photographer). 
 
Choosing an artist to research in 
creative journals and use for 
inspiration. 
 
Sourcing their own objects to 
draw/paint and selecting their 
chosen media to create their own 
still life. 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Using a particular artist 
for inspiration and 
show this clearly in 
their final piece 

 Able to talk about an 
artist and their walk 
using subject specific 
vocabulary 

Year 6 Spring 
Topic: Painting 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can explore, experiment 
and evaluate how to mix 
colour to create a variety of 
tones without using black or 
white. 

Mixing colour to create different 
tones  
 
Experimenting with mixing yellow 
red and blue to create tone rather 
than white and black 
 
Studying artists to recognize their 
techniques and the way they create 
a monochromatic picture. 
 
Practicing using different tones by 
painting in only one colour - 
choosing an appropriate colour for 
the scene they have chosen/drawn.  

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Understand the effects 
colours have on each 
other and knowing they 
all stem from primary 
colours 

 Showing a clear and 
mature understanding 
of cololur mixing 
through their final 
piece. 
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Drawing out their chosen image to 
plan. 
 
Extension - creating a type of paint 
by numbers by making tones of 
colour and documenting each one. 

     Year 6 Summer 
Topic: Printing 

KPI Assessment opportunities Moving on to greater depth 

I can explain and discuss 
my style of work, why I have 
used particular skills, 
techniques and knowledge 
and how it has been 
influenced. 

Printing onto a range of paper, 

including e-resources, magazines 

and newspapers. 

Experimenting with printing words, 

images, patterns and colours and 

how they can interlink and overlap. 

Create patterns by overprinting 

the same image in different 

colours. 

 

In addition, pupils might be 
able to… 

 Using particular 
magazine/newspaper 
articles that link with 
their ideas. 

 Use inspiring quotes 
and images within their 
work and discuss their 
decisions. 

 Working confidently 
and expressively. 

 Using a range of skills 
and techniques. 

 

 


